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I BIBLE RELIGION: 
| OR | 

| The Plain Teſtimony of the Scriptures 


AGAINST 7 
THE DOCTRIN E oF. 


THE TRINITY; A 


* 
And ſome other Errors of the preſent © 
National Churches of Great Britain. 


By THOMAS BENTLEY. 


We come not in man's wiſdom, but in the wiſdom 
of God ; comparing Scripture with Scripture, 
1 Cor. 2. 13. 
For we cannot but declare the things which we 
have ſeen and heard, Acts. 4. 20. 
And if I ſpeak not the truth who will prove me a 
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liar, and make my book nothing worth? Job. 24. 
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To TurM TAT FEAR GO D, 


AND 


Kr rr His COMMANDMENTS. 


My Dear Brethren, called, and beloved alſo of Gon, 


A* often as I come to the knowledge of any of 


you, I am glad; apd thank Sd tor the mercy 
which you have obtained. 1 alfo pray for your 
daily increaſe and growth in the grace of God; 


ever, unto eſtabliſhment and perfection of obedience 


and reſt ; according to the law and promiſe hich 
he ſent us by his ever-ſinleſs ſon, Fefus Chriſt : 
whom he hath made Lord of heaven and earth, and 


2 commander and redeemer to his people, until the. 
«whole church be gathered into the fulneſs of God.“ 


« He that hath my word, faith God, let him 
ſpeak it faithfully-” + again, “a candle is not 
lighted to be put under a buſhel, but on a candie- 
ſtick, that it may give light to all that are in the 
houſe. ”” 4 and again, © negle& not the gift that 
is in thee in obedience to theſe, and other ſuch 
like commands in the ſcriptures, I have fat down 

| to 
| A 
* 1 Cor. xv. 22—28. f Jer. xxiii, 22, 
$ Matt, v. 15. It Tim. ty, 14, 


| 


E 


to ſhew you that which God hath been graciouſly 
pleaſed to teach me; that by obeying him 1 may 
receive a portion with his people. + And as I am 
convinced in my corffeience; by long experience, 
that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, whoſe 
words and - writings compoſe the new. teſtament, 
and ſuch of the old - teſtament writers and prophets 
as they bear witneſs to; I ſay, being fully convin- 


cel chöt all thete hive token the trath,: 1 have 


choſen to build upon that foundation: and to con- 


vey my knowledge by paraphraſing and comment- 


ing on their words; which I have placed as texts 
or heads to my doctrine. 


May the one only eſſentially holy, goog, wiſe, 
almighty God grant that this work may not be in 
vain but ſo prepare their hearts to whom it 
ſhall come, that it may be a means of producing 
much fruit to his praiſe, and our mutual advan. * 
tage, both of ſoul and body, in time and in eter- 

nity. Amen. 


11 Cor. M. 37. 5 0 A. 


CHAPTER 1. 


—— that in order to obtain ſalvation and 
the knowledge and peace of God, ue muſt 
Separate wurſelves from wicked, ard main 


companions, and from their ud ys. 


T E X TS. | 2 

Get thee from among thete wicked people, 
jeſt thou be deſtroyed by the punithment which 
is coming upon them for their fins. Gen. xix. 517 

« If the Lord be ſavingly with us, we ſhall be 
*+ ſeparated from the fellowſhip and ſociety of 
** every Known ungodly perion. Exod, £xxhii- 16 

„ Obſerve, God's children ſhall company to- 
*« gether, and their conduct and behaviour mall 
ſeparate and diflinguiſh them from the ſeed ol 
<4 the terpent, Numb. xxiii 9. 

© Keep out of the ways and praclices of wick- 
«© ed men, Pf. i. 1. Prov. i, 20. | 

„ Them that fear and ſerve God, ſhall we my 
** companions and ſervants; and a profane wick- 
ed perſon ſhall not ſerve or belong to me. Ff. 
101. and 26. 4 . 

«« He that contents to the 2Qions of wicked 
men, and partakes of their ungodly pleaſurcs, 
** hath no right 40 preach God's laws, or plead 
„ his mercy. Pi. 1. 16, 18. Prov» ü. 20, and 
„ XXkili, 6. and xxix. 24. 1 42 
Can a man take fre in his boſom; and his 
cloaths not be burnt? can one go upon hot 
„ coals,and his feet not be bunt? Prox. V. 27, 
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* Make wo friendſhip with him who diflikes 
and onpoſes God's commands: leſt he prove a 
** ſmare to thee, and corrupt thee. Prov. xxii. 24, 
25. and i. 10. | 

* He that ſeeketh God in holy ways, among 
mis children, ſhall find him: but a companion 
** of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. Prev. 13. 20. ans 
«« xit. 28. and xv. 9. and xxi 16. 

Ve are rebellious, and keep company with 
* wicked men. therefore will I puniſh you- If. 
"7.23, $1. 

My people, the Babylonians have greatly in- 
** jured and oppreſſed you, and 1 will ſorely pu- 
** niſh them: therefore get ye out from among 
them that ye be not overwhetmed in their de- 
„ ſtruction Jer. I. and li. ch. 

After ye have ſtriven a while to convert 
<* the Jews, then, when ye ſee the army which 
** God bringeth for a puniſhment upon them, 2 


bout to beſiege Jeruſalem, flee ye from among 


<* the impenitent and obſtinate, left ye alſo be cut 
Hoff thereby. Matt. xxiv., 19—15. Mark xiii 9—16. 
Luke xxi. 13-24. and xxiv. 47. Matt. xxii 37. 
«cf 
30 

© Save yourſelves from this untoward gene- 
< ration. Acts ii 40—44 

« E vil communications corrupt good manners 
«© 1Cor. 13. 33, 34. 

« A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 


bag 1 Cor, V. 6. Hed. ii · 15. Gal. LO „9. what 
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„hat ſcllowſhip bath righteeuſeſs with un- 
#: righteouſneſs? and what # communion hath 
90 „ aht with darkneſs? Wherefore come out 
* from among them, and be ye ſeparate, faith the 
Lord, and have nothing to do with any Vein ſin- 
ful thing; and then! will receive you and vill 
« be your defence and portion, ard wilt make you 
„ hke myſelf holy, good and wiſe, faith the Lord 
«« Almighty, 2 Cor. * 14—18. 

„% Now we command you, brethren, accord- 
ing to the word of our Lord Jeſus Chiift, that 
„ye withdraw yourſelves from every brother that 
_ **£ walketh diſorderly, and keepeth not the com. 
* mands wEich God ſent you by us. 2 Thel. in 6 


«c 14. | 
ge not partaker of other mens fins; keepthy 


a ff pure. 1 Tim. v. 23. 
*« Shut profane and fooliſhi talk, for it will in- 
«« creale io more ungodlineis, and ſuch words will 
cat as a canker, 2 Tim. li. 16,7. 
„ Fiom falſe and unholy teachers withdraw 
*© thyſelf, Prov. xix. 47. 1 Iim. M. 3—5. ) 
© From them that have a form of godlineſs, 
** ſuch as frequenting church or meeting, finging, 
© reading, or praying, but deny by :their.gdgetri pe: 
and tions the univerſs], rei gning rower theres, 
« turn away. 2 Tim. ili, 5. 
„ Ye ſpiritual adulterett, and adulerefles, 
* know ye not that the friendſhip. of the woridis 
* enmity with God? whoſoever therefore will bc 
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a companion apd partaker of the pride, tolly, and 
and wickedneſs thereof, is the enemy of God. 
Ja. iv. 4. Ezek. xvi. Hoſ. ji. Is xxiii 17. Rev. 18 

Separate yourſelves from the ſpiritual adul- 
* tereſs my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
** ſins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 
«© Rev. xviii. 4.” 


DOCTRINE, 


Though the ſcriptures are moſt certainly the beſt 
and trueſt writings in the world, yet I have obſerv- 
ed that mere references to book chapter and verſe 
in them, withoutthe full quotation of the text, are 
often overlocked and difregarded : partly l ſuppoſe 
through indolence and careleſſneſs, and partly from 
not having the bible always at hand. I have there- 
fore, choſen to be copious in my quotations : in 
which 1 have not ſtrictly confined myſelf to the 
r- text, but only to the ſenſe ot meaning there- 

; as being the moſt n and conciſe method of 
2 it. 

By the above ſcriptures, my brethren, we are 
commanded to ſeparate ourſelves from the fellow- 
ſhip or ſociety of two ſorts of perſons : firſt, the 
impudent, or plainly. wicked and profane; and 
ſecondly the partial, luke warn, or ſelf willed pro- 
feſſor. The more we know of the ſcriptures, and 
the true ſervice of God, the more me know and 


ae fully convinced that his laws and commands are 
righteous 
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righteous and merciful and reaſonable altogether ; 
ſo that his wiſdom and goodneſs is indeed juſti- 
ed in the conſciences of them that are really wile, 

according to theii growth in true kuowledge, 

| It is a vain prayer to beg of God to keep us out 
k of temptation or evil, unleſs at the ſame time we 
ourſelves ſtrive for that end, by making uſe of the 
the reaſonable means in our power. What con- 
{ciencious godly perſon is there, who has not ſome- 
time felt the hurt of ſintul, light, worldly com- 
pany? or how can one eſcape unhurt, who muſt 
daily and continually deny and quench his own 
natural inclinations, if he will frequent the com- 
pany of them who profeſſedly and obſtinately in- 
dulge the ſame inclinations ? How good and kind 
and reaſonable then are the above commands, 
| which teaches us to ſeparate ourſelvesfromthe com- 
pany of wicked, light-minded, ſenſual perſons? For 
indeed, my brethren, ** obedience js better than 
ſacrifice, or repentance:* and it is much fafer and 
pleaſanter to keep our garments undefiled, rather 
than to have the ſtains of ſin to waſh out. Beſides, 
we muſt expect deadneſs, emptineſs, and unfruit. 
fulneſs in ourſelves : and the hidings of God's 
face, while we frequent the devils ſchool : for no 
man ſhall hear God's fatherly voice, or the till, 
gentle teachings of his- holy ſpirit, while walking 
in the broad way of ſin and vanity ; but to him 


bs 1 Sam. XV. 22. Prov. xxi. 3. ; h 
tha: 
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that ordereth his converſation aright, will he ſnew 
his ſalvation.” It is even a common proverb in the 


World, that a man is known by his company.“ 


and we haye two remarkable inſtances in the bible 
of the danger of aſſociating with the ungodly : one 


in the caſe of Dinah's going to viſit the women of 
. Shechem, which was productive of fornication and 
much þloodſhed ; * and the other in Jehoſaphat's 
| joining with Ahab, {|| where we find that he nar- 


rowly eſcaped with his life from the Syrians, and 
beſides incurred the anger of Ga. 

When' Abraham ſent his ſervant to his native 
country to fetch a wife for his ſon Ifaac, Gen. a4. the 
ſervant ſaid, if the woman will nat come with me, 
hall 1 carry Iſaac thither? no, ſaid Abraham, be- 
ware that thou carry not my fon thither again: if 

ſhe will come hither, well; if not, then thou ſhalt 


be clear of this bufineſs. So, my brethren, if your 


' former friends or acquaintance will ſorſake their 
fins and follies, and walk with you in the ways of 
*holineſs and a good conſcience, be glad of it ; but 
take heed that you go not with them. © Let them 
come to thee, but return not thou to them, J. 
It is true, we cannot altogether refrain the com 
pany or converſation of the worldly wicked; except 


as the apoſtle Paul ſays, we intirely go out of the 


world; ſo great 4 part of the human race is there 
in the broad way of miſery and deſtruction ! but 
what learneſtly intreat and warn you againſt, by 


42, .Chron.xviii, and Wx. ch. Gen. xxxiv. 
4 


Jer. 4x. 1). the 


e.g 1 


the command of God Almighty, and of his ſon our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is, that you will not join with 
or countenance the profane talker, jeſter, ballad 
ſinger, fortune and ſtory teller; the idler ; the 
frequenters of Taverns and ale houſes; the ſlan. 
derer; the common-{wearer and curſer; the coye- 
tous and unmerciful ; the muſician; the dancer ; 
cards, dice, billiards, bowls, and all the reft of the 
unprofitable, enſnaring, ſinful games, both gentee! 
and vulgar; ftage-playing ; unneceſſary drinking ; 
racing; hunting, ſhooting, and fiſhing for amuſe- 


ment; cock-fighting, and bull baiting : puppet- 


ſhews, and rope dancing; ſtatues ; portrait, land- 
ſcape, and ſuch like pictures, tending only to idol- 
atry and the pleaſing of the eye. Alſo in food, 
cloathing, and furniture, lay intirely aſide every 
thing that is merely for ornament or decoration, or 
to pleaſe the unnece ſſary cravings of the palate or 
appetite; and chuſe ſuch things as are cheap, plain 
grave, and uſeful. Likewiſe put away from you 
all romances, novels arut play-books; which are 
generally filled with lies, vanity, and things where- 
in there is no profit. 

1] earneſtly beſeech you, my brethren, to abſtain 
from theſe and all ſuch vanities; and if reaſon, ot 
neceſſity call you at any time into ſinful, froth y, 
uſeleſs company, take care that your behaviour be 
a reproof, rather than a ſanction to them- I] further 
intreat you, brethren, to watch and ſtrive apainit 
an idle inclination or curioſity for worldly hiftory, 

ne 
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vews, politics, or any merely ſpeculative ot amuſ- 
ing ſcience : which have a very great tendency to 
choke the truth in the heart, and to prevent its 
bringing forth the fruits of ſelf-denial, meekneſs, 
patience, humility, contentedneſs, mercy, love of 
God, induſtry, and ſuch like. » 
Thexo are alſo two more things which are great ene- 
mies to truth and the peace of God, and unbecome- 
ing a chriſtian; I mean, talkativeneſs and laughter. 
We are twice informed that our maſter wep! when 
he was upon earth, but we never once read that 
he laughed : and all his followers muſt in a mea 
ſure drink of his cup : and the cloſer they walk 
to him, the morg will they ſee the folly of emp- 
ty, unneceſſary talk, and noiſy laughter. As 1 
write not to the world, (the wilful wicked,) but 
to them whom God hath ſeparated from the world; 
I think it needleſs to caution you againſt fornicg 
tion, theft, lying, adultery and ſuch like plain ſins. 
Remember always my-bethren, **that the hearts 
ok all men, both good and bad, are in the pow- 
er of the Lord; and that he tumeth them which 
„way he will:“ and that “every man's judgment 
or lot is ordered by him.” Therefore never let ydur 
eart deceive you info the flattering or ſoothing of 
wickedneſs through fear of man, or hopes of ad- 
vantage, not even in your neceſſity. In all your 
dealings 
Prov. xxvi 17- 
Prov x. 19. and xiv. 13. and xiii, 3. Eccles vii 
2, and v. 1, 2 ; 
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dealings and occaſions, endeavour as much as if 
vou lies to have to do with honeſt, ſober, in“ 
dnftrious, merciful, humble, quiet, godly people: 
theſe are the excellent ones of the earth.” + Sup - 
poſe a drunkard, ſwearer, gameſter, or debauchee 
offers to work cheaper, or ferve you lower than the 
chriſtian can; let not that, my brethren, intice you 
to give the childrens bread to the dogs. If you 
only love or ſerve them that ſerves you as low or 
lower than you can get elſewhere, what thank is 
due to you? He that ſerveth a good man becauſe 
he is a good man, hyeth up treaſure in heaven. 
O my brethren be rich with God. } Abhor and 
turn away from that which is evil, ſeek out and 
cleave to that which is good. | 
And here ſuffer me to caution you againſt the 
practice of thoſe two mean, ſelfiſh, unmerciful, 
worldly maxims, wbich teaches “ to buy as cheap, 
and ſel] as dear as we can.” remember, brethren, 
that“ we are not to render evil for evil to any 
% man.“ Oh how little do many that are called 
chiiſtians think of that great, fundamental docttine 
of chriſtianity, ** do as you would be done by,” 
when they are as it were gtinding one anothers fa* 
ces in their dealings, without having the excuſe of 
real neceſſity or poverty, and often _ even 


His vi. 43—46. John xiit. 17. and xiv. 21, 


XV1. 3, Matt. x. 40—44. and 
XXV. 34 40. Mar}. ix. 41—42. 


4 Matth. vi. 19, 20. Prov. * 17. Luke xvitis 
20. 2A Cor. ix, 10. Rom. xl. 9. 
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nhen they are convinced in their concience that a 
reaſonable, moderate price is ſet upon the goods 
which they are endeavouring to beat down 
I do not mean that you ſhould lye at the mercy 
of every one that would over-reach or impoſe upon 
you; bnt this I intreat, when you ſell, aſk no more 
than a reaſonable price; and when you buy, if you 
believe the feller deals fairly and honeftly with you, 
give him his price, if it is in your power, without 
coveting any part of his juſt profit: and rather be 
content with leſs, or Jowerepriced food and cloath- 
ing if poffible, than abridge one whom you believe 
to fear and ſerve God ; in caſe your money will not 
reach to give, him his price for what you would 
willingly have. 

IF any man ſhould aſk why we muſt deny ours 
ſelves the enjoyment of ſo many of the pleaſureable 
and delightful things of this world ? It is a ſufficient 
anſwer that God hath ſo commanded us. God did 
mot create the gaudy flower that his people might 
idly ſpend their time in admiring its colours, or a 
dorning their bodies; any more than that they 
ſhould cheriſh and promote the growth of bugs, 
or fleas, or noi ſome weeds, which he created alſo. 
No, it is the buſineſs of his children to ſhew their 


alliance to him, and their ſeparation from the fool - 


it, wicked world, by W wr the good and prœsi- 


table 
Prov. xxi. 17. and xxii, 2, 3t. Matt. xvi- 2 


Luke xiv. 26, 27. 1 Tim. ii. 9. and v. 6, 13. 1 John 


1. 15-17, 
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table in all. things, & reſoling the evil and uſeleſs. j 
And there are many alluring, pleaſant things in 
this world which ought to be mare carefully ſhun+ 
ned, becauſe they do a great deal more miſchief 
both to the ſouls and bodies of men, than any ver» 
min, wild beaſts, or noxious weeds. 
I! be practice of ſelf denial muſt be juſtified i in 
the conſcience of every neighbourly, merciful man; 
For we find that to be true which was ſaid to the 
Jews of old, the diſtreffed and needy ſhall never 
* ceaſe out of the land: and in onr preſent pre- 
carious ſtate, * we ſee the reaſonableneſs of thoſe 
commands which teaches us“ to bear one anothers 
* burdens,” and to © Jove the brethren as our- 
« ſelves.” But how do we ſympathize or mourn 
with our poor diſtreſſed brethren, when we ſpend 
that time or money ſuperfluouſly or extravagantly, 
which would contribute towards making them eaſy 
and contented? (And let us hot negle any giſt or 
duty becauſe it is ſmall, but remember that wilful 
injuſtice or diſobedience to the leaſt command, will 
as certainly exclude us from heaven, as wilful diſ- 
abedience to the greateſt :$ and that the ſmalleſt 
deeds when offered with a ſincere willing mind, are 
highly eſteemed in the ſight of God.) Again, we 
are certain, my brethren, that this world will rot 
B harbour 
110. vii. 15, 16. Phil. i. 10. and iv. 8.. Tit, iii, 
, 14. * Eccles zi. 2. Gal. vi. 1. Pf. xl. 1—2, 
$ Zech. iv, 10. Luke xvi. 10. Ja. ii. 10 
ITbuke xxi. = a Cor, vill. 13. 


. 
: 
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harbour us long; and we are affured by them whom 
we have reaſon (from their works) to believe, that 
that there is another world beyond this, the delights. 
and pleaſures of which are utterly oppoſite to them 
which ſurround us here; and that this life is the 
only time which is given us to Prepare for that 
ſtate, by ** taking our affections from things delow, 
and fixing them upon things above ; there being 
no place for that work after death. How fooliſhly 
then do they act, who are continually labouring 
(by indulgence) to fix their aſſections upon ſenſual 
things, thereby heaping up ſorrow for themſelyes, 
againſt the time of theiy ſeparation ? 

Indeed, my dear brethren, it is truely reaſon- 
able to be continually looſening ourſelves, and pre- 
paring for our departure. } There is a heart : felt ſa- 
tistaction in the thought that our cords are all ready 
booſed. f But even though we ſhould ſuffer this 


world to get hold of us, and follow the bent of our | 


natural inclinations, with plenty of money to ſup- 
port us, yet it cannot then make us happy; not 


even for time. |} But he that hath overcome the 


allurements of the world, and governeth himſelf by 
the wiſe, good, and juſtlaws of God, after the fiery 


nme of purgation and trial is over, hath exceeding < 


* the advantage oſ the worldling i in point of hap- 
pineſs 

„Eccles. xt. 3. and ix. 10. Rev. Xxil, 11- 
11 cor. vii. 29-31. Luke xli. 15—21. and xxi. 
14 Ja: iv 14. 2 Pet. til. 10-14, 1 John ii. 1517. 
Luke xii 35-46, 2 Tim iv. 6=8, [Ecclgs, ij. 112. 
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pineſs, even in this Be, It is true, that he who 
is determined not to cut off a right hand, or pluck 
out a right eye; that is, to deny or uſe violence to 
his natural inclinations, will never arrive at happi- 
neſs, cither here or hereafter. For though God doth 


degin the work of our redemption without the 


leaſt goodrigelination or help from us, yet When he 
hath given us u talent or gift, he doth expect that 
we ſhall mike uſe of it; and he will not compleat 
our ſalvation unleſs we labour and ſt rive together 
with him; he will not circumciſe our hearts, or 
take awa our natural ſinful effeions, unleſs we 
firſtgroan in oppoſition to them, and deny their call 
and prevent their coming into action. 

Let'no no man think that my caution againſt 
ſatisfying an uleleſs curiofity, or itching incſinati 
on after hiſtory, news, politics, or ſciences which 
are einer merely for amuſement, or at leaſt what 
we have no reaſonsble buſinefs with; I ſay, think 
not, my brethren, that 1 am tos ſevere and rigid 
in warning you againſt theſe things: for I know 
by painful experience, that unprofitable knowledge, 
or images unneceſſarily taken into the mind, often 


Rick there like burrs or pitch, for a conſiderable 


time after, to the great hurt and prejudice' of 


_ the herdleſs and unwary. + 


What | have already ſaid relates chiefly to 
B 3 our 

Matt. xxy. 14—30. and 5. 4, 29. and 11. 12 
- + Eccles. I. 18. 1 Theſs. iv. 11. 1 Tim. w. 15 


f 0d v. 13. Pro. 26.17. and 27.8, 12. 
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aur ſepara ſtop from the groſs, witful ſtrner: but 
there are other ſorts ofmen alfs from whomwe muſt 
&parate-: the partial or phariſaical, and ſelf wills 
ed prof̃e ſſors. By partial, I mean ſuch as do ſome, 
perhaps mov good tings, 2s Herod; 4 but yet will 
not do all that the word of Gop Clearly amd oxprevty 
requites of them: which is the indiſpenſable du 
and charaQeriftic of every true child of God. 1 


by ſelt · willed profeſſors, I mean them who join 
commands and traditions of humgn- inventian, ta 
thoſe of God: as alſo did the Phariſees ih our Lords 
time, | and aa very many do at this day. And in- 


dieed it is generally the cafe that the partial ot 
lukewarm, do alſo hold ſeh-willed or fuperſtitious 
goctrines and practices : adding ſame of theif own 
inventians in the ſtead of what they cfiitee aud 
ktaydout of God's commands. 2 

Nom it is our duty to feparate tine from 
chuteh · fellow uin with all theſe; fo foon as we 
tre fully convinced in pur conſcience that theit 


practick is contrary to the ſcriptures ; and "that 


after repeated admonitions and warnings, we find 
them obſtina tely bent to continue therein. $ Da- 
vid mentions the progreſs of God's children from 
company t compeny :'* and Paul ſays “ prove 
all things (by the word of God) and hold faſt that 
GL * ind ſo ae John tells us “ not 
; to 
„ Man x xiii 23. „ Mark v1. - 80 
+ x Cor xiii: 1—}. Ja. ii. 10. wo ** 
$ Matt, xvii 159+ 1 Cbr. w II- 13. 
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to believe every ſpirit, but to try them;“ and if 
wrong, conſequently to reject them.“ 

And be not afraid, my brethren, though ye 
ſhould in keeping faithful to the light which open- 
eth your underſtandings in the knowledge of the 
ſcriptures, 1 ſay be not afraid though in thus fol- 
lowing the truth, ye be left to walk even alone. 
Our Lord Jefus Chriſt tells us that“ he who will 
not forſake all that he hath, cannot be his diſci- 
ple.” For God will have the whote heart of his 
children, and therefore he tries them even to the 
giving vp the deareſt things they have. So he tried 
Abraham our pattern, when he demanded Iſaac; 
and ſo he tries all whom he receives. Elijah, Job, 
Jeremiah, and Paul were for their faithfulneſs left 
to walk alone. + God hath promiſed to accompany 
and ſupport all his obedient fincere people in all their 
tryals and affſictions. and though in leading them 
through tribulation to his kingdom of righteouſneſs 
and peace and joy, he ſometimes ſuffers them to be 
exceedingly oppreſſed, || yet he does not ſuffer them 


to be deſtroyed : 1 but does by means of theſe 


afflitions take away their ſins, ( uncharitabinefs, 
pride, fear of man, love of the world, &c) till in the 
end forrow and ſighing ſhall be no more. 
- B 2 Let 

1 John iv. 1. 2 John x. 11. 

+ Job. xix. Jer. xv. 10. Rom. xi. 3. Tim. 4. 16. 

$ IC. xliij. 1, 3. 2 Cor. xii. 9. John xiv. 21--23 

2 Cor 5.8. ® If, Ix Ixi. xi and 1xv, 

cor, iv. 9. and 12. 9- 
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Loet every one that maketh 4, religious proteſon, 


depart from fin, both pra@ical and doctrina; fen- 


ſual and ſpiritizal. And the grace of our Lord Jeſus 


; 


"Chriſt, even his atonement, interceſſion, and free 
ſpitit, be with al ſuch for ever. Amen. 1 
CHA P TER II. 


Of the terms of our acceptance with el, | 


TEXT S. ä 
« By rnyfets have 1 ſworn faith; the Lord; 


% that becauſe thou haſt obeyed me, and done 


this deed, 1 will blefs thee and er tee 
: *© exceedingly. Gen. xxH. 46, 18. 
Aud now, Iſrael, what doth the Lotd. thy 


God require of thee, bat to fear the Lo-d thy 


God, to walk in all his ways {of juſtice, mercy, 


and hdline6, typified by offerings, waſbings and 
„other ceremonies) and to love him! and ſerve 
„him with all thy heart, and with all thy foul. 


« Duet. x 12. 
*«« Becauſe my ſervant Caleb had a true fat 


in him, and followed me fully; 1 will give him 


an inheritance in the land of Canan. u. 


1 . 1 ² o ia 


Then ſtood up Phineas, inmates bod: 
ment * and that deed was xomnted unto him for 


«« righteoufneſs for ever. Numb. v5. 6. — PC. 


106. 32, 3x, 


to my 
* 


* 
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e yighteouſneſs, according to the aleanneſs of m 
„ tands hath he recompenſed me. For I was vp 
* right in heart, and I reyented of that herein 
, Lerred. 2 Sam ii. 2118. 
Henekiah truſted in the Lord God of Iſrael; 
4. and kept his commandments : and the bleſling 
of the Lord was with him. 2 Kings. xxvili. 1—8. 
„Lord, who ſhall dwell with.thee ? he that 
£* walketh uprightly, and worketh rightequſyeſs, 
« and ſpeaketh the truth in his heart. Pf. xv. 1, 3. 
„ Whoſo walketh uprigbtly nal! be ſaved. 
% prov. xx viii. 18. 
bee Fear God, . and keep his commandments , 
„for this is the whole duty of man. For Sod 
vill bring every work into judgment, both good 
and bad: and the recompence of a man's deeds 
„hall be given unto him, Eccles. xii. 13, 14. 
prov. xii 44. 
Wah ye, make you clean, put away all evil 
«« doings from you; ceaſe to do evil, learn 
todo well; ſeck judgment, relleve the oppreſſ. 
ed, judge (help, rightea) the fatherlefs + plead 
«r for, (fupport) the widow : | then will the Lord 
«+ blot out your fins, though ever fo great; and 
give you an inheritance in heaven. but if ye 
** refuſe to do theft thiogs, ye ſhall be damacd. 
it If, 1. 16-20. | ee 
41 > -8 hoy 


t ſuch as Luke xxl. 16, n 
I 5ugh as 1 Tim, . 3 
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„Thus faith the Lord, inquire for the good 
©*© old way g and walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt 
fort your ſouls. Jer. vi. 16. 
The ſoul that ſinneth ſhall die. The fon 
„ ſhall not fuffer for the father, nor the father 
* for the ſon. But whoever is juſt, and does that 
» which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely live. 
„ Fzek, xviii. 
% What doth the Lord require of thee, but to | 
* do juſtly, to act mercifully, and to walk hum- ; 
bly with thy God. Micah. vi. 8. : 
„ Ye ſhall be bleſſed if ye will diligently obey ? 
© the Lord your God. Zeck, vi- 13. 
© Think not that Lam come to deſtroy (annul, 


» A 4 , 4 


*' fit afide, make void) the moral law or the pro- 2 
«« phets: I am not come to deſtroy, but to fulfil 70 

* [both in himſelf, and in all his people. Rom. 8. 2 
„ 4.] for verily ſo long as heaven and earth abides, 74 
** not the leaft part of the moral law ſhall be ſet Wy 


ll 4 alide; but ſhall continue in force. And except 
| your own perſonal, actual righteouſneſs, ſhall 
exceed that of the ſcribes and phariſees $ ye 
1 fſnall on no other account receive an inheritance 
| « in heaven. Therefore all things that ye would 
0 „ have men do to you, do ye even ſo to them : 
| „ for this is the moral I law and the prophets. 
| „ Matt. v. 2326, and 7. 12. 

** The Lord jeſus will ſay to the righteous. 


{ Ts. viii. 20. Matt. iv. 17. Luke. 16 — 11 
5 Matt. li. 23. 1 12. 1. 8. 
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come, ye. bleſſed of my Father, to a good inhe 
a ritance, For 1 was hungry and ye gave me meat, 
** thirſty and ye. gave me tink, a ſtranger and ye 
took me in, ſick and in priſon and viſited me, 
« or if ye did it unto one ot the ſeaſt of my bre 
** thren, (truly good men ye have done it unto meg 
Matt. xxv. 340. 

« ] am the vine, ye are the branches. If a may 
apide not in me, by obedience to my commands, 
* he is caſt forth as a withered branch and 
© Hurned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide 
% jn you, ye ſhall aſk what ye will and it ſhall be 
* done unto you. Herein is 2. Father glorified, 

<' that ye bear much fruit, ſo ſhall ye be my dil 

4 ciples. John. xv. =. 
„ Ofa truth, God is no reſpoctor of perſons ; | 
* but in every nation, he that feareth him, 
&« 4nd worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted v | 
„ him. Acts. X. 34, 33. 
God will render to every man zecording to 
nis deeds : to them who patiently continue in 
„ welFdoing to the end, eternal life : but to the 

be unrighteous, indignation and Wrath. Tribulation 
** 2nd anguim upon every ſoul of man that dorh 
evil: but glory, honour,. aud peace to every 
* man that worketh good. And there is no reſpect 


1 of perſons with God, For not the hearers of the 
law arc juſt before God, but the doers of the law, 


20 the honeſt, fincere, humble, merciful, n—_ 
V oh 
* Eph v. 29, 39. * | | 
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ate, charitable man, ſhall be juſtified. Rom. 2. 
« 6-13, If.33-15—24; Mat, 7. 24.29. 
* All the law is comprehended in this com. 
% mand, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf.” 
For love does no ill to the beloved, therefore love 
*« is the fulfiling of the law, Rom. xiii. 8 „.. 
* Let every man prove bis own work by Gods 
*« word, and then if it be found right, he ſhall have 
on rejoicing in himſelf alone, and not in another. 
For every man ſhall bear his own burden; and 
* reap that which he ſows. Gall. vi. 4-7. _ 
© Ourrejoicing is this, the teflimony of aur 
ws conſcience, that in ſimphcity, and godly ſincer- 
* ity ſthe walk of Chriſt] not with fleſhly wiſdom, 
hut by the grace of God, we have had our con- 
*«* verſation in the world. 2 Cor. 1. 12, ., +: 
« Ye ſee then how that by works a man is 
* ;uſtified, and not by faith only. Ja. ii. 24. 

* Whoſo would be happy, let him forfake evil 
and do good; and continue therein. 1. Pet ii- 
« 19,13. 

Let no man focaivg you, whoſoever doth 
„ righteouſneſs is righteous, even as he is righte- 


« ous. And he that committeth wilful ſin is ofthe 


«6 Devil « John. iii 2. 8. 

* Pure religion and undefiled according to the 
% ſpiritual meaning of God's commandments is 
« this, to comfort and ſupport bis afffited chil- 
„ Aren, and to keep ourſelves free from the firs 


and vanities of the world. Ja. i. 27., | 
| There 
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«« There are a few even in Sardis, which have 
t not defiled their garments; and they ſhall thete- 


fore walk with mein white: for they are wor» 


de thy. 

f « Philadelphia, 1 know thy works : behotd, 
* 7 have let before thee an open door, and no man 
© can ſhut it: for thou haſt a litile ſtrength, and 
haft kept my commanuments, and haſt not turn- 
ed back from them. Becauſe thou haſt kept the 
word of my patience [foliowed me in tryal and 
tribulation} * I alſo will keep thee from the hour 
of temptat.on, which ſhall overwhelm the wick- 
- ed. 

To him that overcometh by conſtantly de. 

* parting from fin, and continuing in well-doing, 
„% Or good works, + will 1 grant to fit with me in 
„% my throne, even as in. the ſame. manner I over- 
« came, and am therefore ſet down with my Fa- 
« ther in his throne, Kev. 3. 

« He that evercometh by keeping the com- 
© mandments to the end 4 ſhall inherit all things, 
„ and 1 will be his God and portion for ever, and 
C heſhall be my ſon. But ti. fearful [of men] and 
« unbelie ving cdi ſobedi ent] and abominable &. 
« ſliall be caſt into hell. Rey. 21. 35, 

gleſſed are they that do his commandments, 

«© that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may 
» Luke xxii. 8. | Heb. xii. 1-4 Gal. vi. 9. 

John xiv. to, Rom, xii» 121. 1 John ti. 13. 
6 Jer, i. 8, 17. Ezek. il. 6, Rev. xxi, 7, 8 


46 


£44) 
may enter in through the gates, into the city, 


for all the wicked fdying fo} ſhall be ſhut vut. 
** Rev. xxil. 14. 1 ; 


DOCTRINE. 


Under the above texts, my brethren, the grace of 
God conftrains me to warn and caution you againſt 
a very pernicious error, which I find exceedingly 
prevalent among ſt the profeſſors of chriſtianity : it 
is this, that we are accounted. righteous in the 
ſight of God, and receive admiſſion into, and an 
Inheritance in the kingdom of heaven wholly and 
intirely upon account of what our Lord Jefus Chriſt 
aid and Toffered when he dwelt upon earth; ex- 
chuſive of any works that we either have, or ever 
Mall do. 

One text which is brought in ſupport of this doc- 
trine is, 4 If righteouſmeſs come by the law, then 
Chriſt is dead in vain,”— We find mention made 
in the ſcriptures of two laws given by God for man 
to obey : the one, a moral, virtuous, good law, 
Contained in many precepts and commandments 
throughout both the old and new tefſtaments : the 
other; a law of outward ordinances, and rites ſent 
by the mediation of Moſes for the outward obſer- 
vance, atonement, and cleanfing of the untigh te- 
ous and unholy, or outward Jews,-* - 

1 Gall. i. 2, Now 
Sam. xv. 22. pl. l. 70. Matt. xu. 2-—$, 
'k Tip. i $ Ly a © 


4 
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T 
Now Paul at firſt preached the goſpel in Galatia, 

but afterwards ſome Jews came amongſt th em who 
perſuaded them to obſerve the outward ordinances 
of the moſaic law : Paul was muchgrieved at this: 
and it is very evident that in the epiſtie which he 
wrote to them thereupon, he is warning them againſt 
truſting in, or obſerving the moſaic law of rites and 
ceremanies: for he ſays ** ye obſerve days, and 
« months, and times, and years: Iam afraid of 
«© you.” And again, -*behold, I Paul fay unto you 
„ that if you be circumciſed, Chrift ſhall profit 

« you nothing.” But neither Paul, nor any other 
of the prophets or apoſtles ever forbad us to be 
humble, temperate, honeſt, merciful, induſtrious, 
loving to the brethren, &c. Neither does the 
ſcriptures ever ſpeak lightly or diſreſpectfully of 
fuch good works, or forbid our truſting in perſe- 
verance in them. It is true, Iſaiah ſays ** all our 
<« rtzhteouſneſſes are as filthy rags;” Ixix. 6, But 
it is evidently to be ſeen upon reading this, 
and the foregoing chapter, that the ſtate of which 
he then writes was atime of deep humiliation upon 
account of unfaithfulneſs or backſliding; which had 
defiled their former inward glory or purity, and 
rent their cloathing of wrought gold. Let none 
call the deeds of faith and love which God works 
in his children, filthy rags; nor the ſanctiied tem- 
ple of the Holy Spirit, an unclean place. F 
| 8 At 

* pf, xv. 13. 
+2 Cor. in. 46, 17. and i. 11. Kev. 4- 
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At the ſanſe time that the apoſtle forbids the Ga- 


latians to keep the ceremonial law, he very carn- 
eſtly and plainly inſiſts upon their obedience to 
the moral law; and never tells either them or 
any other, that faith will carry any one to heaven 
who lives after, or is kept in bondage by the fleſh. 
No, the fincere or upright keepers or doers only 


of the holy, moral law of God ſhall be juſtified or 
ſaved.*® 


Another argument in defence of the doctrine 
«© that our own good works, which ſpring origi- 
„ nally and intirely from the free grace of God, 
do not procure our entrance into heaven,” is 
brought ſrom Rom 7.4 6..*Wherefore, my brethren 
ye aiſo are become dead to, or freed from the law, 
[paſt offences againſt it, Rom. 3, 2 5] by the body 
or ſufferings of Chriſt ; that ye ſhould be married, 
ſubject, and obedient to another ; even to him 
who is raiſed from the dead: that we ſhould Io, 
therefore, becauſe of out living union with him} 
bring forth fruit unto God ; by keeping his good 
and holy law which before we could not de. For 
when we were in the fleſh, before our ſpiritual un- 
jon with Chriſt, the ſins which were made manifeſt 
in our conſcience bythe holy Spirit's applying there- 
toll the law, did work in our members, webeingunder 
their dominion or power & brought forth fruit un- 


to death. But now we are delivered from the con- 


demnation 
® Rom. ii. 13. Matt. vii. 12, 2 &c. Ja. ii. 21. 


+ Cor. iv. 7. 1 2 Tim. ii. 26. J John xvi. 8, 
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demnation of the law; that bond and debt to it, 
and alſo the dominien of fin in us, wherein we 
were held, being dead: or cancelled, paid, and 
fubdued. That we ſhould henceforth SERVE IN 
NEWNESS OF SPIRIT, or renewedneſs of heart 
and goſpel doctrine, * and not only in the oldneſs 
of the letter; conſiſting either in carnal erdinances, 
or a bare outward obedience to the moral law.” 
In the above chapter, the apoſtle ſpeaks of the 
moral law of God; but he is ſo far from ſeting us 
at liberty from it, that he makes our neceſſary, in- 
diſpenſable obedience to it exceedingly more broad 
than, I ſuppoſe, the outward or carnally-minded 
part of the Jewiſh nation had thought it to be: 
even as much broader, as outward and inward ſpi- 
ritual obedience, is beyond the outward or bodily 
only. If you aſk, then, where is the grace of the 
goſpel ? 1 anſwer in this, that with an obligation te 
keep the law of God not only outwardiy, but now 
alſo inwardly, we receive ſtrength or power ſo to 
do: for, © the law [without faving grace} came 
by Moſes; [the firſt covenant} but grace and 
truth [LAW AND ALL NEEDFULL GRACE] 
came by Jeſus Chriſt.” + 


A third objection _=_ the fore.mentioned 


John iii. 3. Mets. 1 27, 28. rs 

+ Jer. xxxi. 31—34. If. xi. and lix. 21. and lx. 
Ixi. Ixii. ch. Ezek. xxxvi. 25, &c. Heb. viii. 6=13- 
Matt. i. 21. John xv. 16. and xvii. 11. 
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s raiſed from Rom. iii. 28. therefore we 
ac conclude that a man is juſtified by faith, {faith- 
4% ful, regenerated, ſincere goſpel obedience to the 
% moral law,] without the deeds of the law: Lei- 
5 ther by natural, moral righteouſneſs ; or cere” 
« monial obedience.]” 

As we find mention made in the 888 of wa 
laws, (the moral, and ritual ot ceremonial,) ſo we 
plſo find two ſorts of faith ſpoken of therein: 
the one is obedience to, or a keeping of the truth;* 
in which ſenſe God himfelif is called: faithful ;+ 
the other, confiſts in 2 belief of, or aſſent to 
ſomething that is declared to us, or hath been 
heard of by us ; in which ſenſe the phariſees and 
devils believe. f But wherever throughout the 
fcriptures we find faith mentioned as faving us from 
ba or the wrath of God, it conſtantly means a re. 
generated faithful, upright obedience to his moral 
hw. Which obedience begins at firſt as leaven put 
into the meal, or à grain of muſtard ſeed, or as the 
green blade of the corn; and is ſolely and intirely 
the free unmerited gift of God; by the mediation 
of means of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: we being natur- 
ally born wit bout God, of any ſpiritual goodneſs ; 
but by a contmuance in that life or obedience or 
faith thus freely given us, we are met with, and 
dleſſed and ftrengthened and fully fandtified; and 
at length rewarded with evertaſting happineſs, by 


„Rom. i. .8 x Theſs. i, 5—t9. 
+ Cor. x. 13. 1 Thefs. v. 28 


4 Ihn xii. 43. Ja. ij. 19. him 
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him who at firſt gave us life or ſtrength or power 
to work. 

God is called faithful, becauſe he performs thet 
which he has promiſed : ſo a chriftian alſo is a co- 
venant-keeping, faithful perſon : for God promiſes 
his people every good thing, if they will faithfully 
keep his commandments to the end of his tryals, 
and his people determine with their whole heart 
that they will do ſo.“ I have ſworn, and I will per- 
form it, that I will keep thy righteous judgments 
and laws alway, even to the end.“ 

By faith it is, that the children of God overcome 
the world, the fleſh, and the Devil: that is. in 
faithfully keeping the commands of God [“ I being 
in the way. Js They are met with, and ſaved, and 

ſtrengthened and bleſſed by him, according to his 
promiſes to ſuch perſons throughout the whole 
ſcriptures. ** he meeteth him that worketh righte« 
ouſneſs.” Our Lord ſays ** only believe: and 
agaig, be that believeth ard is baptized, ſhall 
he ſaved; but he that believeth not ſhall be dam - 
ned: yet at the leaſt judgment we do not find 
the word faith once mentioned ; but our Lord re. 
ceives ſome, becauſe, ſaith he, | or my people, 
** was an hungred, and ye fed me; naked, and 
ye clothed me; &c.” And he rejects others, 
who yet made a great profeſſion, becauſe, ſays he 
'* 1 was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat; 

Cc 3 naked 
® Fzek. xvi. 6. Mat 25. 14—30. 2 Tim 4. 7,t. 
1 Pf. cxim, 100, 112. 8 Gen. xxiv. 27. 
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naked, and ye cloathed me not; &c.“ + When the 
comforter is come, ſays aur Lord, he ſhall con» 
vince the world of fin, becauſe they believe not on 


me; but ſays the Apoſtle Paul, “let nb man 
decei de you with vain words, fot (not for want of 
ſome idea, or Imagination, or operation, or action 
of the mind, which many now call faith, but) be. 


- Eauſe of whoredom, covetouſneſs, vain ſinful con- 
yerfation, and ſuch like things, cometh vers wrath 
of God upon the world,” 

Paul ſays to the Romans, I thank my God 


that your faith is ſpoken of throughout the whole 


world.” 1. 8. and to the "Theffatonians, in every 


place your faith to God-ward is ſpread abroad,” g- 
© gain, your faith groweth exceedingly. } Paul dd 
© not here thank God that they were able ta make 
a ine profeſſion with the tongue; neither becauſe 
of ſome good idea or imagination that they had in 


their mind; nor becauſe of any action or effert 
that they were able to make with it ; but becauſe 
their bodily actions, their fruit,” was feen ahd 
known to be eminently good. For by mens fruit, 


ſays our Lord, ye ſhall know and judge of them; and 
not hold any man for a brother becauſe he talleth 


me Lord, (that is maketh a good profeſſion with 
the toague,) but becauſe he doth the deeds that I 
command. 


True faith, ſaith the ſcripture, it that which * 


yorketh by loye:” that is, the'ſervice or obedience 

which 
1 Eph. v. 6 + Mam. xxV. 1 Thefs i: B. 
l 2 Theſs i., 3. 
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which God requires is that which daeth good. to 
mankind ; eſpecially to good men. * For amongſt 
men there are many ways of obcying or ſerving 
God, and ſome of them work by hatred to their 
.neiibbour, and not by love: witneſs the religious 
. perſecutions and martyrdoms which have been in 
this and other countries.; 
«« Faith, ſays Paul, is the ſubſtance of things 


| hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen.“ Heb, 
to xi. 1, And what is it that ſiucere fouls deſire and 


ſeck,and hope for? it is knowledge aud ſtrength keep 


Gods commandments in ſpirit and in truth. Y This 
ſtrength or ſubſtance is faith. (and when they have 


received it they are no longer ſcholars either in 


the moſaic ſchool of rites and ceremonies, or in the 
. forms and ways of worſhip invented by any other 
man or men, which are contrary to that law 


of liberty, that Chriſt hath given them in the 
goſpeh. $——The faithful walking or obedience 
. of God's children, is alſo an evidence or proof 
that his Spirit, which cannot o Jeen, dwells in 
them. 

« Faith without works, ſaith James, is dead : 17 
that is, not ſaving; uſeleſs: good for nothing; any 
more than a body without a ſoul, which is the glory 
and excellency and goodneſs and ſtrength ot it.— 
As the words which a perſon uſes when he gives 


any thing, to another, * take this”) is to the gift 


* Rom, xiii 8—10, J3- ii. 8. itſelf 
S Gal, in. 35 and tv. 3==9. and v. 1— 13: Col. 
A. Aa 1 Matt, v. 6. 
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itſelf; ſo is a bare aſſent to, or belief of the ſcrip* 
tures (either with mouth or heart) in compariſon of 
of keeping the commands therein contained.* 

A fourth argumeat againſt the doctrine contained 
in the ſecond head is brought from Rom. 7. 14. 25. 
where Paul ſays. 1 am naturally] carnal, [ſenſu- 
al, worldly minded, ] ſold under [ſubje& to] fin”, 
N our adverſaries would gladly perſuade us, that 
tae apoſtle is there ſpeaking of his then pref 
ſent ſtate; and ſay they, if that eminent ſon of God 
was led captive by the Devil, or fin; and had not 
ſtrength to do that which he ſaw to be right, or to 
refrain from that which his conſcience told him 
was wrong; what reaſon have any other of Gods a- 

dopted children to expect any ſuch ſalvation in this 
life ? and indeed if Paul had then given us his pre- 
ſent experience, there had been much reaſon in 
making ſuch an inference from it; but it is clearly 
evident from the whole ſenſe of this and the fore. 
going and collowing chapters, that in this 7th chap 
ter he is relating a former experience, when the 
Holy Spirit had only convinced him of fin : from 
the reigning power of which he was now delivered, 
both inwardly and outwardly, by the death and 
mediation of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and by the in- 
_ dwelling of the Spirit of God, enabling him to keep 
Chriſt's commandments. 
In ſcripture we ſometimes find things paſt and 
to come, mentioned 28 if then prefently exiſting, 
_thovgb 
Ja. ii. 16, 26 


6 


though they be not literally ſo but only in a figure of 
FÞeeth, or manner of ſpecking; the true meaning 
of which the wiſe, ſpiritual man can eanly gathet 
from the contexts, or fromthe whole tenor of ſerip- 
ture. We find inſtances of this manner of ſpe ech in 
Romiii.9,18 and If. liii.35. in the latter text the pro- 
phet Iſaiah ſpeaks of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſuf- 
ferings in the fleſu, both in the preſent and paſt tenſe 
tough they were not to commence in reality till 
feveral hundred years after: and in the former text, 
the Apoftle Paul ſpeaking in the preſent tenſe ſays, 
are we better than liats, curſers. murderers, at 
any that have no fear of God before their eyes 
but as every body acknowledges that Iſaiah fpoke - 
fFeuratively, and not literally; ſo it is alſo plainly e- 
vident from the holy life and writings of Paul, that 
when he ſays** we are in no wiſe better than they,” 
he is ſpeaking of his former natural unregenerate 
fate. See alſo 1 Tim. i, 12-16. 1 Cot. xv, 9, 10, 

© More clearly to convey the meaniug of the 
Apoſtlc in this much abuſed paſſage in tbe ſeventh 
of Romans, * 1 will give you a ſhort pataphraſe u 


pon it fiom the fourteenth verſe to the end. 


« verſe 141 was naturally carnal, earthly, 

** ſenſua], deviliſh, 4 fold under, or r ſubject to the 
LL rule and dominion of fin. t 

«« ver. 15 For that which 1 did to others, 1 

* allowed not to be good; of, willingly, to be done 

g | ta 


I Rom. vill. 7, 8: Rom. vi; 6—16 


*2Pet, iii. 16, j 2 Net, ii. 19, 


34 ] | | 
to me: for that which I would have had done 
me, that I did not to others; but what I hat 
*© to have done to me, that did ! to others. 


ver. 16. If then being a ſervant to fin, 1 did 
* that to others which Iod not have had done 


to me, I conſented, or acknowledged in my con- 


«« ſcience that the law of God * was good, 


ver. 17. Now then. it was no more I, acting 


% with an whole, upright heart according to my 
**-conſcience, that did it, + but known, damnable 
*« ſin that dwelt and reigned in me, and was obey: 
he ed by me. 

*« yer. 18. For | know that in me (that is my 
te fleſh, or natural ſtate) dwelt no good thing : for, 
* to wiſh for and approve that which is good was 
«* preſent with me, but I had no ſtrength to per- 
« form it. 

«« ver. 19 For the good that I was convinced 
*« of, I did not: but the fin which I was convinced 
of, that I did. 

ver. 20, Now ifl did that which 1 Was con- 
uinced in my conſcience was wrong, then it was 
no more I that did it ignorantly, and therefore 
*« excuſably, but known fin obeyed by me. 

„ver. 2t. 1 found then, that when through 
« the conviction of my conſcience, or the fear of 
* God 

* Matt. vii- 12 Rom. xüi 9, 0. 


t as Rom. vii 9. John ix, 4'. Luke vill. 34 
Adds i, 47. Rom, iv. 15, and v. 13, 
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0 God, or the ſtriving of his holy Spirit, I would 
** have done good, I was overcome by fin, 

„ver. 22. For even at that time when I obey» 
*© ed ſin, my heart and conſcience approved and was 
** convinced of the fuſtice and goodneſs of the law 
15 of God. 

© ver. 23. But I found that fin had me in bon- 
© dage $ and forced me to do that which my con- 
#* ſcience convinced me was wrong. 

„ver. 24+ O wretched man that 1 am, cried 
£4 1, how ſhall 1 get deliverance from this ſinful, 
% damnable ſtate ! 

«« yer. 25. 1 thank God, that now our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt hath diſpoſſeſſed my former maſter, 
and ſet me free to work righteouſneſs. + So then, 
even in wy natural ſinful ſtate, I could not help 
„ approving in my mind the goodneſs and recti tude 
of God's law; though with my body, by my ac- 
« tions or deeds, I ſerved the devil.” 

Indeed 1 have often wondered very much that 
any ſober, ſerious, reaſonable perſon after reading 
fuch expreſſions of the Apoſtle Paul as theſe which 
follow, could poſſibly take the above paraphraſed 
paſſage in a literal ſenſe. ** I can do all things, ſays 
he, becauſe Chriſt giveth me ſtrength.” which of 


** my brethren is weak, (in diſtreſs,) and I do not 


bear 
$ Mark iii. 25, Eph. ii. 2. John viii. 34, 44. 
1 John iii. 8—10. Rom. vi. 16 


t Rom. vi. 10—23. and viii. I—16. Luke ir. 


-18—21, John viii, 31, 32.1 John ili. 5,6. Luke ii. 21,24, 


Matt. I, 21. & xli. 28, 29. Zephan. iil. 14-1 7+ 
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_ * brother, IL will eat no fleſh while the world ſtand- 

eth.“ I make myſelf all things, except'ſin, to 
** all religious men; that by that means 1 may if 
podle win them from their errors.” I run, not 
** as uncertainly : but I keep under my body, and 
and bring it into ſubj ectĩon, to be content with 
*. reaſonable, godly things.” We have received 
the ſpirit of God.” © The kingdom of God con- 

© ſiſts not in word, (profeſſion) but in power to 
5 work.” gehold we are new creatures. —all things 

sin us are become new, and all of them are of God 
© that is, holy. or we are the holy temple of 
the living God, and heis our Father; thereſae 
© we dare not touch any unclean thing. 

have undergone labours, ſtripes, ſtonings, 

© prifons, ſhipwrecks, wearineſs, painfulneſe, 
* watchfulneſs, hunger and thirſt, cold and na- 
« kedneſs, troubles, reproaches, perſecutions, 
« diftrefſes; yea I rejoice and take pleaſure in ſuf- 
* fering theſe things for Chriſt's fake: for whoſe 
« fake alfo 1 will very gladly ſpend and be ſpent for 
© you, even though the more abundamly I ſove you 
a fand ſhew it by deeds.) the lefs I am loved. I have 
** wronged no man, 1 have corrupted no man, 1 
* havedefrauded no man; I have coveted no mans 
goods but in all my:doings have approved myſelf 
eto be an holy ſervant of God; and have caſt off all 
«© ſecret diſhneſt practices. For the ſake of Chriſt 


{*. Jeſus my Lord, I have ſuffered the 'lofs of all 
*— 


hear his burden?” If my eating ment hurt my 


f 
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„ worldly things, and do count them but dung in 
© compariſon of him. Yea for his {ake I am willing 
© to lay down my life itſelſ; ſo that I may finiſh 
my courſe with joy and fulfill the miniſtry which 
© ] have received,” f | 

In ſhort, my breth ren, i mlght quote the whole 
life of the Apoſtle paul after his converſion at Ha- 
maſcus, to prove that he was not a ſlave to in, 
nor an enemy to God by wicked or unfaithful works, 
when he wrote the epiſtle to the Romans. O my 
brethren, let no man perſuade you to reſt or ſettle 
upon your lees (your filthineſs,) or ſtop your race 


to perfection, J by flandering that regenerated, 


ſanctified, holy, ſtrong, obedient, working $on of 
God, the Apoſtle Paul. 

A fifth argument againſt the meritoriouſneſs of 
good works, and our admittance into heaven on 
their account ; is brought from the example of the 
the thief upon the croſs; who, ſay they, had not 
time to give proofs of his obedience to the moral 


4aw by deeds, and yet was received inte glory. 


To this J anſwer, that if there be a willing 
mind ane full determinatian $ to keep God's holy, 
righteous laws even at the riſque of life and every 
worldly blefling $ then n obedience is accepted 


a CCO 
Matt. vi. 24. 
Gal. j.15, 16. 
T Ezek. Xxxvi. 25, 27. 
$ Ps. cxix 106—1 3. Gen. xviß. 19, 
} Luke xiv 26, 
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according to that knowledge and ability which we 
have; $ and we are not required to do that which 
we have not power or opportunity for, In this caſe 
God. reckoneth things that are not as though they 
were. As we ſee when Abraham would have of- 
fered Iſaac; and alſo in the caſe of the poor widow 
who gave but two mites for his ſervice when o- 
thers gave large ſums; yet he counted the poor 
widow's mites of more value than all their rich 
gifts: becauſe ſhe did as much as ſhe had outward 
power or ability to do ; whereas though the others 
did much, yet they might have done much more 

had their hearts been willing. 
And in regard to the ſhortneſs of the time which 
the thief had to work out his ſalvation in, we arc 
taught elſewhere that God doth hire ſome labour- 
ers when the time of working is near ſpent, even 
at the eleventh hour: and in ſome refpects one 
day is with God as a thouſand years, and a thou- 
ſand years as one day.” but though he doth receive 
ſome at the eleventh hour, yet wo to that man who 
makes this great grace of God a motive for taking a 
longer draught of the pleaſures of ſin! He is 
like them who by an improper uſe, or abuſe of the 
creatures of God, make them the means of 

their ſickneſs and death. 

Before I cloſe this ſubject, Imuſt take notice 


of a few more texts of ſcripture, which are often 


perverted to ſupport the falſe and pernicious _ 
| | trine 


52 Cor viii. 12 
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trine of imputed righteouſneſs ;** or the perſonal 
active holineſs of Chriſt being imputed to his diſci- 
ples for their juſtification. 

One paſſage is Jer. 236, ** And this is his name 
whereby he ſhall be called, the Lord our rightzouſ* 
neſz.” and another is that ſaying of Paul's, God 
bath made {or given] Chriſt unto us for wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification and redemption,” 

Now Chriſt is our righteouſneſs, wiſdom, ſanc- 
tification and redemption in two ſenſes; by his teach 
ing, holy, tree Spirit, inwardly ; and by his write: 
ten word, which agreeth thereto, outwardly, As 
to the obedience which ke paid to the moral law 
of God, duing his reſidence upon earth, being rec 
koned or imputed to us for a cloathing or juſtifica» 
tion in the ſight of God, ſuch doctrine is utterly 
falle and unſcriptural. He made himſelf our bro- 
ther, it is true, he took upon himlſclt a body of fleth 
and our fins and debts, and thereby diſcharged 
them who obey lim || from paſt tins, and the death 
Que to us upon that account ; but the compleat o- 
bedience whioh he paid to the law was all of it ne- 
ceſlarily his own, to make him a ** Lamb without 
{pot or blemiſh,” We never read of any ſuper- 
perfection in the lambs or goats or buliocks under 
the moſaic diſpenſation : they could not be oo good 
for ſacriſices: and all their uſe was in type to bear 
or expiate fin. The wrought gold, the wedding 
garment, the white and fine linen“ of ſaints, is that 


| : right 
A Heb v 9 D 3 ; 
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ri-hteouſnefs which Go himſelf now works in all 
his adopted children: even a ſincere obedience to 
his commands in his wrttten word (eſpecially as 
preached and explained by our Lord Jefus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles in the new teſtament,) or if they 
ti.cy have not that, to the ſubſtance of it written or 
revealed in their conſciences; ; according to the 
texts quoted in this head, and a multitude more 
throughout the ſcriptures. 

Again, Paul ſays God hath made him to be 
ſm for us, wbo knew no fin: that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God in him.” That is, 
God laid upon our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. (who in him - 
felf was ſinleſs,) the pnniſhment due to our tranſ- 
greflions ; that we being thereby juſtified from paſt 
offences, || might by receiving God's Holy Spirit, 
according to the tenor of the ſecond or new co- 
- venant, J be enabled to keep His holy, righteous 
Jaw, as taught and commanded by the Lord Jeſus 
and his Apoſtles. 

Again, as by one man's diſobedience many 
were made ſinners : ſo by the obedience of one, ſhall 
many, be made righteous” 5 That is as by A- 
dam's tranſgreſſion he loft his original purity and 
became defiled, and conſequently brought forth 

| | an 
Rom. ii. 13—15. 
2 Cote v. 21, 
Rom. iii. 25. Heb. ix. 15. 
Jer. XX xi. 3 —34. Ezek. XX Xvi. 5—27 
S Rom. v. 19. y 
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an impute, defiled offspring; ſo by the perfect, pre - 
ſevering obedience of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt he 
purchaſed the regeneratien of his people. + But 
as none of Adam's children are puniſhed for 
dis tranſgrefſion, * but have each their own time 
of tryal;$ jo nene of Chriſt's puchaſed, regenerated 
children ſhell be clothed with, or rewarded for 
that actual, perſonal holireisor righteouſneſs which 
he ſtood in during the time of his incarnation, or 
dwelling upon car th. | 

If any man aſk, what then makes the differ- 
ence betwixt all thoſe who ſtand, and all that 
Snolly ſall? 1 anſwer, the ſree, unmerited, undeſer- 
ved, compulſive, irreſiſt able, electing grace of God.t 
And he fulfills his ſovereign, gracious purpoſe of 
bringing bis choſen to himſelf, by taking ſatisfecti- 
on ſor their tormer offences ct his only begotten 


+ Pſ. ii. 7. If. Hits 1c 2. and IX i. and x lix. 6. 
Ads ii. 33. 2 Cor. v. 17. | 

» Duct. X XiVs 16. Ezek. x viii. 20. Gal. vi. e. 

$ GeN. vi. 3. and xv. 16. and iv. 7. Matt. xx. 
14—30. Cor. Xii. 7. 2 Cor. vi. 2. Rom. iv. 15 
and v. 13. Hebi iii. — 10. and vi, 4-8. and x. 26. 
27. Luke xiti. 8. 9. If. Vo I—7s Jer. ii. 20—29. 
Matt. x Xi .33—43- 

f 1 Chorn. x vii. 1—14. Pf. Ix X Tir. 20. 37. 
Jer. x ri. 3127. Cor. iv. F. Ezck. x x x vi.· and 
XX LViie ch Rom, iii. 9. and ix. 11-1. Luke 
x iv. 23» Jas i. 18. 1 John iv. 10. Tit. iii. 3—7 
1 Pet. iv. 3. D 3 
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(ever ſinleſs) Son Jeſus Chriſt ; by delivering them 


from the bondage of fin, by giving them a will and 
power to live foberly, righteouſly, and godly, ſerv- 
ing him with all their heart an!] ſtrength in this 
preſent world ; and finally, by rewarding their 
faithful obedience to him here, with everlaſting 
happineſs in the next world. 
1 ſhall next give you, my brethren, a paraphraſe 
upon the fire firſt verſes of the fourth of Romans; 
«« verſe 1. What ſhall we ſay then of the expe- 
rience of Abraham, our Father, or of the ſcrip- 
ture teſtimony concerning lim? 
ver. 2. For if Abraham was juſtified by his 
natural inherent righteouſneſs, he had cauſe in 
<« himſelf for glory ing: but the ſcripture teaches 
us that he had not. 
„ ver. 3 For it ſaith, Abraham believed (obey- 
* ed.) God when he commanded him to ſacrifice, 
S8 and thereby he confeſſed himſelf a ſinner: burnt 
offering being made ſor expiation or attonem ent 
ce of fin. + 
fry 4-Now to him thatworketh with perfect na- 
«« tural righteouſneſs, the bleſſing of life or happi- 
5 neſsis not due from God as a grace or mercy,but 
* 2s a debt being made ſo hy God's firſt promiſe 
% or covenant with man- 1 Lev. Xviii 5 
ver 
a it 2. | 
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ver. 5. But to him that conteffeth himſelFa 
-« ſinner, and conſequently unable to fulfill God' 
„ righteous, perfect law: and therefore gladly 
re jeEceives and embraces the revelation of a ſubſti- 
«« tute or ſacrifice for ſin, typified by the command 
«« to ſacrifice; | ſay to him who accepteth or lay- 
„ eth hold on this gracious, merciful, pardoning, 
«« ſecond covenant, by ſulting the terms thereof 
his paſt offences are fo: given, and he receivethi 
* an inheritance in heaven, as though he never 
«© had ſinned.” 

On the fifth of Galatians verſe. 16 to the end, 
I make the following paraphraſe, 
«« If ye love in a faithful good and holy manner 
ye have bot! caſt off the works of the fleſh, or 
the old man with his deeds; and ſhall alſo receive 
ſuch ſtrength or grace as ſhall prevent his retur- 
ning or reigning over you again © For naturally 
you were under the power or dominion of fin, 
«« and brought forth the evil fruits thereof : and 
„ when you were at firſt convinced by the holy 
«« (pirit of your ſinful ſtate, yet the ſtrength of 
your natural corruptions, or the luſts of the 
«« fleſh, compelled you to act contrary to the light 
in your conſcience, and the word of God. But 
if you have now received power from on high to 
become the ſons of God, by keeping the moral 
* law, ye are no longer obliged to keep the lawof 
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< rites and ceremonies, neither is there any con- 
«« demnation againſt you on account of any former 
«« treſpaſſes. gut obſerve, that they who have re- 
*« ceived the ſaving Spirit of Chriſt, have crucified 
* or put to death the fleſh, and are enabled to live 
or act in a (ſober, righteous, godly manner: and 
** accordingly it is manifeſt to every one that knows 
them, that they are become new or holy crea- 
-* tures.” 
Andin the next 3 the ſixth, from the 12th 
* to the 16 verſe we have the ſoliowing doctrine. 
* ver 12 Thoſe teachers who {eek to juſtify 
-« themſelves before men, and endeavour to pre- 
„ ſerve the good opinion of the Jewiſh rulers and 
* doctors, they conſtrain you to be circumcited be- 
fore they will allow you to belong to God's 
„ people ; leſt their brethren ſhould reproach or 
© caſt them out of the ſynagogue for being chtiſ- 
„ tians. 
e ver. 13 For indeed, though they do practiſe 
„ circumciſion, yet they do not themſelves keep 
all the rites and ordinances which the Lord com- 


„ manded by Moſes; but they deſire to get you- 


«* circumciſed that they may have the praiſe of 
making converts to their doctrine, which would 

"+ be juft cauſe of ſhame to you. 

ver 14 For there is no true cauſe of glorying but 

* in this that we walk as our Lord Jeſus 
« walked, and keep his commandments: f whe 
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1 21 Cor. 112 
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e« doing of which draws upon us the hatred, com 
r* tempt and perſecution of the world, and is there - 
«« fore called the croſs of Chriſt; who was like- 
„ wiſe hated, deſpiſed, and perſecutcd for keeping 
«« his Father's commandments: and becauſe the 
«« world deſpiſes and breaks our Lord commands: 
«« therefore we difpiſe and abhor their ways, and 
«« ſeparate ourſelves from their fellowſhip. 

, ver 15 Forjour Savior Chriſt hath taught us, 
that it does not ſignify whether a man be born a 
«« Tew or a Heathen. but only that he be righte- 
„ ous, good, and holy, 

ver 16 Mercy and peace be upon all ſuch for 
ever. 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſays, ** my blood is drink 
indecd“ . —and Paul, the blood of Chriſt 
ſhall cleanſe [or waſh, or purify] your conſciences 
from dead works [and enable you righteouſly ] to 
ſerve the fiving God.” j—and John, „the blood 
of Jeſus Chrift, the ſon of God, cleanſeth us from 
all fin.” and again the ſaints overcame Satan by 
the blood of the Lamb ard by the word of their 
teſtimony” 1 Now, as under the Mofaic dit” 
penſation, the Jews were told that the blood of 
Every creature was its life; ſo by the blood of 
Chriſt and of the Lamb, is meant our Lord's Spirit. 
As a ſuffering Spirit, he attoned for, and ſets us 
free fromsthe guilt of paſt fins ; and as an all- pre- 
Vailing interaeſſor, and the powerful, anointed de- 


[ 
John 1. 7. * Tohn. vi. as , 
4 Heb. ix. 14. T Rev. xi. 11 
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puty of God, he cleanſes us from inward fin ; and 
gives power to keep God's law called in the above 


tent the ſaints teſtimony.” 


To conclude this comment: I teſtify unto you, 


* my much loved brethren, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


ded for paſt fins. | or ** for the redemption of the 
tranſgreſſions under the firſt covenant :” but if 
after receiving a meaſure of light and grace, we 
fn wilfully againſt the full and clear conviction of 
our knowledge and confcience, there is then no 
more ſacrifice, or ſubſtituted ſufferer for us. 9 

And certainly, the frequent warnings againſt 
this fin in ſcripture, are a full proof that a 
perſon may finally fall fiom light and grace, 
and utterly quench or do deſpite to God's 
Holy Spirit. Let the conſideration of theſe things, 
my dear brethren, engage us diligently to work out 
our {alvation with fear and trembling : remember- 
ing with whom we have to do, even God himſelf, 
who ſpeaketh in our conſcience; and who will 
not be mocked, but will ſurely puniſh the perverſe 
and flothful, as well as ſhew kindneſs and love to 
the obedient and dihgent. 

1 alfo further teſtify unto you, my brethren, 
that an inheritance in, or an entrance into the 
kingdom of heaven, is granted unto us for the 
ke of our perſcvering obedience to the law or 

commands 
; Rom- ni. Nxv. 
$ Matt xii. 31, 32. Heb. vi. 4. and X 26. 27» 
1 John v. wk 
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9 1 6 
2 commands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; either accord- 
4 ing to the written word, or according to the ſub- 
ſtance of it written in the hearts and CORLCIENEED 
av of them who have it not. 
> The love and peace of God be with all ſocd for 


ever Amen, 


TEX T8 


«« And the Lord God faid unto Satan, 1 will 
5 diſolve the agreement between thee and the Wo - 

„ man, and will cauſe you to hate one another. 

4 „Gen. iii, 15. If xxviil. 18. 
4 «« And the Lord God Almighty ſaid unto A- 
5 braham, obey me, and be thou perfect. Gen. 17.2 
L «« Noah found favour with God.——— He was a 
& «<< juſt man, and perfect in his generations, and 

| kept God's commandments. Gen. vi. 8, 9. 

; «« Thou ſhalt love (that is obey, John xiv. 14 
ö 4 15—24.) the Lord thy God. with all thine heart, 

. «« and with all thy ſoul and with all thy (bodily) 
might and thy neighbour as thyſelf. Deut. 
«© vi, 5. Levit, xix. 18 Matt, xxil. 37—4s. Luke. 
KX. 25==37. 

| i 

Rom. ii. 13. 29. f If: xxvii. 1. Matt. xvi. 23. 

John vili- 44. Rev. xx. 2. Id) 
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If thou ſincerely ſeek the Lord thy God by 
% walking in the ways of juſtice, mercy and humi- 
„ lity, | then will he have compaſſion upoy thee 
and bleſs thee; and circumciſe thine heart, and 
the heart of thy ſeed, to love him with all thine 
heart and ſoul, that thou mayeſt be ſaved, Deut 
ee 30. Lol, 
«« | meditate continually in thy law; thy com- 
«+ mands are ſweeter to me than honey; and 1 love 
tt them more than fine gold. Ps, cxix, 97, 03.127 
«« had fainted unleſs I had believed to ſee the 
«« ſalvation of the Lord, before my departure from 
„ this world.” Ps xxvil. 13. 
The children of God are holy in heart, and 
«« their deeds are true and righteous and mercifu] 
c« Ps. $1y;13; 
The juſt man increaſeth in ſtrength and holi- 
e neſs even as the ſun ſhineth ſtronger and brighter 
until he reach the meridian. Prov. w. 18. 
lf a man have the grace of God. in his heart, 
«« jt will ſhew itſelf in his actions towards men; 
* and if a man die in a ſinful polluted ſtate,or in a 
«« righteous, ſanctified ſtate; ſo ſhall he remain 
e forever. Eccles 11. 3. 
For theythat die in an unhealed, unianctified 
„ ſtate, ſhall not enter into the kingdom of God. 
«« The living, the living, he ſhall return thanks to 
God for preſent ſalvation and holineſs, If. xxxvif 
c 18—20. them 


! Hos vi 6 


| 7 >S 
| , Them that worſhip God according to the 


doctrines and commandments invented by men, 
„ ſhall faint, and he weary, and utterly fall: but 
they that wait upon him in the ways of honeſty, 
-« mercy, ſobriety, temperance, brotherly -kindneſs 
„ humility, induſtry, &c ſhall renew their ſtrength: 
«« they ſhall be ſtrong ; they ſhall not faint, or be 
„ weary. If. xl. 30. 31. 

„Them that were loft, and had no comfort, 
ec and. were without God in the world, ſhall rejoice 
and fing for gladveſs of heart: they ſhall ſee the 
„the power and goodneſs and ſalvat ion of God, | 
-« and the beauty of holineſs; they ſhall hear and 1 
love the ſweetneſs of wiſdom's voice: they ſhall 
run in the way of God's commandments; and 
their tongues ſhall declare his gladening, graci- 

„ 048 promiſes. The fin-burnt ſoul ſhall be tho- 

roughly watered and waſhed with grace, and they 

«« wholaboured and mourned for righteouſneſs, ſhall 

«« be filled with the love and power of God, 

*« before they die. If. xxxvy+ and xli. 7.— 

19 and lv. 8—13. and liv. and li. 3. and xlix & — 

«« 26 and lix. 20, zt. and Ix. and lxi and Ix ii and 

„ IXV 12-35. and—Ix vi. 9—14» 

| : Thus ſaith the Lord, I will take away the fin 

* of my people, and give them life ; and will cauſe 

2 e them to rejoice and give thanks for fulnefs of 

7 4 «« joy ; and will plant ſeed in them which ſhall re- | 
3 «« main and increaſe and biing forth abuadantly, 

the fruits of righteouſneſs and peace and joy 

E and 


. „ 


and praiſe in the earth. Jer, xxx. 17-21 and 
„KX X Xi. and xx Xii. 37—42. and x x xili. 8, 9. 

Thus faith the Lord God, 1 will take my 
people from the fellowſhip of the world, and from 
«« amoneſt different ſets, and will bring them to 
the knowledge of the truth. Then will | teach 
them pure doQrine, and cauſe them to forſak e 
every ſinful, falſe way. I will alſo put my Spirit 
*« within them, and give them a kind, tender, mer- 
*« ciful heart; and an honeſt, faithful, upright mind 
«« keeping my commandments. Thus will 1 fave 
them from all their fin and wickedneſs, andtheir 
enemies ſhall ſee the great bleſſings and peace 
*« Which I will beſtow upon them. And thus by 
being thoroughly ſanctiſied and made happy ſhall 
my people know that I am with them, and that 1 
have mercifully choſen them to dwell with me 
for ever. Ezek. x x Xvi 24—33 x x xiv, 22—31 
© XX XVi.2!1——28, Mic vii 10 

Many ſhall be purified. and made whites, and 
*« tryed: but the wicked ſhall do wicked!y : and 
none of the wicked ſhall underſtand, but the 
«« wiſe ſhall underſtand. Dan. xii. 10. 

e that repenteth and forſaketh his fins, ſhall 
e ſind mercy. God will bleſs him, and give him 
„ his holy Spirit, and cauſe him to bring forth much | 
-« good fruit. Hos. 14. 

«« Thus faith the Lord, I am returned to my 
„people, and will dwell with them, and it ſhall be 

ſeen 
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deen that they are true and holy. Zech. viii. 3. 
and xi 8 and xiv 20. 21. 

** Behold, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be like a 
** refiners ſire, and like fullers ſoap: and he ſhall 
thorouglily waſh and purify his people, that they 
may ſerve God in holineſs and righteouſneſs. 
<< Mal iti. 15. and iv. »——6, 

Jeſus ſhall ſave his people from their fins, 


% Matt. i. 21. 


ge ye righteous and merciful accordipg to 
that righteouſneſs and mercy which God hath 
oe <m— and commanded. Matt. v. 48. Luke vi. 

„Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
Matt. vi. 10. 

Le ſhall know what ſtate men are in by their 
„Works. A child of God worketh righteouſneſs , 
but a child of the Devil bringeth forth ſin. Every 
one that continueth not in well.deing ſhall be 
„damned. Matt. vii, 16—20, Luke vi. 43=49- 
<< John xv. 4—6. Matt. xii, 33—35. Rom. ii, —16. 

The kingdom of righteouſneſs and peace and 
joy Which God promiſed by the prophets,is now 
„ ready to be beſtowed upon the obedient. Matt. 
„ x.7. Luke x. 9. and x xiv. 47. 

„Tae kingdom of God in man, conſiſting of 
* righteouſneſs, peace and ſpiritual joy, begineth 
„in a very ſmall meaſme; but afterwards in- 


os creatath and groweth to perfection, even in this 
World 
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„ world. Matt. xiii. 31—33. Mark iv, 26-29. IC. 
„Xi. 11. Luke. 17. 24 

Every one that bath loſt or parted with 
„ wealth, or friends, or 1elations rather than dil- 
*« obey me; ſhall receive an bund red fold more in 
this world, and in the world to come everlaſting 
„ bappineſs. Matt. Xix. 29. Luke xviii. 29, 30. 

««Jeſus (aid to them that believed on him, it ye 
continue to obey me, then are ye my diſciples 
indeed; and ye (hall know the truth, and the 
„truth ſhall make you free from fin. John viii. 
« 31. 32. 

c«« Jeſus faid, if any man keep my command- 
* ments 1 will pray the Father and he ſhall give 
him a comforter; even the Spirit of truth, to dwell 
in him for ever. And the works that'l do ſhall he 
do allo, and even greater works than the fe ſhall 
«« he do u hen I have finiſhed my work and am glo- 
«« ritied. If ye keep my commandments, I will 
continue to love you; even as 1 have kept my 
«1 Father's commandments, and therefore he con- 
e tinues to love me. This is one of my commands» 
ments, that ye love one another as] loved you, 
I ſpend my ſubſtance, my time, and even my life 


for my friends: and I call you my friends, if ye do 


*« whatſoever I command you. But if a man be my 
*« Viſciple and continue not to keep my command- 
ments, he is caſt into the fire as a withered branch 
and burned John xiv-and xv. ch. 


er Jeſus liit up his eyes to heaven, and ſaid 
Fathe 


4.1 


+ Father, I pray that thou wilt ſancliße all them 

that now and hereafter ſhall receive- and obey 

«« me, and keep them from the pollutions of the 

«« world And the glorywhich thou gaveſt me, I have 

given them: that they may be one in us, even 
as WE are one. My word and ſpirit in them, and 

** thine in me; that they may be perfected accor- 

«« ding to thy promiſe, even in this world, & and 

„ that the world may fee by their fruits that ! 

have preached true promiſes in thy name, and 

that thou haſt ſanctificd and loved them that o- 

*« beyed thy commands by me, even as thou haſt 
loved and glorified me. John xvii. 

« Peter ſaid, this is the fulfilment of God s 
<< promiſe by the prophet Joel, that he would pour 
out hisſpirit both uponJew andGentile; and that 
both men and women ſhould preach the goſpel. þ 
«« Therefore repent, and be obedient every one of 
«« you to the commands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 

<< and ye ſhall recerve remiſſion of paſt fins, and 

the gift of his holy ſpirit. For this promiſe (in 
joeh is unto every one that the Lord our God 
„ ſhall call. Acts ii. 14—39 

46 ] beſeech you therefore, brethren, in return 
for the great mercy of God, who hath choſen us 
«« for himſelf; that even now in this life, ye will 
«« ſorſake every thing that is diſpleaſing to him, and 
5 Kt all your words and deeds be righteous, holy, 


and according to his commands; which is you 
rear 
Joel ii. 28 St John iv. 17. 2 Cor. 1 
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«« reaſonable duty. And do not conform yourſelves 
to the follies of this wicked world; but let 
«« the ſpirit of God govern all your conduct that ye 
may receive grace for grace, even unto perfecti- 
ce _ Rom. Kii. 1. 2. and vi. 12-23. and vii E 
46 18. 0 
If we will ſeparate ourſelves from the ſociety 
o wicked perfons, and from the ſins and vanities 
* of the world, God hath promiſed to love and teach 
and provide for us. Having therefore ſuch pro- 


, miſes {dearly beloved] let vs cleanſe ourſelves 


«« from all ſinfulneſs both of body and mind: and 
% and thus in the fear ef God go on to perfect ho- 
„ lineſs 2 Cor. vi. 17. 18. and vii. . 

76% ] take you to witneſs this day, that I have 
*« truly and perfectly diſcharged the office of a 
«« of a miniſter of God's word. For I have not neg- 
ee leRted to declare the whole truth unto yon. I 
„have not given any man reaſ>n to ſtumble at or 
ee reject my doctrine, becauſe of any imuſtice, or 
fil thineſs, or fraud in my actions: neither have 
I caveted any man's money or goods. Yea you 
„ yourſelves know, that ny own hands have work- 
ed both for my own ſupport and for the mainten- 
«« ance of my friends. And herein I have givea 


you an example that by ſo labouring ye ought 


«« to maintain ſuch of your brethren as are not able 
«« to ſupport themſelves; and to remember the 
«« words of the Lord ſeſus, how he ſaid, that it is x 
«« ſtate of greater happineſs and perfection to give 
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% than to receive. Acts. xx. 26—35. 2 Cor. vii. 2 
1 Theſs. 2. 112. God hath exalted Jeſus to be 
a Prince and a ſavior, for to give repentance to 
„ 1ſrael, and forgiveneſs of ſing, Acts. v. 34. 

ce Ye are bought with a price: therefore ſerve 
God both with your ſpirit and body, which are 
his purchaſe. Cor. vi. 20. and Mi. 23. 

*« For all his children ſeeing clearly in his word 
the juſtice and holineſs and goodneſs of God, are 
« by his holy ſpirit, transformed by degrees into 
the ſame likeneſs, 2 Cor, in. 18. Ia. i. 25. Pſ. 
x xxiv. 7 . and IX viü. 13, 14. 

If any man be a chriſtian indeed, or belong to 
«« Chriſt, he is juſt, merciful and humble; temper- 
ate ſerious, and holy. 2 Cor, v. 17, 18. 

«« Brethren, 1 pray for your perfection: be ye 
ve perfect 2 Cor. xiti. 9, t. Heb. xiii . . 

e Where the ſpirit of God dwells he produces 
„ love to good men, gladreſs at that which is right, 
«« peace with God, long-ſuffering towards the ig- 
«« norant and inſurious, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith 
«« meek neſs, temperance, and ſuch like: and they 
% that belong to Chriſt have put away wickedneſs, 
* folly, and vanity from them. If the ſpirit of 
„ Chriſt be in us, let our actions ſhew it. Gal. v. 
«© 1 —25 .andiii. 27. and ii. 20. Pf. cx. 3. 

«« Put away lying and wickedneſs, and put on 
% righteouſneſs and holineſs according to God's 
«« word. For Chriſt gave himſelf for his people, that 


he might purify and cleanſe them from all fin, 
O. 
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* Do all the commands of God without mur- 
„„ murings, or endeavours to put them off: that 
„ye may be blameleſs, and harmleſs, the ſons of 
God, without giving cauſe of rebuke, in the 
«« midſt of a deceitful and diſobedient nation : a- 
** mong whom ye appear as light to darkneſs, as 
„ truth to falſhood, and as holineſs to pollution, 
„„ Phill ii. 14, 15. and iv* 8. 
re were once aliens from God, and enemies 
to him by wicked deeds; but now Chrift hath 
«© reconciled you by ſuffering for your paſt ſins, and 
thereby redeeming you out of the power of the 
Devil, and making you holy and unblameable, 
and unreprovable, according to God's new co- 
ee yenafit, Col. i. 21, 22. and ili. 9. 10. | 

Le are witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, 
„ and juſtly, and unblameably we behaved our. 
* ſelves among you, and God hath promiſed to 
«+ make all his people in like manner holy, juſt, 
and unblameable, 1 Theſs. ii. 10. v. 23, 24 
4 2 Theſs. ii '6, 17. 

I have ſought a good fight; 1 have endured to 
„ the end; 1 have faithfully kept the command- 
ments of God; and he will give me a glorious 
reward, of peace and perfect happineſs, 2 Tim. 
4 iv, 6— 8. 

As he who hath called you is holy, ſo be ye 
«« holy in all manner of converſation ; becauſe it is 
<- written, be ye holy, for I am holy. 1 Pet. i. 
14 15 and fi, 9-12. 
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Ve who Have been obedient to the commands 
of the Lord Jeſus, do now enter into reſt. Heb. 
iv. 3. and xii. 28. 

Our firſt nat ure is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh : 
our ſecond nature is holy, peaceable, gentle, 
*« merciful, good, true, and righteous. Ja. iii- 11— 
** 18. and i. 21-27, and iv. 6. 

God hath called vs to virtue and happineſs; 
*« and hath given us exceeding great and precious 
** Promiſes, that according to them we may be made 
«- partakers of the divine nature, having eſcaped 
from the wickedneſs that is in the world,through 
man's corrupt nature. 2 Pet. 1 3, 4. 

** Beloved, now are we the ſons of God: - and 
all his children purify themſelves according 
as he hath commanded :=—-for Chriſt was ma- 
«* niſeſted to take away our fins, and to deſtroy 


and utterly make an end of the works of the de- 


vil in this life. 1 John il, 1-9. and fi. 6. 
DOCTRINE. 


In my ii. chapter brethten, I warned you of 
the falſity of that popular doArine called imputed 
righteouſneſs;” and by the above quotations in this 
third chapter, you may ſee that God hath made 
ample proviſion for an .inherent righteouſneſs in 
his people ; fully anſwerable to the demands of the 
of the new, or ſecond covenant. But my chief de- 
ſign from theſe texts is ta ſhew the folly and falſ- 

hood 
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hood of that doctrine, which inſiſts upon ſome de- 


gree of power to known fin in the children ofGod, 


ſo long as they remain in this world : and further 


to fet the great privileges of the regenerate before 


them; that they may be provoked or excited, and 
encouraged to run ſo that they may obtain them, 


and not ſtop ſhort of the great mercy and goodneſs 
and love of God. 


And as 1 have not in theſe quotations confined 
myſelf to the outward letter of fcripture, but only 
to ſuch an expreſſion as I am perſuaded conveys 
the ſpirit or meaning of it, and ſo have given a 


paraphraſe or interpretation * of moſt of the texts 


already ; ; therefore the leſs remains to be ſaid in 


in the doctrinal part. 


It is clearly evident both from the doctrine and 
examples given us in the ſcriptures, that there is a 


total deliverance both from the internal and exter- 
nal reigning power of ſin, and a pertect obedience to 


the demands of the new, or ſecond, or gracious 
covenant, to be experienced on this fide the grave. 
Indeed I my ſelf have not yet attained to the fulnefs 
of God's promiſes ; but by the great mercy, and 
free grace, and love of God I am become fixed and 
ſetled in a determination to ſerve and pleaſe bim 
ſo long as 1 live, in all things, according to my pow- 
er and knowledge. And 1 am even now greatly 
redeemed and purified from the fins and vanities 
of the world; and have in a meaſure pr. — 


Cor. xiv. 6-19; 
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the new or regenerated man, which ſerveth God 
by righteouſneſs and true holineſs, out of an up- 
right fincere heart; according to the commands 
which he fent in old times by the prophets, and 
ſince more perfectly and clearly by his ſon, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his apoſtles, And ſtriving 
farther and farther to leave behind me and forget 
my former fooliſh, vain, wicked life; I preſs for- 
ward, by keeping Gods commandments, to the per- 
fe attainment or fulfilment 4 of all the glorious 
promiſes and bleſſings which he ſent in the old-te ſt- 
ament by the prophets, but more eſpecially in the 
ncw-teſtament by the Lord Jeſus and his apoſtles. ® 
There are two or three particular texts of 
ſcripture which the oppoſers of perſection, or a 
freedom from the power of fin in this life, common- 
ly urge againſt that doctrine. One of them is Rom. 
Vit. 14—25. Which 1 have already explained in my 
laſt comment. The others are 1 Kings viii. 46. 
«« There is no man that finneth not.“ and Ja. Ti. 3. 
In many things we all offend ” and again, 1 John 
i. 8. If we fay that we have no fin, we deceiva 
ourſelves, and the truth is not in us,” with ſome o 
thers of the like import. | ' 
Now Solomon tells us, that“ a foolhIſh thoughe 
is ſinful,” and we are alſo told“ that the heavens 
are net clean in God's fight, but he chargeth his 
Angels with folly.” So that though the children of 
God cannot wiifufty fin. + yet they do often ſin — 


2 
Phil, in. 12, 14. * John Kyi 24 1 John ni. 9 


„ 


err, through infirmity or ignorance. But this ſtate 
is not incompatible with the ſcripture doctrine of 
freedom, or perſection. For the terms of the ſecond» 
or gracious covenant, runs thus. my ſon, give me 
thy whole heart;” and. if there be willing, up- 
right heart, and full determination of the mind to 
ſerve God in all things; then, our obedience is ac- 
cepted according to that knowledge and ability 
Which we have: and we are not judged by a law not 
yet made known to us, or Which we have not yet 
received power to fulfil.” 
And as the Tews of old, when they had treſpaſſ- 


ed againſt the moſaic law, were to bring food, or an 
offering to the ſervants of God who waited upon the 
altar; | ſo now, my brethren we are to obtain for- 


giveneſs of God for our fins oſ ignorance or inadver- 
tency. by forgiving, upon repentance, J and 
loving, that is, doing good to one another, For ſo 
runs the terms of the new covenant, forgive, and 
ye ſhall be torgi ven, $ and © charity ſhall blot 
out the multitude of ſins.” At the ſame time we 
are diligently and carefully to turn away from our 


errors or faults when we find them out. He that 


confeſſeth and ſorſake th his fins ſhall have mercy.” 
alſo 1 Kings viii. 37. &c, 1 John i. o. 

I ſaid above that God does not puniſh his ſin- 
cere ſcrvants for omitting that which they have not 
yet received power or knowledge to perſorm ; uu 


Levit. vii. 6, 7. Matt. xviii. 15—1i7, 
11 Pet. iv. 8. $ Matt. vi. 12, 14, 15. 
and xviii. 2235+ 
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I would not there be fo underſtood as allow ing | 


any licence to lie, cheat, ſteal, get drunk, eommit- 
whoredom, or any ſuch like things; which are all 
to be put off by every chriſtian; but what I mean 
by (ins of infirmity” are ſuch ss ynavoidable debt 
to man; * and ſatanical injections of blaſphemous, 
wicked thoughts into the mind, 4 For though it is 
the will and command of God that his people ſhould 
keep themſelves out of debt, and owe no man any 
thing, yet if indeed it is not in my power to pay my 
debts, or to ſupport my life without borrowing ; 
then, in this caſe, God is merciful to my unrighte- 
vuſneſs, and neither puniſhes me for it now, nor 
keeps it in mind to puniſh me for it afterwards: (| 
for in caſe of neceſſity | may borrow, rather than 
ſtarve. Alſo. wicked, deviliſh thoughts are a defile- 
ment, and contrary to purity ; but if my outward 
walk and converſation be upright, and as becometh 
the goſpel, God hath promiſed to ſanctify my ſpi- 
rit, and circumciſe my heart. Such like as theſe I 
1 call fins of infirmity, 

By a fin of ignorance, S is plainly meant that 
fault or error which a perlon commits unknowingly ; 
In which manner the true children of God many time 
affe nd: more or leſs, according to their degree of 

grace 
» Duet. xxviii. 12, 44. Rom. Xiii- 8. 
Zech xiv. 21. If. IX 8-21. and lii. 1. 2 Cor. 


Zile 7. Matt. xv. 19, 20. | Hebe viii, 12. 
$ Livite xiv. 13. 


= ES 


grace and knowledge, and fear and wartchfulneſs. 

I pray God, my brethren, that you and I may 
ſo run, as to witneſs in ourſelves a fulfilment of the 
godd and glorious promiſes, made to the univerſally 
and perſeveringly obedient children of God, in the 
ſcriptures. Amen. 


Pf. xix. 9. Luke xxi. 34. Prov. xiv. 26 27 
Pſ. cxix. 37. Prov iv. 2327. Mark xiii. 33—37 
Prov.xXix- 23. 24. and xxii. 3 13. and xx. 1. 4. and 
EXiii. 2. 20. 21. 29—34. and xxt. 23. and x iii. 3. 


* Cor. xiii. 7. Heb. X. 38. and iii. 14. 
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CHAPTER FOURTH. 


Of the Unity of Cod. 
TEXTS, 


* Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord our God is not three 
-*« perſons; but one. Duet. vi- 4. Mark. xii, 29. Job 
6 xiii. N. Heb. i. 3. 

Declare and ſhew all the things that ſhall 
come to paſs hereafter, that ye may prove your- 
fſclves to be Almighty. I. xli. 22. 23. and xIvi- 
and xliv. 7. 

5 Thus faith the Lord, there was no Almighty 
God before me, neither ſhall any be begotten af - 
«+ ter me, neither is there any ſuch now exiſting 
beſides me: ye are my witneſſes, and alſo my 
«4 choſen ſervant is a witneſs of this truth, If. xlili. 
*« 10, and xliv “. and xlv. 5—7. and xlvi. 5, 9. and 
or xIviil. 1—11, Gen, xvii. 1, 

** The Lord God Almighty ſhall ſay unto our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, after his ſufterings and reſur- 
«4 rection ; reſt thou in joy and glory, and 1 will 
* gvenge thee on thine enemies, and reduce them 

to thy will, Pf. cx. 1—46. 
«« Jeſus ſaid, I am not good effentially, or by 


"© my own power; there is none ſo but one, that 
is God. Matt. kix. 17. 


Neither 


BY * 9% Oh 


„Neither! myſelf, or any other being is ſo g1eat 
«« and PO as my Father. John 14, 28 and 0 
ce 29. 

«« For by mine own ſelf, without the aſſiſtance 
of my Father, I cannot do any thing. John. Ve 
4 30. 

For the words and works that ye hear and 
and ſee me do, I do them not by a power belong- 
ing originally and eſſentially to myſelf; but the 
Father (not any ſecond perſon of the Godhead 

called the fon, as many have ſince, and do now 
teach, ] who dwelleth in me, he faith and do- 
„ eth .aem. John xiv. 10. and 12 49. and vi. 
oe 3˙*. 5 
lam not perfectly acquainted with futurity 
6 Mark Xiil. 32. 
Neither are all things at pre ſent in my powet . 
„% Mark 10. 40. Matt. 20. 23. | 
It is true, I have power either to keep my life 
« ort lay it down and afterwards take it again; be- 
«« cauſe my Father hath given me power to do ſo. 
„% John 10. 18. Matt. II. 27. and 13. 1621 and 
„ Luke 10. 10. 22. 

„„ For if L aſk my Father, he will immediately 
7 give me farce enough to deſtroy both the Jewiſh 
„ and Roman powers, Mat. XXvi. 53. Johnxi. 41,42- 

«« Father, I pray that all my brethren [Mat. xii. 
ce 50. may be one, in the ſame manner as thou 


«« dwelleſt in me, and as lam in ther; that cat A 
8 alſe 
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e alſo may be one in us. John 17. $6005: 1 Cor, 


7 3. 23 I ſohn1. 3. 
© I aſcend to my Father and your Father; and 
* to my God and your God. John 20. i7.1 John 
7 2,1, Rom. 8. 16, 17. 
«« And now (as a reward of my obedience, II. 

*« $3,123. Phill, 2. 8—L1. and a proof that I have 
** well-done the work which my Father gave me to 
to do. John 16. 10. and 17. 4, 5) all power is 
% given unto me in heaven and in carth;; ſo that 
*© every one ſhall be juſtified or condemned accot- 
ding to the doctrine which I have preached dur- 
ing my reſidence among you. Mat- 28, 18. | 

At the begining of the creation the Lord Jeſus 
«* Chriſt dwelt with God ; [Prov. viii 22-—32. Col 
* 1.15. John. vi. 38, 51, and viii. 58. and. xvi. 
„„ 28, Phil. ii 6—8.] and the power and wis- 
4% dom and holineſs of God dwelt in him and 
«* wrought by him; even in the ſame manner as 
** afterwards when he became a man. And as the 
*: Almighty made Moſas a God, or Superior or Ruler 
„ or Lawgiver to Pharaoh, [Exod vii, 1] and Eli- 
jah to Ahab, [t Kings xvil :] ſo hath it pleaſed 
bim to make and rule his whole creation by the 
hand or word of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; having 
cc firſt begotten or created the mediator himſelf. 
[Col. i. 25-19, Rev. is, 14.] John i. 1—3- 

«« God dwelt with and In Chriſt; but eſſentially 


and infinitely ſupegor” to him, 2 Cor v 19. Heb. 


ni. 
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il. 2. and v. 7-9. and ii. 18. John. vii. 45. 
I. lix. 21. and Ixi 1=3.ARs il. 22. 1Cor. xv. 28. 
- © There is one Lord. Jeſus Chriſt: and one 
God, the Father; who is above all. Eph. iv. 
77 5,6. 1 Tim. tj. 5. 1 Theſs Ri. 11. 

1ꝰ% us there is but one God, THE FATHER : 
of whom originally cometh the whole creation, 
and we live in him; Acts xvii. 24-29. ] and one 
Lord Teſus Chriſt, by the hands of whom ate 
made and given all things, and we become Got? « 
children by obedience to him. 1 Cor viii. 6. Gal. 
ae jif. 26, 27. Col. i. 20. . 

] am the firſt and the laſt, —the beginning and 
perfection of the creation rev. i. 14. and 3. 14 
* Eph. i. Io. Col. i. 22. Heb. xit. 2.“ | 

7 This bringeth everlaſting lite or happineſs : 
„% even a ſpiritual union with, and obedience 
„ to God the Father, who ſent bis commands 
by the prophets in the old teſtament ; and a ſpi- 
ritual union with andobedience to Jeſus Chriſt 
his ſon ; whom the only true and eſſential God 
e hath made Lord, Redeemer, King, God, High- 
« prieſt, Saviour, Chriſt, Meffiah, Mediator, Deputy, 
«« Agent, Viceroy ; and by whom he ſent his more 
ee full, and alſo his final commands in the new teſ- 
„ tament. John. xvii. 3, 4. and v. 22, 23+ and vi. 
7 38. Acts. H. 36. and iii. 22. and v. 31. Phill, 
« jj, 9-11. Heb. in. 11. Matt. iii, 17. Heb. i. 8. 
«© Pl. H. 6. Matt. xxi. 37. Acts iv. 13.1. N. 4. 
hy DOCT. 
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DOCTRINE. 


Neceſſity is laid upon me, my brethren, to warn 
you from the above texts againſt a falſe and blaſ- 
phemous doctrine which is zealouſſy maintained in 
Proteſtant,as well as in xoman=catholic countries, 
tho it had its origin in the latter; I n ean the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, ſet forth in the creed of Atha- 
naſius. 


It is there ſaid, that the Eternal, Almighty God is 


compoſed of three perſons who are ſaid to be co-equal 


and co=eternal; none of them being before or after, 
or greater or leſs than the other. We read [Mark 
14ch 53-50] that when falſe witnelles gave Eviden=- 
ce againſt our Lord ſeſus Chriſt, they agreed not 
in their teſtimony ; and in like manner we ſee, that 
while the inventcrs and profeſſors of the above 
doctrine of the Trinity, are oppoſing the truth, 
they alſo contradit themſelves. For they Tay 
that God the Son was begotten by the Father; 
now even common ſenſe, or natural reaſon teaches 
vs, [Luke 12ch. 57-1 Cor. iich 13, 14] that he 
who begets, muſt exiſt before that which is begot 
ten by him. Though there are ſpiritual ſayings, 
[Luke vi, 29- 20] and parables, or riddles [Judges 
14ch. 18) in the ſcriptures, which natural reaſon 
cannot interpret; yet Ged hath not any where 
commanded hls children to believe that his fon 
Jeſus 
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Jeſusch riſt, though the firſt and beſt of all hit ſong, 
is equal in age and power to himſelf. Neither do we 
ever find our Lord make mention of any ſecond 
perſon in the Godhead, called the ſon, diſtinct 
from himſelfand the Father. No he conſtantly teſ- 
tifies that it was the Father himſelf who was with 
him, and dwelt in him, and ſpake and wrought by 
him, and ſupported him and bare witneſs to him; 
and that he, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the fulleſt and 
moſt extenſive ſignification of his name, and the 
Father, or Cod Almighty, were two, and no more 
than two, diftinct perſons. John viii, 16—18. 
Before I proceed to examine the texts whichare 


I will recommend a rule for our help in ſeeking 
after the truth: which is, to interpret ſuch pa- 
ſages of ſcripture as are few and dark, by them 
which are many and clear, And this rule will not 
only hold good for this preſent ſubject, but alſa 
in explaining every other text or doctrine which | 
the ſcriptures hold forth. For inftance, our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſays ** refilt not evil; but whoſoever 
ſhall ſmite the on the right cheek» turn to him the 
Other alſo“ [Matt v. 39. [Now every chriſtian 
wilt grant that our Loud taught his people by ex- 
ample as well as precept, how to walk; and did not 
like the ſcribes, and their preſent ſucceſſors, moſt 


of them who are called the teachers and miniſters of 
God s people; 1 ſay Chriſt did not like theſe lords 
2nd robbers of the poor of his flack, preach 


ne 
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brought to ſupport the doctrine of the Trinity, I 
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one thang and do another; and therefore we learn 
from his own examole, {John 18. 23.) and from 
Paul's. (Acts 23 3-4 that the above mentioned 
precept in his ſermon on the mount, is not to be 
Nterally, but figurativly underftood: and indeed 
we are thereby taught, not to defend a bad cauſe ; 
but if any man rebuke us with reaſon, and accord- 
ing to the word of God, for any thing that we have 
done amiſs, we are to ſuffer it patiently; and to 
change Gur behaviour, ot alter our conduct. But 
to return to our ſubject ; 

Objec. 10ne paſſage brought to prove our Lord's 
go=equality with the Father is. I{gch. 6. where the 
Meſfiah is called the“ mighty God,” and ** the 
everlaſting Father.” Now I have been informed 
that the very ſame Hebrew word which is here 
rendered mighty God,” is in other texts (1 think 
one of them is in. If ii. 2.) tranſlated “ mighty 
man.:* But even ſuppoſing our preſent tranfl.tion 
to be right, (though we know there are diſputes 
about the tranſlation of many paſſages in the ſcrip- 
tures, and ſome have certainly been found to be 
imperfect and erroneous, yet we knew that in the 
ſcriptures great men are frequently called gods, as 
(Exod? 22ch. 28. Jof. 22ch, 22. pf. 82ch. 1, 6. and 
T3tch, 1 John Ioch. 34, 35). Therefore the Lord 
Jefus ChriſPs being called in the above text or 
Iſaiah, ** the mighty God,“ is not a proof of his 
infinity, or ſelf-exiſtent co-equallity with the one 
Eterna!, Almghty God : but 1 underſtand it as 


mcan 


— 70 J 


ing, either that God, the Almighty, Eternal Spirit 
dwelt in him according to John 14ch. 10 U. and 
Col. ii. 9. or elſe, that the Lord Tefus is higher 
than the great ones of the earth (called gods alſo) 
and has in all things the pre-eminence over all the 
reſt of the works of God, aecording to Phil. ii 9—11 
— Great and eminent men are alſo called“ Fa- 
thers” in ſcripture ; our Lord may therefore be cal 
led the © everlaſting” Father, either with ref- 
pe to the ſuperiority of his ſinleſs, perfect life, and . 
ever- Abiding doctrine, (which had no draſs in them 2 
to be burnt upj over t hat of any other man's; or 
with reference to the fulneſs of the Godhead which 
dwelt in him. a 
I took notice above that there are ſome paſ- 4 
ſages in our preſent Engliſh Bible which manife ſt ; 
either a want of integrity, or underſtanding in the 
tranſlator ; being not the true meaning of the text 
in the original Greek or Hebrew, But let us rejoices 
my brethren, that it is not a wrong tranſlation 
which can prevent our pleaſing God; who is 
atisfied with a willing upright heart, and with 
a whole performance or obedience according 
to that knowledge, which we uſe our beſt endeav- | 
ours to obtain, = | 
Though the Spirit of the living Almighty God, = 
is undoubtedly infinitely preferable to the mere * J 
dead letter of fcripture ; yet his teaching always 2. 
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agreeth therewith. II. viii, 20. and 34. 16. 


John | 4 t 
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John iv. 29, 42, and v. 39, 47- AQts xv ii. 15.) 
Therefore, my brethren, ſearch the ſcriptures ; 
and hold faſt that written word and teſtimony, 
Tea, earneſtly contend for it; for even theſe out- 
ward foundations are exceedingly ſerviceable to 
the ſervants of God. (Jude iii, 2 Tim i 13. and ii 
2, IF. and 3, 14—17- Rom. iii. 1, 2 Tit, i. 9. 
Eph. ij. a0') And though the knowledge of this 
outward means will not be required where it is 
impoſſible to be had, yet a neglect of it will not 
be forgiven, in us who have it. Acts xvii. 30. Matt 
25, 30.) Be aſſured, my Brethrcn, that notwith- 
ſtanding any errors of tranſcription, interpolation 
or tranſlation ; I ſay, notwithſtanding any ſtain 
that may have fallen upon the ſcriptures ſince their 
original doming forth from the Spirit of God, 
they are yet exceedingly the beſt, and trueſt, and 
moſt perfect writings in the world; even as we 
have them in Engliſh. 

Objee. 2, a ſecond objection to the dodtring 
contained in the texts of this chapter, is brought 
from John viii. 58 . where our Lord ſays, be- 
fore Abraham was, „I am.” Agreable to which, 
Paul declares that“ he was the firſt-born (be- 
gotten, created) of every ereature.” (Col. i. 15. 
And I believe that he dwelt in the boſom of the 
Father before the foundation of the world ; and 
thatin the fulneſs of time appointed by the Fa- 


ther, he took upon himſelf a body of the ſeed of 
Abraham 
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Abraham, which God had ordained and pre- 


pared for him. And as God gave life to the 
dead, and fight to the blind by our Lord ig 


the days of bis humiliation. (John, xiv. 10) G6 I 
apprehend may be the meaning of Paul, where 
he ſays, ** all things were created by him at firſt.” 


Cal. i. 16, 17. and alſo John i 3. As to the parti» | 


cular phraſe © I am” which our Lord vies in this 
text. and which ſome lay great ſtre(s upon, I am 
convinced from an impartial and ſerious conſider- 


ation of it, that ia this place it means no more 


than we mean by ſaying © I was.” And there are 
ſeveral places where our Savior uſes the ſame 
expreſſion “ Iam” wherein it is expreſs and clear 
that he meant no more than that he was the 
Chriſt, the ſon of God, the ſon of mas: as Mark 
xiv. 61. 62, Luke xxii, 70. John xiii 13, 19. and 


viii. 23-29. and xviii, 37. Matt, 26 63, 64. And 


we may as reaſonably ſay, that becauſe Judges, 
aud Magiftrates, and Heroes were in old times cal- 
led Gods, that therefore they were every one of 
them the very Eternal, Almighty God; as that 
becauſe our Lord makes uſe of the phraſe «4 am,” 
therefore he was the Almighty, becauſe we expreſs 
the nature and eſſence of the Almighty by that 
appellation, (I am.) Or that becauſe the Hebrew 
name Elijah ſignifies in Engliſh * Gad the Lord,” 
there fo the prophet Elijah was indeed the very 


God of Iſtacl, mentioned PC. Ixxxv. 8. 5 
e- 
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Objec. 3. Thomas ſays, © my Lord, and my 
God.” John xx. 28. By which I underſtand him 
as ſaying, my Maſter, my Lawgiver, my Leader, 
my Pattern; in whom God dwells; who is the 
exact image or copy of the perfections and attri- 
butes of God, and whom God hath ordained that 
I ſhall obey and worſhip. Deut. xviii- 19, 19. 
Phil. it. 9-11, Heb. i. t—9g) Even as Pharaoh 
commanded that the Egyptians ſhould honour and 
obey Joſeph ; (who was a type of Chriſt.) bow- 
ing the knee before him, and doing nothing but 
by his command; ſo that to ſee or be command- 
ed by Jofeph,was in a ſenſe the ſame thing as to 


| ſee or be commanded by Pharaoh. But yet we are 


to obſerve, that Phz araoh retained his original 


right of ſovereignty even over Joſeph; for ſays, 


he, in the throne I will be greater than thou.” 
Agreeable te which, Pau), ſpeaking of the domi- 
nion which God hath given to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; ſays, „but when God put all things un- 
der him, it is manifeſt that he excepted himſelf, 
which did put all things under him.” 1 Cor. xv. 


27. 


The defenders of the Trinitirian religion make 
make much ade about the acts of homage 6r 
worſhip which were paid to our Savior Chriſt in 
the days of his incarnation ; as if they proved him 
to be the ſupreme God: but this ſuppoſition of 
theirs proceeds from ignorance, or inattention to 

G the 


the cuſtoms which were Formerly in uſe among 
the Jews in their ſalutations and addreſſes; and 
alſo for want of conſidering the change that hath 
| paſſed upon the ſignification or meaning ef the 
word “ worſhip,” fince that time. 

For though acts of proſtration, and the term 
* worſhip,” are not uſed to men in this time 
and country, yet they were at that time among 
the Jews, and other Eaſtern nations; and upon 
ſearching the ſcriptures we find as reyerent and 
lowly afts of worſhip paid to ot her men, as any 
that are recorded to i.ave been paid to the Lord 
Jeſus. Gen. xxiii. 12+ and xxxilt. 3. and xliv. 14. r 
Sam. xxV. 23—35- 2 Sam. xviii 28. and xix. 13 
120. Dan. ii. 46— 49. and viii. 16, 17. Matt xvili 
26 29. Luke xiv. 10. and 2 Kings. iv. 27, 37. 

But though Joſeph's Bretliren fell at his feet 

and Abigail and Ahimazz at David's, and the Shur. 

agamite at Eliſha's, and Nebuehadnezzar at Daniel's, 
and the ſervant in the Goſpel, at his maſter's; 
yet no reaſonable perſon can ſuppoſe that any of 
- theſe honorers or worfhippers imagined that [the 
perſon whom thy thus bowed-down before or 
worſhiped, was the ſupreme God; and we ſee that 
our Lord uſes the term © worſhip,” in the ſame 
ſenſe as we uſe the word “ honor.” 

In ſhort, I am fully perſuaded that there is 
not one ſingle aft of worſhip recorded to have 


| been paid to our ſavior Chriſt, which the party ſo 


do. 


> 
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doing meant to pay to the ſupreme God: but that 


he was cotiſtantly honoured or woriniped either 
as (being by many believed to be the anointed) 
King of the Jewiſh nation, or ſon ot God, vi the 
Meſſiah, or Chriſt, or a Prophet of God, or in 
ſome ſynonymous ſenſe. And when the Jews 
charged him with the blaſphemy of making him» 
ſelf ſupreme God, he denied that he had done ſo, 
by his anſwer in taking unto himſelf only the 
name of Son of God; ſanctificd or created holy, 
and ſent into the world by his Father, John x. 
3336. 

Objec. 4 Our Lord jeſus Chriſt ſays “I and 
my Fathcr ate one.” John x, 30—39. But it can 
by no means be maintained that he there [peaks 
with teſpect to co-equal power or eternity; tor 
he afterwards prayed that his diſciples might be 
one with God, even as he was. [John xvii 11-23 
Mark, iii, 37 —Immediatly before the text from 
whence is brought this fourth objection, our Lord 
tells the Jews that none ſhould plyck his ſheep out 
of his hand: for ſays he, my Father who gave 
them to me, is greater and more powerful than 
all; and whoſoever takes them from me, muſt 
hr ſt overcome him; becauſe my Father and I are 
one, One in covenant, in love, in mind or 
Spirit, in defign to ſave the ſheep. And we find 
like expreſſions of nearneſs and endearment, made 


iſe of in the ſcriptures to the reſt of God's child 
G 2 ren 


(90.3 
dren. PC cxix. 57. Song of Sol ii. 16. If xlix. 15, 
26. and Ixii. 5 Hoſ. ii. 16— 20, Zech. ii 8. John ** 
17, 2 Cor vi. 18. Ja, ii 23. 1 John iii. 1-9. 
Odjec. 5. He that hath feen me, hath ſeen 
the Father.” John xiv. g=1;-—— Now this cannot 
be litterally meant; becauſe God is a Spirit; and 
the ſcriptures expreſly declare that no man except 
the Loid Jeſus Chriſt, either hath or can ſee 
him, while in this world, Exod XXX11i, 20. John 
1 18. and vi. 46 and v. 37. 1 Tim. vi 16. 1 Jobn 
iv. 12. T herefore this text muſt mean, that the 
truth and bolinets and power of God rcſted upon, 
and were viſible in the Lord Jcſus Chriſt; even 
as the power and authority of Pharavh were lit- 
te rally in Joſeph, though he was efl. Pally and 
truly a diſtinct perſon from Pharaoh. 

Objee 6 ©& Awake, O ſword, againſt my 
ſhepherd, and againſt the man that is my fellow, 
faith the Lord of hoſts.” Zech. xiii. 7.— This text 
I underſtand in a ſenſe ſimilar to that above; or 
to ſignify the union and intimacy and fellowſhip 
which ſubſiſt betwixt our Lord and his Father. 
John v. 20 and, xvi. 32. For even they who con- 
tend for the co- equallity of the ſon with the 
Father, cannot help owning that one-part of bim, 
which they call his manhood, is inferior to God; 
but iu this text-a an is ſaid to be the fellow of 
God. (lee alſo 1 John i. 3, 6, 7+] 

Objce 7. « Chiiſt Jeſus being in tbe _ — 
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he likeneſs or image of God, thought it not robbery 
2 to be equal with God.“ Phil. 2. 6 — When 
our ord ſaid “ 1 and my Father are one,” and 
77 «© he that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father,” 
4 and again, „ he that ſeeth me, ſeeth him that 


8 ſent me;” and he © that receiveth me, receiveth 
3 him that ſent me;“ I ſay by theſe expreſſions, he 
| in a ſenſe claimed an equality with God: I mean 
3 in regard to the purity of his life, and the truth 
3 of his doctrine, ang the lawfulneſs and ability 
1 of his commands. But we are by no means to 
ſuppoſe, nor any where taught in the bible to be- 


n 0 lieve, that ever he thought of claiming an equality 
| of divinity, or of original, effential power with 
: : God. For in the ſame manner of ſpeaking he ſaid 


to his diſciples “ he that receiveth you receiv- 
eth me, and he that heareth you, heareth me; 
that is, I give yon authority to preach, and cem- 
mand, and work miracles as my Father gave me; 
(John xiv, 12. and xx. 21—23.) and your words 
(uhaving now received of the ſame ſpirit with me, 
; even the ſpirit of the true and living God) ſhall . 
ſtand and-be fulfilled, even as mine, and wy Fa- 
ther's. (Luke x- 8. 16.) 

Objec. 8. And we know that the Son of God 
is come, and hath given us an underſtanding to 
know him that is true; (the Father, Matt, ix. 27 
John Yi. 46) and. we are in him that is true, even. 
un ſon Jeſas Chriſt, J is the trus — 4 

3 | 
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and eternal life,” 1 John, v. 20, — The whole 

difficulty in this text ariſ:s frem an error or 
wrong tranſlation iu putting the word even,“ 

inſtead of “ and.” For It is exceedingly evident 
from this whole text and context, that the Apoſtle 
was here teſtifying that they were in the Father 
(God Almighty) and in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
(John xvii. 21—23,) That is, they kept the law 
or commands which God gave them formerly 

from mount Sinai, and afterwards by his only 
ever-ſinieſs ſon, Aud not only common ſenſe 
and the whole tenor of ſcripture teaches us that 
that our preſent Engliſh Bible is erroneous in the 
above text, but even learned men belenging to 
the church of England have teſtified the. ſame 
thing, (ſec alſo John, xvii, 3.) 

Objection 9g. ** Feed the church of God, which 
De hath purchaſed with his own blood.” and a- 
gain © hereby perceive we the love of God, be- 
cauſe he laid down his life for us“ Acts xx. 28. 

1 John iii. 16.— Our Lord tells us that“ God is 
a ſpirit,” and that a ſpirit hath no fleſh or blood: 
and therefore cannot ſhed blood, er be put to 
death by man: from whence we learn, that if the 
above texts be rightly and truly tranſlated, and 
mean God Almighty, then they muſt be figurative; 
and be underſtood as where God's children are 


Qt is dear and precious to hin, and as it were 8 
Ar | par 


| likened to the apple of his eye (Zech. ii. 8.) 


: 
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part of himſelf; and fo that by a metaphor th 

life of our Lord Jeſvs Chrift is called the life of 
God: in the ſame ſenſe as when he ſays © he that 
hath ſeen Me, hath ſeen the Father,” and ““ and 
my Father are one; and as where Paul fays, I 
live, yet not I, but Chriſt lives in me.” For the 
whole Bible declareth, typically under the law, and 
clearly under the goſpel, that it was not God 
Almighty who was impriſoned and ſcourged and 
crucified and flain and put to death, either by 
himſelf, (with reverence and awe and trembling 
and horror I ſs ſpeak) or by the devil, or by the 
Jews ; but that it was the man Chriſt Jeſus; who 
for the ſake of that happineſs and joy and glory 
which God promiſed to beſtow upon him and his 
followers or redeemed enes; I ſay the proſpect 
and promiſe of God's making him and them hap- 
py together for ever, induced him willingly to 
become a means of delivering or redeeming or 
ſetting them free from bondage into which they 
had caſt or ſold themſelves, (i John iii. 8. John 
xvi. 33. Matt. iv. 1, 18. and i. 21. Luke xxii. 53- 
and xi. 14—22, If. xlii. and xlix. and l. p—g. and 
Iii. and Iv. 4. Heb. ii. 6—18. and v. 4—9. and 
Xil. a, 3. John xvii. 19% xiv. 2, 3. Phill ii. 7=-11, 
Ecles. vii. 29. If. Ixii. 3. Gen, i. 25.) Indeed 
believe, and I think alſe that I have been told 
ſo by one whoſe ability and honeſty I can rely 


upon, that theſe two texts are erroneouſly tranſ- 
. lated 
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lated. and do not in the. original Ggnify God Al- 
mighty ; and that the firſt of them (Acts xx. 28.) 
in particular, ought to be rendered, “feed the 
church of Chriſt, which he hath purchaſed with 
bis own blood.” But, my brethren, the rule 
which I gave you a little above, viz. to interpret 
dark and doubtful texts, by the clear and plain and 
evident ones, will Iam perſuaded, be fully ſuffi- 
cient in the hands of God's holy ſpirit to guide 
us into all truth; notwithſtarding any errors that 
may have crept into the letter of God's word, 

through the ignorance or treachery of tranſlators 
For He tht gave the ſcriptures forth originally, 
hath the ſeme power to inſpire or create them a= 
new even at this day, in the underſtandings of 
whomſoever he pleaſes. [John vi. 45 and xiv. 6 
John ii. 20--27.] And I am perſuaded that no 
ſober, wiſe, reaſonable perſon, will think that the 

Ever=liv! 'ng, Almighty God, who governs and 
ſypports all things, and by whoſe power we live 
and move and have our being: (Ae. xvii. 27, 28 
Ph civ. 27, 28, and cxlv. x5. and cxxi. 4. If xxvii. 
3.) 1 ſay, I ſuppoſe that no underſtanding perſon 
after due coſideration, will imagine that that life» 
giving Being was ever put to Cath, or ceaſed to 


ſay, that the body of God (by which they mean 
the outward ſeſh and blood of Jeſvs Chriſt) is 


literally eaten by them in the ſacrament of the 


altar 


cxiſt. Ard cer! ainly the Pa piſts may as truely . 
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altar, ſo called; 2s Proteftants may ſay that the 
ſupreme Creator and preſerver of the univerſe 
ever tormented and murdered himſelf, (with 
trembling and fear and dread I ſo ſpeak,) or put 
himſelf into the powet, or nnder the dominion 
of the Devil, or the Jews, to dg ſo to him. 

I beſcech you, my brethren, to conſider the 
conſequences of this triaitarian religion; and do 
not fall into the ſame error that you condemn in 
the Papiſts: I mean the taking two or three texts 
in the literal inſtead of a ſpiritual ſenſe, though 
by ſo doing both they (in the foreſaid idolatrous 
and blaſphemous ſacrament) and you (if you wol- 
ſip the Lord Chriſt as ſupreme God,) contradict 
the whole tenor of the ſcriptures. 

Objec. 10. All power is given unto me 
(as a reward of my obedience) in heaven and in 
earth, (for a time, 1 Cor, xv. 24-28.) go ye there- 
fore and teach all nations, baptizing tbem (1 Pet- 
iii. 21.) in (into) the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” Matt. 28- 18, 
19. — 0d ſaid unto Moſes, © thou ſhalt put my 
name upon the children of Iſrael, and I will bleſs 
them :” that is, thou ſhalt teach them to be juſt, 
true, and merciful and to keep all my commands; 
and ſo we read (x Cor. x 2) that they were bap- 
tized into Moſes» In like manner we are not to 
ſuppoſe that the above text in Matthew refers 


to a trigſty of perſons in the Godhead; but by 
being 


being, baptiſcd into tho . of the Father, we 
underſtand a being taught the moral les which 
God gave by Moſes and the prophets, be- 
fore our Lord's coming in the fleſh; (Heb. 1. 1.) 
by the name of the Son, the word or com- 
mands which he ſem us by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
(John viii. 28, 42, 47 and xii. 44—50. Heb. i. 2, 
5-) and by the name of the Holy Ghoſt, I un- 
derſtand either the word ſpoken unto us by the 
Apoſtles; Niatt. x. 20. Mark xiii. 11. Luke x. 16 
Acts. ii. 1—4. Heb. ii, 3,4.) or elſe, a being bap- 
trzed into the power of, or receiving, or being 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, (Acts viii. 15—17.and 
Xi. 15—18* and xix 6. 

I believe that God, and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
rhe Spirit of God, are one Being. {for God is a 
Spirit; arfd to be born of God, and born of the 
Spirit, are mentioned in the ſcripture as the ſame 
thing: and ſo Paul conſtantly ſalutes in the name 
of God the Father, and of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


in the beyining of all his epiſtles, without once 


mentioning the Holy Ghoſt.] And I believe our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the firſt-born and beſt of all 
his works; (Col. i.*15.) who in the fulneſs of time 
which God had before appointed, took upon him- 
ſelf a body of fleſh ; and te whum it pleaſed God 
to give the poſſeſſion or enjoyment of himſelf, 


in a manner and degree above that which he gave 
—_ 


x0. Col. i. 15—19) 


. Gints; (as Luke xxiii, 43. John xiv. 2, 3- Acts 


1 3.7 
to any other creature, (John. iii. 34, 35. Phil. ii. 


Objce. 1. There are three that bear re | 
cord in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the x | 
Holy Ghoſt : and theſe three are one.” 1 John 5. | 
WefindHeaven mentioned in the Scriptures in two 
ſenſes, one as the habitation of departed, glorified 


i. 11.) the other, as the habitation of God upon 
upon earth ; that is, his people or children; the 1 | 
juſt, upright, merciful man; (as Jo. iii, 13 2Cor. bs 
6. 13-18, Luke xvii 21 & x.9. Hos, ii. 21. 11.34. 
S.) and I underſtand the heaven ſpoken of in our 
text in the latter ſenſe. According to which, 
the witneſs or teſtimony or law of the Father is 
the commands brought by Moſes and the pro- 
phets ; the commands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
is the witneſs of the Son :—— and the commands 
of the Apoſtles, is the witneſs of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Which three witneſſes all ſpeak the ſame words; 
[Deut vi, 5s, Levit xix 18 Matt vii, 12. and 22 36 
— 40. 23. I—3}, and 5, 17— 43 Ads xxiv, 14, 
and XXvi 22, 1 Cor vii. 19, Ja, ii, 8. 1 Pet iti, to 
—13, 1 John, ii, 29. and iii, 7, and v. 3. Iſ viii. 
20.] and are one; as when our Lord ſays, © he 8 
that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father,” and“ I 7 | 
and my Farher are one,” And theſe three records 
or teſtimonics or laws are kept or obeyed in the 
coniciences and lives of the ehudren of God. * 
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T believe that wherever God dwells, and lifts up 
the light of his well-pleaſed, life-giving eounten- 
ance ; I ſay I believe that where there is conver- 
ſation or fellowſhip with God, that place may 
indeed, and in one ſcripture ſenſe of the word, 
be called heaven, though it is in this preſent life. 
The objection from John i. 1. The word 
was God,“ I anſwered by paraphraſing that paſſ- 
age among the texts at the begining of this chap- 
ter. 

Objce. 12, © All men ought to honour the ſon 
even as they honour the Father. He that honour. 
eth not the Son, eee not the Father who 
fent him.” John v. 22. If an earthly Prince 
ſend his ambaſſador to * of his neighbours, 
to enter into a treaty, any dicreſpect or injury 
done to his repreſentative, is deemed an affrent 
to Eimſelf; but yet there is an eſſential difference 
betwixt the King and his miniſter, as I ob- 
lerved before i in the caſe of Pharaoh and Joſ- 
eph. It is very evident that in the above 
text and contexts, our Lord repreſents himſelf as 
one to whom God had given power and authority 
to command even as himſelf; and it is likewiſe as 
clear, that he does not in the leaſt pretend to any 
- eſſential co-equality with his Father and Maſter. 
(Matt. xii- x8.) All the people of God are com- 
manded to be holy as God is holy, and perfect 25 


de is perfoct, and merciful as he is merciful; wy 
1 
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no one will pretend te ſay that we are to take 
theſe words in the falleſt ſenſe they are cipable 
df; hut only that we are to be holy and perfect 
and pure and merciful, according to that rule 
which God -hath given us, and not according to 
The holineſs or religion which man hath in ven ed 
<certriyy to his commands. (Matt xv .1—9. Col. 
. 14—27 | 

Objee 13. Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midſt of 
them. Lo, I am with you alway, even ts 
the end of the world.“ Matt 18. 20. and 28. 20. 
Some bring theſe texts as a proof of our 
Lord's omnipreſence; And therefore of his in- 
finity and eſſential cogequality with Almighty 
God: But I am perſuaded they mean no ſuch 
-thing, for we find ſuch like expreſſions made uſe 
of by others in the ſcriptures; 1 Cor v. 3. 4Col 
Ji. 5- 2Kings. v. 6. AQs x. 19, As we know that 
God can and hath many times revealed uuto men, 
things or tranſactions which they wers not pre- 
ſont at the doing of, neither were told ef by any 
other perſon, ſo no doubt he cam and, doth 


inform the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in a mygk 


different and ſuperior manner. And our. Savior 
may truly in one ſcripture ſenſe, be ſaid to 
be always with bis people : for he is continually 
preſent with them is and in _ 
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ind in good officesor interceſſion with bis Fatber! 


which I am perſuaded is the wue meaning of the 


above texts, | s 

Objec. 14 * Ye believe in God, believe al- 
ſo in me.” John xiv. 1. That is, ye keep the com- 
mands which God gave by Moſes and the pro- 
phets, keep mine alſo; and that explanation 
which I have given you of his former law. (Acts 


iii. 22» 23,) To believe a man, and to believe in 


or on a man, is the ſame thing. (John v. 35-47. 
and vi. 29, 30. and viii 45, 46,) And when our 
Lord ſaid to the Jews, if you believe not that 
I am he, ye ſhall die in your fins,” (John viii. 24) 
undoubtedly he meant that they ought to believe 
him to be the Meſſiah, the Chriſt, the anointed 
Son and ſervant of God; whom he ſent into the 
world, and ordained and enabled to ſave his peo- 
ple from their fins : even as he appointed ſavi- 


ors or judges or deliverers under the moſaic diſ- 


penſation, to deliver or ſave his profeſſing peo- 
ple, the outward Jewiſh nation, from their world- 
ly enemies and diſtreſs. (Jud. ii. 16— 19. Obad. 


21. alſo the name ſaviour is given to others, 


x Tim. iv. 16. Ja, v. 10,) 

Objec. 15. All things that the Father hath 
are mine.“ John xvi. 15. In order to explain this 
text, I will give a ſhort paraphraſe upon it and 
the three foregoing verſes. 3 
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© v. 12 I have many more new doctrines (ot 
rather ſpiritual explanations of God's former law) 
to teach you, but ye are not yet able to under 
ſtand and practice them. 

v. 13. But when the Holy Spirit (by whoſe 
inſpiration or teaching the ſcriptures were ſpoken 
and wrote) is given to you, he will make you to 
underſtand the bidden meanings of God's laws. 
For he will not give you another law, contrary 
to that ſent by Moſes and the prophets, but will 
explain to you the mylterics contained therein; 
and he will alſo by dreams and viſions and other 
manifeſtations, make known to you future events. 
(Ae ii. 16—19.) | 

v. 14 He ſhall ſhew you how highly and deſerv- 
edly I am hononred in heaven; for he will ſhew 
you the great and glorious promiſes which God 
made to me, (Ezck. 34. 23, 24, 29. and 35. 
24. Iſ. 12 and 49. and 32. 13=—Is.) and which 
will certainly be accompliſhed. (Rev. i. ii» iii. v. 
Vi» XIV» 1-4. and XiX« 11—21 

v. 15 All the promiſes and power revealed in 
the ſcriptures, God hath given by and to me: 
and the Holy Spirit will teach according to that 
written word or teſtimony; which God hath con- 
firmed by the ſigns and miracles which he ſent 


with i.“ 


Paul alſo ſays to the Corinthians (1Cor. 3. 21, 


22.) © al} things are yours.” that is, all things ſhall 
| H 2 Work 
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work together for good to them that love God, 


and ne good thing will he W th from therti 
that walk uprightly. 
Objc. 16. I Wiſdom was ſet up from ever- 
laſting ftom- the beginning, before the earth was, 
E-was brought forthfertated, born) before the wa- 
ters, or the mountains.” Frov.' viii 23, 25. Out of 
dhee: Bethlehem ſhall eome forth unto me, he 
that is to be ruler in Ifrad j + whoſe goings forth 
have been of old, from everlaſting - Mic. v. 2: 


Thy throne, © God is * ever and ever.” PN 


xlv. 6. 
We are taught by pon Savjour not to judge 


of things according to their firſt appearance, bu 
to conſider and weigh-them carefully. and to judge 
according to reaſon; (John vii. 24.) the doing 
which would clear our minds of many errors re- 
ſpecting the ſcriptures. For upon ſeriouſly con- 
ſidering, and comparing one ſcripture with ano= 
ther, we find that many important words have in- 
tirely loſt their original ſignification; and convey; 
new, in ſame places, a very different idea ta that 
which was at firſt intended. Such, is the caſe with 
the words faith, god, love, bload, worſhip, angel, 
heaven,righteouſnefs, baptiſm,faſting, prayer, law, 
charity, imputed, perfect : and in the above texts 
which make this ſixteenth objection, the, words 
ever, &-everiaſting” ſeem to be much miſlaken, 
end to be underſtood as if they neceſſarily. men 


alſo, (as Mark i. K John zich 25 Matt, 25. 26 


89 3 
to expreſs a time either originally coeval with, or 
of as long future continuance as the Supreme Be- 
ing · But upon a careful examination of the ſerip- 
tures we find them in ſome places convey a very 
diferent meaning. 

For inſtance, Jonah ſays * the earth with her 
bars was about me for ever” But it is plain 
that he only meant continvally, while in that 
ſituation, In like manner Aſaph in the 83 Pſalm 
17. ver. prays that God would confound and 
trouble their unjuſt, cruel, enemies“ for ever ;” 
that they might thereby be driven to ſeek the 
Lord, aud to lay aſide their war and perſecution, 
ver. 16. Whereby it is plain that he did not 
mean to beg that God would for ever exclude 
them from the kingdom of Heaven, but only 
that by his judgments and chaſtiſements they 
might be made righteous. And I am perſuaded 
that the above objected texts, do not mean a time 
or duration of exiſtence equal with that of God 
Almighty, but are to be underſtood in a figurative 
ſenſe, as Gen 49 26, Heb. iii, 6. PC, y4 1. and 
78. 69. and 83 17, and 89. 37 and 104. 3. Eccles. 
i. 4. Jonah. ii. 6, 2 Sam. 7. 1329+ 1 King 
8. 13. — 2 

Which figurative manner of expreſſion is 
frequently uſed in ſcripture on other occaſions 


john 


| t go. 1 


6 John vi. 53, and xiii, 8-15, 1 John v. '9 1 The. 
i, 8. Eph 5ch 30 Rom. i. 8. 


{ 
| | 
| 0 As to Chriſt's being called, God, (er 4s. 0 1 
ll that name, as I before mentioned in this book, | 
| | was anciently given to other men beſides the Lord ( 
| i Jeſus; even to Kings and Rulers and judges in 7 
10 general [as Exod, iv. 16, and vii 1, and xx⁰. ! 
ill 28, Jof, xxii 22, Pf, xviii. 9 and 8a. and 138, 1. 4 
| Jahn x. 34 35+] amongſt the Jews: and very a 
Lil! commonly amongſt other nations alſo, as is well 2 
| | 1 known to them who are converſant in heathen l 
| | mythology. But we are not to ſuppoſe that , t 
| the gentile nations worſt.ipped every one as the v 
10 ſupreme Almighty God, to whom they gave = 
Fi the title of God; any more than the jews han- , n 
| þ ored or warſhiped Meſes,joſua, Samuel, or David Q 
il &c, as ſuch: but they honoured or worſhipped . : 
| Yi them as the repreſentatives or viceroys of the 4 
ld moſt high God. Dan, ii 46. and iv. 8, 9. ; 
it Objec- 17. Therefore the Jews ſaught the 
þ moe to kill him, becauſe he ſaid that God was ” 
Ny his Father, making himſelf equal with God.“ r 
if John v, 18. For a good work we ſtone thee dot, | 
{il but for blaſphemy ; and becauſe that thon, te ; 8 
x ing a man, makeſt thyſelf God.” john x. 33. R 8. 
f It is faid by ſome, that aur Lord ſuſtained the « 
| cogſtruQiop.. which the jews in theſe texts pyt 5 
| 1 upon the words which he had immediatly ſpoke _ af 
'  1aithemn in the foregoing verſes.z but to me the 1 
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cantrary is perfectly evident; for in anſwer to 


the firſt text he ſays, ver. 19 and 20. « verily, 
verily 1 can, do nothing by my own, wiſdom or 
power, but I follow the command or example of, 
God, and fulfill his will. Far the Father loveth 


me, and giveth me wiſdom and power to folloy 
his example, and to do ſuch works as he doth.” , 
And in anſwer to the ſecond text, he tells them 
Ver. 3436. that“ the ſcriptures, which ſpake 


the truth, called men gods, who were born un- 


holy, and in a ſtate of enmity with God; and that 
therefore he, whom God had brought into the 
word in a ſtite of perfect holineſs, and who had 
always continued in it, had certainly a ſure right 
to that title : but he took it to himſelf in no 
ather ſenſe than as the ſon and ſervant of God, 


appointed by him to bear witneſs to, or preach 


the truth, and to gather his choſen people gut of, 


the world,“ | 
As to any error of theJews in theie expectati- 


ons or ideas of the Meſſiah, or in miſunderſtand-, 
ing him we know that was no unuſual thing, witneſs 
Matt. zzch 45, 46 John sch qa», 52, and viii. 27, 


43. and 7ch- 27.—But indeed the chief accuſation 


which the jews ſeem to have made againſt him 


was his breaking their ceremonial ſabbath, by 


healing thereon; and doing other things contrary . 


ta what they eſteemed as the law of God; and his 
af cerwards affirming that he did thoſe very 
things by the will and power of God: thereby, 
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1 
as it were, in their apprehenſion, making God 
deny himſelf, or anaul his ewn commands; One 
of which, that of keeping the Sabbath, was IN 2 
very particular and expreſs manner, repeatedly 
inculcated thronghout the law and the prophets. 


Ad though the carnal, or outward part of the 


nation were utter ſtrangers to the true meaning 
of that command, yet as they underſtood it liter- 
ally, and ſaw the ſanction which God had given 
to his laws, (Deut. xiii.) they looked upon our 
Lord as a very heinous offender for attempting 
to ſet aſide their preſent practice, and to teach 


them the true and ſj iritual one: and according]y, 


at our Lord's death we ſee that he made effectual 


prayer for ſuch of them as were ſincere and up- 


right in their inteptions.Luke 23. 34 Acts2+ 37=42 
And here, wy brethren; ſuffer me to caution 
you againſt being led away by the popular cries 
of orthodoxy and ſoundneſs; or of deſerting the 
truth, and quenching your light for fear of being 
called an innovator, or ſeparatiſt, or ſchiſmatic, 
or heretic, ; for no doubt the Jews ef old gave 
all theſe names and worſe to our Lord and his 
Apoſtles ; (Mark iii. 22. john viii. 48. Acts xxi. 
28—31. and xxii. 22, 23. and xxiii. 12) and yet 
theſe very jews who perſecuted the truth, made a 
greater outward prefcſſion of religion than any 
people in the world. And though names be 


changed, yet men are nat · For 


e oa... aw: a... = 
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For though nominal chriſtians, or them 10 


call Chrift, Lord and Gad, are not now called 


Jews; yet indeed there are more Jew-chriſtians 
than true chtiſtians: more who wor hip God 
according to the doQtrines and inventions which 
men have built upon the ſhadows of the ſcriptures 
(ſuch as baptiſms, ſacraments, ſabbaths, meetings 
Gogiogs, prayings, abſolutions, &c) than who 
worſhip him in the true and ſpiritual meaning 
thereof by walking with humility and reverence 


and. awe before him, iu the ways of juſtice, mer- 
Cy, and brotherly-love. And though ſome part 
of theſe things ought yet to be done, yet they 
are only à ſecondary matter; and will avail no- 


thing except the practice of the ſubſtance go with 
them. 


Therefore be not, my brethren, afizid of 


great names, or thoſe called © the Fathers of the 


Church :” either anciently among the Roman-ca- 


tholics,or fince among the Proteſtant Reformers; 
for we-know that good men have errcd. (1 Chro, 

21 1—-—8. IT 39. Mark 7. 32, 33. Act xv 39. 
Gal. ii. 11 1% Neither do ye reject the truth be- 
cauſe wicked men have held it; [Num xxiv. 47 


1 Kings xxl. 27 29. Mark vi. 20) bat let the 


general, and now "ſealed and authenticated teſti- 
mony of the ſcriptures, be true with you, and 


all who contradict i it, reckon liars. Gal. 1. 8, 9. 
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Odjec. 18. « of EM (the Fathers) as con- 
£c:ning the fleſh Chriſt came, who is over all, God 
' bleſſed for ever, Amen.” Rom. 9.5. 

We are told in the feriptures, that all power 
is given unte the Leid Jeſus both in heaven and 
in earth; and that his name is to be honoured 
above every name: (Matt. 28. 18. Phil. ii. 9, 
10) ſo alſo in the above text Chriſt is ſaid to be 
over all. But no doubt, we may ſay with Paul 
(1 Cor. xv. 27) that in theſe words « power over 
all,” and « above every name,” I ſay i it is evident 
that we muſt except the power and name cf God 
Almighty, who gave our Lord this great power 
and name; and who notwithſtanding never did, 
nor ever will give his ſupreme power to another. 
(Ic xlii. B. and xlviii. 11. 1 Cor. xv. 28) as to the 
name, God, we have already proved that it has 
been frequently given to other men, but ef] an 
ly to the man Chriſt Jeſus. . 

There is indeed another way in which the a» 
bove text may be interpreted, according to the 
frequent practice of ſcripture tranſlations: — for 
when « paſſage is not quite clear in its original li- 


teral expreſſion, but yet the ſenſe or meaning of 
it is very manifeft from the context, or from the 


whole tenor of ſcripture; I fay it is frequent 
with tranſtators upon ſuch occafions, to perfect 
the text by adding the word which is marifeſtly 


1 2nd we have an inſtance of this John 
viii 
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vii. 28. and another, John xiii, 19. in both which 
verſes our tranſlators have added the word © he” 
to the original text, which of itſelf is barely“ I 
am,” in both places. ; 

Now the above text (Rom. ix. g.) ſeems to end 
with a thankſgiving to God, in ſuch like words as 
are uſed by the Apoſtle 2 Cor. i. 3. and Eph. i. 3. 
that is, God be bleſſed for ever, Amen. Ac- 
cording to which, the paſſage will eaſily, by ſuch 
an addition of the word & be” as is uſed in the 
above texts of the word“ he; I ſay it will then 
plainly agree with the whole tenor of the Bible, 
and read, “from David, as to the body, Chrift 
came, who is over all; God be bleſſed for ever. 
(fer this gift) Amen.“ But I rather prefer the for- 
mer interpretation, as the moſt natura!, clear, 
and plain; and leaſt liable to objection. 

And now, my brethren, having given a teſti. 
raony to the truth in this matter, and anſwered all, 
or the moſt material objections which occur to 
me againſt the unity ofGod, and againſtthe ſubor- 
Aination or created exiſtence of the Lord Jeſus 
- 3 Chriſt; I will conclude this chapter with 

F beging of you to lay aſide prepoſſeſſion and 


he prejudice, and ſcriouſly and candidly to examine 
ne and meditate upon what I have ſaid : and to re- 
14 


member that God is jealous of his glory; and 


11 Fo. -that our Lord will not thank you for wing 8 
52 9 ie 
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lie to gain him that hogour which does not be- 
long to him. ' 

And thongh God doth oy at, or 158 over 


the times of ſencete or vpright ignorance, and 


that therefore I am perſuaded chat many who 


; have died is the. belief of this doctrine of the tri- 
| ity, as weU as in other errors, having neverthe- 


lefs been truely regenerated or good, righteous, 


and holy men; and ſerving God their maker, in 


all things, according to the light which he had 
given them ; 1 ſay I am fully perſuaded; that 
though many ſuch are now in poſſeſſion of an ir- 


heritanee in the kingdom of heaven, (John x 41 


Rorg. iv. 9, 12. and v. 13. Eph. iv. 7. Acts x. 34, 
35. & 1y+ 30. Matt, xxv. 1423.) yet from us 
te whom he hath given the knowledge of any 
truth, he expects fruit, or a profeſſion and prac- 
tice according to it. To whom much know- 
ledge is given, of him much obedience is requit- 
ed, and be ſhall receive the gremer reward; and 


te whom leſs is given, of him leſs is required, 
and his ſtate ſhall be inferior in glory.“ And 


whether many or fewer talents are given to us 


God requireth a ſincere, honeſt, upright uſe of 


them ; and he will not accept any other worſhip 
or ſervice than that which. he hath convinced vs 
in our conſciences is the true one. Phil. iii. 16. 


alſo Gen, XViie IC, Eren, XXV. 40. Levit. z. 
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„ 2. Matt. xv. 9. Col. ii. 20—12 Rev. XK li. 18, 


15. Rom. ij, 11—15. Theſe texts teach us, not 
only that God will not reward any other worſhip, 
from chem to whom he hath given the undet- 
ſtandipy of the ſcriptures, or of the truth, than 
that which he has ſhewn them ; but alſo that any 
other worſhip is ſinful and will be punifked in 
them; as in the caſe of Nadab and Abihu : who 
perhaps thought it a matter of little conſequence 
in what manner they offered incencs, ſo they did 
but do it: but God thought otherwiſe, —— Once 
more, my brethren, I beſeeeh you by the terrors 
of Almighty God, and for the truth's ſake, whic!: 
our Lord came to bear witneſs to, and laid down 
his life for; that ye henceforth ſeparate your- 
ſelves from the profeſſors of that blaſphemous, 
unſcriptural, and idolatrous doctrine, called the 


doctrine of the Trinity: and the ſtrength of the 


Moſt High, and the love of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
be your ſupport and reward in ſo doing for ever. 
Amen. . 


Cit 
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CHAPTER FIFTH. 
Of Public:ſpeaking or preaching. 
TEXTE 


«« Would God that all the Lord's people were 
preachers.” Numb. xi 29. 
„ While I kept filence, grief and ſorrow of 


« heart was my portion,” Pſxxxii. 3 and xxxix. 


16 2. 

« Tf any man hath a revelation or un derſtand- 
« ing given him in the things of God, he ought 
« faithfully to declare it. Jer. #Xiii. 28, and i. 
"4 17. Ezek iii. —11. 

« Wiſdom is not given to a man to be hid, 
« but that all his brethren may be inſtruted by 
« it.” Matt. v, 17 and xxv. 25-30, Mark iv. 28. 
„% Luke viii. 6, and xi. 33 

«« What God revealeth in your minds or un- 
„ derſtandings, that preach ye in the aſſemblies 
4% of his people” Matt, x. 27, 1 Cor. ix 16. 

Hinder no man ftom bringing men out of 
4 of the power of Satan to God,” Luke iz. 49, 
« 50. Mark ix. 39. Eph. vi 8. Ja v. 19, 20. 

In the laſt days, ſaith God I will pour out 
% my ſpirit upon both Jew and Gentile; male 
„ and femzle; and both men and woman ſhall 
« preach.” Joel ii, 25. Acts ii. 17, 18, 1 
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er ] was not educated for a preacher, neither 
„ was my father one, but 1 was an herdſman : 
«© and the Lord ſent me to preach to his people.“ 
Amos. Vil. 1 4, 1. 

«« I wiſh that ye were all preachers :- for it is 
«© lawful and good for every,one of you topreach, 
« one after another.“ 1 Cor. 14. 1, 5, 31, 39, 

„ Queneh not the Spirit: neither deſpiſe 
« the preaching of the poor or unlettered pei- 
„ ſon.” x Theſs. v. 19, 29. 1 Cor. i 20—29 


DOCTRINE 


It is very plain, my brethren, from the above 
te xu, that the preſent univerſal cuſtom in 1eligi- 
ous aſſemblies, of limiting ſpeech, as to preaching 
or teaching, to the parſon or miniſter only, or to 
ſome very few men appointed or authoriſed by 
the congregation for that purpoſe; I ſay it is 
very evident that this practiſe is unſeriptural, 


ungodly, and ſpirit-quenchiug, I call it © an uni- 


verlal“ cuſtom ; for though the Quakers and 
ſome few other ſects do not confine ſpeaking, or 
preaching to one or tuo perſons only, yet they 
do abſolutely confine it to ſuch as belong to them, 
or are regularly entered, as it were, for that pur- 

pole. 
This I ſpeak from my own experience; ſor 
when I have, in the fear of Gcd, and For the 
I 2 truths 


fruth's ſake, in a hevat and orderly manner de- 
Gred an audience, amongſt different ſects, I have 
been refuſed by all; not becauſe of any wick-d- 
neſs or immorallity in my cendoct; but either 
becauſe I was not appointed or ſet ET by their 
elders or ſpiritual lords for that purpoſe; or did 
not belong to their ſociety and they were deter- 
mined not te change their opinion» 

But where is there an e&cuſe for this denial 
in the word of God *—ccrtainly no where. We 
find that even Moſes, though ſo emmizently and 
evidently favoured and endowed from above, 
vet did not diſdain to hear and follow the advice 
of Jethro, a prieſt of Midian. ( Exod. X%viii.) Aud 
though we are certain that Paul and Barnabas had 
no recommendation from the chief prieſts, yet 
when they came into a fynagogue or place of 
public worſhip they had liberty given them, 
and were even delired to ſpeak if they had 
any advice or exhortation to give to them 
who were met together. (Acts Xili, 14, 15+) 
And there was no objection made to Paul's preach- 
ing, either upon account of his not being a prieſt, 
nor of the tribe of Levi, nor for want of recom 

_ mendatory letters, or becauſe he wrought at a 
handicraft trade. 

All the deyrees and orders or ;particular offices 
amongthem more immediatly ſet apart for the fe- 
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vice of God and his church, mentioned in the 
new teſtameut; are ſignified and expreſſed by 
theſe two words, ſpiritual and temporal. By a 
ſpirit ual ſervant, is meant every one called a- 
poſtle, biſhop, ſhepherd, elder, ſteward, meſtcnger, 
am baſſador, prophet, interpreter, father, preach- 
er, teacher, maſter or ruler : and by a temporal 
ſervant, is meant a deacon. (Acts vi. 1-6.) Indeed 
theſe two ſervices alſo, may meet in, or be done 
by the ſame perſon; as in Stephen, who was buth 


a deacon, er miniſter of outward things, and alſo 


2 biſhop and ſhepherd of fouls; as ally was the 
Apoſtle Paul- (2 Cor. viii- 1g 

We find the names biſhop, ſhepherd, and 
elder uſed as lyaonymous, or meaning the ſame 
thing; (Acts xx. 17-28. Titus i. -g. 1 Tim 5.17, 


1 Pet v. 1—4) and theugh there ate without 
doubt, different meaſures of the ſpirit among the 


people of God, and conſequeutly differeat de- 
grees of wiſdom and holineſs; yet that which 
makes a true apoſtle, biſhop, elder, preacher &c. 
Is not outward ordination or power given by 
man, but conſiſteth in the inſpiration or indwell- 
ing of the Spirit of God. Neither is ſuch a perſon 
to be known by his having received a college e- 
ducation, or the impoſition of mens hands, or 
xecommendatory letters, or outward power and 
dignity in the church; but by his humility and 
vprightneſs, and actual ſervices to it. (Mark x. 
45, 4W) 1 3 And 


fruth's ſake, in a deocat and orderly manner de- 
fired an audience, amongſt different ſects, I have 
been refuſed by all; not becauſe of any wicked- 
neſs or immorallity in my cendvC ; but either 
becauſe I was not appointed or ſet aſl by their 
elders or ſpiritual lords for that purpoſe; or did 
not belong to their ſociety and they were deter- 
mined not te change their opinion. 

But where is there an eXcuſe for this denial 
in the word of God ?*—ccrtainly no where. We 
find that even Moſes, though ſo emmizently and 
evidently favoured and endowed from above, 
yet did.not diſdain to hear and follow the advice 
of Jethro, a prieſt of Midian. ( EXod. X%viii.) And 
though we are certain that Paul and Barnabas had 
no recommendation from the chief prieſts, yet 
when they eame into a fynagogue or place of 
-public worſhip they had liberty given them, 
and were even deſired to ſpeak if they had 
any advice or exhortation to give to them 
bo were met together. (Acts Xlil. 14, 15+) 
And there was no objection made to Paul's preach- 

ing, either upon account of his not being, a prieſt, 
nor of the tribe of Levi, nor for want of recom 
_ mendatory letters, or becauſe he wrought at a 
handicraft trade. 
All the deyrees and orders'or ;particular offices 
amongthem more immediatly ſet apart for the fer- 
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vice of God and his church, mentioned in the 
new teſtameut; are ſignified and expreſſed by 
theſe two words, ſpiritual and temporal. By a 
ſpiritual ſervant, is meant every one calied a= 
poſtle, biſhop, ſhepherd, elder, ſtewsrd, meſtcnger, 
am baſſador, prophet, interpreter, father, preach- 
er, teacher, maſter or ruler : and by a temporal 
ſervant, is meant a deacon» (Acts vi. 1-6.) Indeed 
theſe two ſervices alſo, may meet in, or be done 
by the ſame perſon; as in Stephen, who was buth 


a deacon, er miniſter of outward things, and alſo 


biſhop and ſhepherd of ſouls; as ally was the 
Apoiile Paul- (2 Cor. vu. 19 

We find the names biſhop, ſhepherd, and 
elder uſed as ly anonymous, or meaning the ſame 


thing; (Acts xx. 1-2 8. Titus 1.;-g. 1 Tim 5.17, 
1 Pet v. 1—4) and theugh there ate without. 
doubt, different meaſures of the ſpirit among the 


people of God, and conſequeutly differeat de- 
grees of wiſdom and holineſs; yet that which 
makes a true apoſtle, biſhop, elder, preacher &c. 
Is not outward ordination or power given by 
man, but conſiſteth in the inſpiration or indwell- 
ing of the Spirit of God. Neither is ſuch a perſon 
to be known by his having received a college e- 
ducation, or the impoſition of mens hands, or 
xecommendatory letters, or outward power and 
dignity in the church; but by his humility and 
vprightneſs, and actual ſervices to it, (Mazk x. 
43, 4) I 3 And 
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And thovgh we ought to pay a ſoperior rec. 
pect to them who are particularly gifted with 
wiſdom and utterancc, and whoſe holy life is con- 
Formable thereto, yet we are by no means to 
Night or deſpiſe ** the day of ſmall things,” or 
e quench the ſmoking flax“; nor hinder © the 
babes and ſucklings” of the flock from caſting in 
their mite towerds the building or repairing of 
God's ſpiritual temple» The outwardly-wiſe and 
learned ſcribes and phariſees, wete indeed diſpleaſ- 
ed to hear the children talk of religious matters, 
and bring glory to Chriſt; but both ſcripture 
and reaſon teaches us the contrary. For we know 
that as little children we enter into the kingdom 
of heaven,and that God doth not give perfection 
either in grace or gifts all at once; but th:t he 
giveth more to him vho hath made a pgoud uſe of 
that which has already been beſtowed upon him. 
1 Bäeſides, it is not only reaſonable that the 
lambs, or little ones of the flock ſhould be heard, 
and thereby exerciſed and ſtrengthened in their 
| gift; but alſo as there are different growths i in the 
F 7 Church, it may ſometimes be that a word of cx- 
perience or exhortation from one of the leaſt, may 


RN 
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1 4 prove as ſuitable and ſerviceable to others in the >” 
1 ſame Nate, as a ſermon from an eldet. But how- E 5 f 
| ever that may be, it is a ſufficient reaſon for our 2 1 
1 ö uſeing this practice, [I Cor. xiv. 29-31 ]that God 55 g 
hath ſo commanded us; for we know that all 5 


wiſdom and underſtanding and power eco:reth 
OE n Tom 


: on BY 

from him; and that both the weak and the ſtrong, 
the babe and the father, will ſpeak alike in vain, 
except the power of God accompany their words; - 
and his bleſſing or favour is only to be met with 
by walking in the way of his commandments. 

And as the preaching even of the truly wiſe 
and learned, is in vain without the bleſſing of 
God. [Pf 127. 1. t. Cor iii. 4—7.] So we know alfo 
that by his own immediate teaching, without the 
means of outward hearine, he can give wiſdom 5 
CRom. ii 14. 15 1 John ii. 20. 27 Exod, iv 10.16 
Gal. i. 11. 12. and alfo by the means of the 
ſcriptures excluſive of any others. [Pſ. cxix. 9, | 


99. 100. ] And we further ſee in the ſcriptures, that 


in the promiſes of the giſts of his holy Spirit, God 
hath not contired himſelf to learning, age, ſex, time 
or place; but hath rather cholen, even in the old 
teſtament, but more eſpecially in the new, to ſend 
his meſſages and commands by, and to ſhew his 


ſpiritual favour to the ſmall or deſpiſed or unlearg- | 


ed of this world, rather than to the great, or 
powerful, or learned. All which things ſhe ws us 
the folly and finfulneſs of mans ways and cuſtoms, 
and how oppofite they are to the mind and ways 
of God. 

Certainly it is an eafier and more reaſonable 
way, being much leſs fatigue both of body and 
mind, for every one, as any as can, to take a 
ſharc ; rather for one always to bear the whole 


burden. And as in many members, there will be 


many 


a 


1 
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many experiences, fo it is probable that one who 
actually hath been in any particuiar ſtate or ſitua- 
tion, or tryal wlll be more likely to ſpeak for the. 
edification or comfort of another in the ſame ſtate, 
than he who never experienced it. For though it 
is poſſible to God to make us underſtand and feel 
the weight of troubles and ſorrows and diſtreſſes 
which we never were in, yet that is not his ordin- 
ary way: ſo that in general we have but a faint 
idea of unexperienced affliction. 

And what man, or fet of men is it, to whom 
God revealeth ail the myfteries ot his word, that 
he or they ſhould aſſume to themſęlves the ſole right 
oi interpreting it? If they ſay the preſs is open; 
I an{wer that is inſufficient, becauſe the bulk of 
mankind are unable to give intelligence that way, 
through want of the means. 

Some may perhaps object that the allowing of 
many to {peak would create contention and oppoſi- 
tion; but they may as well ſay that becauſe ſome 
men get drunk, therefore no ale or wine ſhould be 
made tor the labourer, or the weak, or the flick. 
And indeed if that were a reaſonable objection, it 
might be urged againſt the preaching of the golpe] 
at all; for wherever it is received, there wlll be 
a fire kindled : not becauſe it is in itſelf unpeacea- 
ble, tumultuous and diſorderly, but becauſe it ne- 
ce Urily oppoſes ſin. So long as they are together 
there will be contention betwixt the ſeed of the; 
woman, and the feed on the ſerpent; and our "him 
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18 
nimſelf tells us that he . ſorward it. Ard 
fo the Apoſtle Paul lays, there will be berefics, or 
oppoſitions to the truth atnong you, by which 
means God will thew who are his: for he hati; pro- 
mited to give a ſpirit aid ftrength and wiſduni to 
his children, fuch as cannot be uverthrown. 

And indeed as the fellowthip of the wicked is 
enmity with God, and that evil communicatiuns cor- 
rupt the good; theretore whakgver helps or pro- 
miotes a ſeparat ion bet wixt the righteous and the 
unholy, is a thing to be detired and embraced the 
more even upon that account. 

Wnen Paul conmanded Timothy to commit 
that knowledge to others which he had imparted to 
him, he no more excludes fuch of the faithful as 
were not fo taught by hum or Timothy, rom preach» 
ing in the atjemblies of God's peopie; than our 
Lord excludes tne other Apoſtles, when he 1taid 
to Peter I will give thee the keys of heaven. And 
the electing of an emimently holy and expcrienced 
perſon, to a particular care or otfice in ihe church 
as bithop, elder, or deacon, does no more ſet alive 
the voice or preaching of the rett of the members; 


than the electing of a prefident in a committee upon 


any wortluly buſineis, does ſet aſide the judgment 
or verdict of the reſt of the committee. 

Tire Apoſtolic command in this nfatter is plain, 
and good, and reafonable: viz, that two or three 


may ipeak, one alter another, at cach time of 
* 0 : as. 63ꝗ3— 4 + * dem- 
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aſſembling; one having ended his diſcourſe be- 
Fore another begin, and every one behaving him- 
Telf decently and orderly. There is no compulſion 
to ſpeak, or to be ſilent. The whole church 
are to be judges of what is ſaid ; and if any mem- 
ber either in practice or doctrine hold any thing 
Which they judge to be heretical, or plainly 
and materially contrary to God's commands; 
after being twice admoniſhed by the biſhop or elder 
in the name of the church, if he then refuſe to 
put away that which offends, he is to be cut off 
from their ſociety ; and no doubt while he perſiſts 
in his error, he is to be deprived of the liberty of 
preaching amongſt them. Gal. 3, 12. Tit. $ 10. 
And now, brethren, being fully convinced that 
the cuſtom which 1 have been ſpeaking againſt, 
tends exceedingly to ſtop the growth of grace and 
knowledge in the body ot Chriit, and to keep it in 
weakneſs, darkneſs, and ignorance; and that it is 
plainly contrary to the word of God ; 1 therefore 
earneſtly intreat, and alſo warn every one of you, 
not to hold your peace concerning it, but to uſe 
your utmoſt endeavours that it may be abolithed - 
that ſo the candles which God lighteth may not be 
hid, but ſhine out for the guidance and comfort of 
all his people, and for a teſtimony againſt;the wick- 
ed. Remember, my brethren, that they who tuin 
many to righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the ſtars for 


ever. Strive tor that glory: The grace of 14. 
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Jeſus Chriſt be with all his faithtul, laboring ſer v= 
ants for ever. Amen. 


CHAPTER SIXT H. 


Of Baptiſm. 


TEXTS. 


7 1 baptize you with water, Which ſignifeth or 


«« typifieth outward reformation ; but the Meſſiah 
* ſhall burn up your luſts and earthly affections. 
And my carnal, typical baptiſm muſt decreaſe 
and paſs away, Or be aboliſhed; but his ſpiritu- 
„al, living baptiſm ſhall increaſe and continue for 
ever.“ Matt. iii. 1, 12. John iii. 30. 31. 

«« Tefus himſelf did not baptize with water,” 
John. iv. 2. 

«« John did indeed baptize with water, as a 

*« ſign of outward reformation ; but at the ſame 

* time he told his diſciples and hearers that when 


the Lord Jeſus ſhould begin his preaching | 


and public miniſtry, they ſhovl4 leave himſelf, 

and follow and obey Chriſt.” Acts. xix. 4—6. 

Though at my firſt coming among you I uſ- 

** ed water-haptiſm as a ſhadow or ſign, yet 

'* fince I ſee that you now think that ceremony to 
4 


Co 1 

be of Importance I thank God that I baptized 
* ſo few as 1 dil. For though Chriſt commande( 
* me to do and teach all tHngs ne-eſſary to 
*« ſalvation, yet he gave me no order to baptize, 
but rather to abſtain from all ſuch nſcleſs ca- 
** nal ordinances, which men are ſo apt to think 
«« neceſſary, and to lay ſtreſs upon; nd thereby 
© to flacken their diligence, and become remils, 
** eaſy, and lukewarm in the things which are 
holy, and neceſſary and ſelf-denying and prof- 
„ jitable.” 1 Cor. i. T4, 17, 22, 28. and ii. 2. 
For there is but one holy, neceſſary, ſaving 
ce baptiſm, which is ſpiritual. Eph. iv. 5. 1 Cor. 
ee xii. 13. and vi. 9. and ii. 19-16, nom. 8. 1, 9. 
% Matt. 3. 11. John 1. 33. and 3. 30. 
„ And as many as are baptized with this one 
only true and ſpiritual bantiſn, have got a new 
** and holy nature, and walk in the ways of truth, 
«« and zeal for God wherein Chriſt walked : which 
od righteous manner of life bringeth upon them 
„ the Croſs (or {ufferings) of. Chriſt ; that is ſelf- 
«« derfial and the contempt and reproach and hatr- 
ed and perſecution of the world: and it bringeth 
them alſo more love and grace and peace from 
% from God. rom. vi. 3 5. Gal. iit. 27. Col. ii. 
* 12. 2 Cor. v. 17, 18. 

«© S hriſtian baptiſm, is not the putting away 
r- the fiith of the body; that is, out ward waſhing 
7 or ſprinkling, or dipping ; but it conſiſts in hay- 


ing the conſcience cleanſed, and kept free from 
oifence 


— 
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„ wrong both to God and man; Which we aye 
„ evavled to do by the Spirit of God, given unto 
** us through the mer iation ard in:ercefiion of our 
% Lord Jeſus Chrise“ Pet. in. 1. 2. Hieb. vii. 
«4 25. Acts #Xills {+ 4 dam. AAu. 1. 
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When God commanded Moſes to make a ſets 


pent ot brais, and ict it on a pole, that the chiluren 


of Iſracl might ook upon it and be healed, no doubt 
it was their duty ſo to do: but Wken attcrwatids 
the time of its uſe was paſt and yet they kept and 
hunvured it as a lacied, 1eligious teich, Lien it 
was ceftainy tight id HeZekiah to deſtroy it. C2 
Kings X viii. . do the Lord qe ius being born un- 
dei ihe lw, Or Qurirg the centin dame of the 
Moſaic diipentation, Was circumciſed, and kept the 
the pailover and other te ſts &c. And even after 
Chriſt had aboliſhed that law of.arnal ſhadowy, 
rites and ordinances, we find that Paul ci:cumciC 
ed 1 imothy, tor the lake of ſone weak, tender, 


upright Jews whoſe minds were not yet tice from 
the prejulices of their educatien and former 


practice, [Acts Xvi. 1-3 1 Cor. x. .] But when 
ſome who were talſe brethren wanted to ecftabliſh 
circumciſion, and affiimed that t was ne ce ſſa ty to 
ſalvation ; then Paul wouid by no means conſent 
to it, nor ſuffer his companion Titus to be cir= 


K cumciſed 
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cumeiſed, when he Abe; 4 the Jews at 
Jeruſalem, the moſt bigotted place of all. Gal, ii 
15. Acts xv. t, 2. 

Now, my brethren, as it was with the braſen 
ſerpent, and with circumciſien, ſo is now become 


the caſe with that carnal, ſhadowy, outward or- 


dinance called baptiſm.——It is become an idol; 
drawing mens minds from the ſpirit and truth 
which it typified, to reſt in itſelf; or to attribute 
ſome virtue to it; and therefore it is now at leaſt 
full time to aboliſh and lay it afide. I ſay “ now 
at leaſt”, for it doth not appear to me that there 
was any obligation in ſcripture for the practice 
of it in any place after the goſpel or law of the 
Meſſiah (which it was preparatory to, and ordain- 
ed to give notice of) came to be heard and o- 
beyed. 

Its end, ss will as that of the moſaic diſpen- 
ation before it, was fully anſwered in preparing 
the way for, and in pointing out, and directing 
all men to follow and obey the Chriſt, the Lamb 
of God. [John i 25—37. and iii 28—36, and v. 
32, 33. Mala. 3. 1.] 

Objec. x. © Jeſus anſwered, verily, verily 
1 ſay unto thee, except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God,” John iii. 3.— It i very plain, 
| that the ſaying concerning water=baptiſm in this 
text, is not to be literally underſtood : for the 

apof- 


e 


e 
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apoſtle Paul ſays, [Rom. ii. 14, 15] “ that when 


the Gentiles which have not the outward law to 
walk by, yet do by nature the things contained 
therein, [Matt vii. 12.] they ſhall be juſtified or 
ſaved without the outward rites. Neither can we 
ſuppoſe that if water-baptiſm had been ſo very 
important, the ſame Apoſtle would have rejciced 
that he had baptized ſo few of the Corinthiaus» 
Lt Cor. i. 14- 17.1 | 

I therefore underſtand our Lord in the above 


* paſſage, either as conforming his ſpeech to the 
| : cuſtom of baptiſm at that time among the Jews ; 
1 or rather, meaning thereby an outward reforma- 
N tion of manners and practice, anſwerable to the 
| % inward, ſpiritual birth, or baptiſm of the ſpirit. 


For we know that our Saviour coptinually ſpake 
in figures or metaphors; even ſo much ſo, that 
we are told he did not preach in public without a“ 
parable; and we have alſo frequent inſtances of 
GS. that manner of expreſſiou to his diſciples as well 
as others, a8 This is my body”,—He that ſeeth 


me, ſeeth the Father.” .“ If I waſh thee not 
thou haſt no part in me: and 1 hereby give you 


4 an example to waſh one anothers feet even as I 
9 bave waſhed yours.”'-———© Whoſover keepeth 
, the commands of God, the (ame is my brother, 
and ſiſter, and mother.” ——* Woman, behold 
thy ſon. John, behold thy mother.“ Verily 
verily I ſay unto you, except ye eat the fleſh of 

K 2 the 
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the fon of man and drink his blood ye have ng 
life in you: — r my fl-hh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed Reſiſt not evil 
but Shoſbe ver ſhall ſmite thee on thy right cheek 
turn to him the other alſo. And if any man will 
ſue thee at the law and take away thy coat, let him 
Have thy cloak alſo And whoſeever ſhall com- 
Per! thee to go a mile. go with him twain.” 

Now ſeeine our Lord's diſcourſes and ſayings 
abound ſo much in figurative and myſterions ex- 
preſſi ons, we onght to be very car-fal in judzing 
of them, and matvrely weigh one ſcriptvre againſt 
another ; and endeavor to fing the meaning of 
his Gyings both by his own g-neral do ctrine and 
conduct and Iſo by the doctrine and practice of 
bie apoſtles, in their acts ard epiſtics, 

The Apoſtle Paul tells us exoreſely that there 
is but one nec ſſary baptiſm: and I do not know 


an dactrine inthe ſcriptures that is more clearly 


and expreſ}y -ſT:rted, than that of the baptiſm of 
the ſpirit, both in the old and new Teſtament : 
to prove which you mav find very many texts 
already quoted in this book, which I think it 
needleſs to repeat, Now then if there be only 


one needful, ſaving, holy, baptiſm ; and if there 


be certainly a baptiſm of the Spirit [which is alſo 
called regeneration, the new birth, a being born 
again, « being born of God, a being born of the 
Spirit, a receiving of the ſpirit, a being fille d bog 

c 


2 


e : 
* A 


t 


WQ ov a RI 


the ſpirit, a dwelling and abiding with the ſpirit, 


by being one Spirit with him.] I ſay if there be 


they continued to uſe it; 
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a being made partakers of the ſpirit, a being 
ſealed & ſanctified by the fpirit, a being made the 
ſons and heirs of God, and the members of Chriſt 


only one Godly baptiſm or waſhing; and if there 
be certainly a baptiſm or walhing or cleanſing of 
the ſpirit ; then there is no other baptiſm neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation, or pleaſing to God, than the 
baptiſm of the Spirit. 

And I am fully perſuaded that this 3 is the truth; 
becauſe the baptiſm of the Spirit will coneialy 
produce that outward reformation, or holy wal- 
king, typified in the ſcripturc by the having our 
bodies baptized or waſhed with clean water. 

Nbjec. 2. © Go ye and teach all nations; 
bapt:zing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the ſon, and of the holy Ghoſt” Matt. 28 19 

That is, Go ye and preach the goſpe! to both 
Jews and Gentiles ; bringing them into obedi- 
ence to the moral Jaw which Gad gave by his 
prophets in the old teſtament; and into obedience 
to the commands which he hath ſent by me; 
and into the poſſeſſion, and fellowſhip, and peace, 
and joy of the Holy Spirit. Acts a. 38. and 8, 
15—18 ard 19. 6. John 14. 12. 


If it be ſaid that the Apoſtles underſtood our 
Lord to mean water baptiſm in this text, and that 


- I anſwer that ſome of 
S424 them 
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them miſunderſtood him for ſometime after his 
aſcention, in other things elſo: /ARs x. 14. and 
Xi 1-3.) and all of them continued for a long time 
to obſerve the moſ«ic law of rites in co deſcention 


to the weak brethren Acts xx. 20—26. though | 


it was really finiſhed and aboliſhed at the death of 
Chriſt, in reſpect to every true ſpiritual chriſtian. 

But we ſee that though Paul did confo m tc 
circum-1ſon &c for the ſake of the weak brethren 
LI G. x. 1-23.) yet he knew th-t there was no 
neceſſity for it; and accordin. ly when ſome falſe 
brethren wanted to eftabliſh that law, he refuſed 
to circumciſe any more. [Gal. ii. 5. 

Ido not know any inſt tution in the goſpel that is 
commanded in a more particular and folemn manner 
Than that of waſhing one anothers feet; [John xiii. 
1—-17.] which yet is now laid aſide, as to the cere- 
monial or uſeleſs part of it, by moſt churches ; as 
well as anointing the ſick with oil, Indeed they 
act very right in ſo doing, but tt en the ſame reaſon 
will hold good for the aboliſhing of baptiſm; as 
being alſo uſeleſs, and even very pernicious and 
blaſphemous as practiced by ſ me. 

A to baptiim's leing mk or ſien of a chriſ- 
tian, that is a very poor reaſon. The true mark 
or characteriſti of 2 chriſtian, is the crols of 
Chriſt; [that is humiliry, ſelf-denial, uprightneſs, 
brotherlv-love, zca! for God, plain=dealing, truth 


cantempt of the world, &c,] which croſs he to is 
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carry about with him, nor only one day in his 
life, Cas people make a pubiic profeſſion of their 
religion by their ſubmiting to the ordinance of 
baptiſm ;J but he is to bear it with him continu- 
ally, every day of his life, and wherever he goes: 
and ſo conſpicuouſly that every one who knows 
him may be able to ſee it. LKZek ix. 4. Matt. v. 
14, 15. Rev. vii 3. 
I ſaid above that the ceremony of baptiſm as now 
practiſed by {ome is pernicious and blaſphemous: 
which accuſation I ground npon the expreſſions uſ- 
ed by the church of England in the utterly-un- 
ſcriptural ceremony of infant-baptiſm. For from 
a wrong conſtruction put upon our Lord's words, 
(Mark X. 13—16.] occaſion is there taken to ut» 
ter a dangerous and manifeſt lie. For though 
it is manifeſt to reflection and reaton, and 
on that account might appear not fo dan» 
gerous; yet becauſe people are apt or willing 
to receive any thing without reflection or reaſon= 
ing if it be agreable to their inclinations, as this 
is to out corrupt nature, becauſe it lulls us in car- 
nal eaſe and ſecurity, crying peace, peace, when 
there is no peace ; therefore it is dangerous. 

The doctrine 1 mean is contained in two or 
three paiſiges which affirm, that EVERY child 
undergoing this cetemony, is thereby truly and 
eftectually regenerated, or ſanCtified, or born a» 
gain of the Spirit of God: and eonſequently, that 
its natural evil and finful diſpoſition {which con- 


Is 
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fiſts of envy, pride, covetouſneſs, intemperance, 
diſobedience, luſt, idleneſs, perverſneſs. &c.] is 
now put off or done away; and a new heart and 
Holy nature given unto it. 

am perſuaded that in order to convince any 
honeſt, reaſonable perſon, of the falſity of this doc- 
trine, I need only refer them to the daily obſerva- 
tion of their own eyes and ears upon ſuch child- 
ren as have paſſed through this man-invented or- 
dinance, I call it an invention of mans, becauſe 
though the water-baptiſm of reaſonable perſons 
was lawfully uſed for a time, yet we have no 
ſoundation at all in Scripture for the waten-bap- 
tiſm of infants. This therefore is an human ad- 
dition to the word of God. And 1 earneſtly be- 
ſeech every ſincere, God-fearing, perſon ſeriouſly to 
conſider the coniequences of ſo doing. Deut. 12. 
32. Prov, 30. 6. Rev, 22-18. 

When our Lord ſays, that as little child. 
ren we muſt enter into the kingdom of God,” 
(Mark. 10. 14, 15.) he does not mean that child- 
ren ate naturaly innocent or free from fin; 
the ſcriptures aſſure us, that all men are conceiv- 
ed and born in a ſinful, polluted ftate ; and we al- 
fo knew by experience that as faſt as children grow 
up, they ſhew folly, perverſneſs, and wickedneſs. 
Therefore we underſtand that qualification of theirs 
which all muſt have who enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, to be obedience. (Matt 18. 1—4,) or 
a 
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à laving afide erroneous prineiples and practices, 
and ſubmitting ourſelves to the teaching and 
guidance of the truth. 


For if a righteous man exerciſes that authority 


which the werd of God commands, his child 


dares not diſobey him; Prov. 23, 15, and a3, 13 
14. 1 Tim. 3 4, 5- Tit r. 6. Eph. 6. 1.) and ſo 
it is with God's children; they © fear him whe 
can deſtroy both body and ſoul in hell, and there- 
fore they dare not break his commands (Job. ge 
27, 28. and 34, 31 PC 1. C7. 71. Lam. 3. 199 
20. Heb. 10. 30, 31. Prov. 9. 10.) We may be 
compared slſo to little children at our firſt 
entrence into the ſervice of God, upon acec unt 
of our ignorance of his ways, and our nitural 
averſion to walk in them, But as honor comes 
after humility, and reward follows obdience; 
and as when a child becomes a man he ſees that 
learning, which he once deſpiſed and hated is in» 
deed very good ; ſo in due time the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of God fhall be juſtified, and exceding- 


ly deſireable in the minds of all his perſevcring 


people. (PC. 119. 97. 103, la. 128 162. Prov. 
8, II. and xvi, 16, Matt, 11, ig. Jer 31+ 14, 25, 
Jobn 8 31, 32.) 

i pray God, my brethren, to keep you from 
the practice and profeſſion both of infant and 
adu't baptiſm, The former is utterly erroneous 


and unſcriptural ; and the latter is unneceſſary 
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and is now become an idol; even like Moſes's 
brazen ſerpent, which Hezekiah deſtroyed ; and 
like circumcifion, which Paul once practiced on 
Timothy, yet at another time ſo earneſtly war- 
ned the Galatians againſt. For though circumci- 
ſion is nothing, nor uncircumciſion any thing; 
and though there is no eſſential merit either in 
being baptiſed, or in remaining unbaptized ; yet 
when people make an idol of theſe things, by 
reſting upon them, and accounting them import- 
ant or neceſſary to ſalvation, then it is neceſſary 
and even meritorious for God's faithful people to 
aboliſh, and bear a teſtimony againſt them. 
Gal. 5. 1, 2. Amos F. 21—24- and 6. 5. If. 1 11-14. 
and 66. 3. Jer. 6. 20. Mic. 6. 6-8. Deut. Io. 16, 
Joel . 13. Hos. 6 6. Pſ{51. 6. 16, 17. Matt. 12. 7 
and 18. 25 2. Heb. 10. —9. and 9. 10. f 
For types and ſhe adows and carnal ceremonies 


are not binding upon a chriſtian who hath arrived 


at the ſubſtance. 1 Tim. 1. 9 


CHAP, 


{ ng }] 
CHAPTER VII. 


Of the Chriſtian Sabbath, and houſe of God. 


TEXTS. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, I hate your ſabbaths, 
** and your meetings, and your religious aſſeabli- 
% es: they are even a grief to me, | am weary of 


them. For though ye meet together continu- 


% ally, and ſeem to take a delight in coming to 
© the church, and in ſeeking the ways of truth; 
as if ye lived righteouſly, and kept my com- 
e mandments: yet all this is emptineſs, vanity, 


5 deceit, and hes. For though you fing and pray 


and preach and hear; and expreſs much love to 
*© me with your tongues; yet your hearts and 
your actions cleaveth faſt to your pride and 
your appetite, and your idlenefs, and your mo- 
5 ny. I ſeek no wicked worſhipers ; neither have 
any delight in the hymns or prayers of ſuch ; 
** nor will 1 give them an anſwer of peace. It ye 
« will pleaſe me, act faithfully and honeſtly in all 
*«« yourdealings : ſeek out and help ſuch as deſerve 
« your aſſiſtance: and put away from your perſons 
« and houſes whatſoever is uſeleſs, corrupting, 
„ proud, and extravagant. Then meet often to- 
«« gether to teach, and to hear, and to comfort 
«« and ſupport one another, and I will ive you a 
«« gracious anſwer, and fatisfy you with my good 


ness.“ [If, i. 1220, and lvi. 10—12. and 
* Iviti. 


[ 20 J 


38. 1=rex, Ezek. 33. 31, 32. Amos. g. 21—24. 


„% Micah. 3. Tr. and 6. 8. Mal. 3 16. 18. 
( Jeſus ſaid unto them, the outward ſabbath 
which God commended you at mount Sinai, was 


a type or ſhadow of a ſpiritual ſabbath: and ma- 
ny of your Fathers who were ſpiritual, holy 


«« men, ſet aſide or diſpenced with the keepiug of 
** that day even in old times ard yet were not 
«« acconnted tranſgre ſlors upon that account. but 
« Jam gester, and nearer to God then any of 


% your fathers, and therefore if they might ule 
© that day as they had need, certainly I may do 
% much more ſo. And I give my people leave to 
« do any thing that is good and neceſſary, as well 
© on the ſabbath as on any other day. For the 
*« ſabbath was inſtituted for the eaſe and benefit 


of good men, and not for a bondaye or burd- 


den to them.“ Matt. 12. 1— 13. Mark. 2. 23. 
« —28. Luke, 6. 1— to, 

« Brethren, I am much grieved for you ; be- 
<* cauſe ye keep particular times, and days. and 


„ months, and eſteem one to be holier or better 


than another,. — 1 beſeech you to put away 
e theſe carnal, fooliſh imaginations.” Gal. 4. g 
4 2. 

« The Moſaic ſabbath or reſt, on the ſeventh 
or Jaſt day of the week, was a type of that 
ccc everlaſting reſt from ſelf and fin which the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath given to his vpriobr, 
| e« fpititual 
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4 ce ſpiritual, obedient people: and which they en- 
deter into in this life. Let none of you there- 


| 
« fore, condemn or cenſure his brother upon 
& accouut of his not keeping the ſabbath of Sinai”? 
c & Col. 2. 14, 23. Heb. 4. 3-——10. and 13. 18. 
t 24 
DOCTRINE. 
: By the command to refrain from work upon 4 
Y the ſeventh, or laſt day in the week, God ſha& ih 
y ou ed to his pevple that reſt of which Paul ſpeaks | 
1 Heb. 4, to He it is, and he only, that keeps | 1 
£ the ſabhath=day © in ſpirit and in truth,” (that 'q 
t is, according to the will of God,) who hath given of 
E himſelf wholly unto Ged; and governs himſelf 1 
3. in all things, and at all times, according to his {| ' 
knowledge and ability, by his word. (t Cor. 13 iÞ 
e· 17 ] |; 
4 The goſpel-ſabbath, or day of reſt, my breth- 9 ; 
A ren, does not conſiſt in a ceſſation, or leaving off x 
* our own natural, ſinful defires and purſuits on . | 
ONE DAY IN SEVEN; but it is a continual 1 
: 7 ſtate of ſelf-denlal, holineſs, and ſerving of God 1 
„ EVERY DAY OF OUR LIVES: untill we be 1 
* wholly ſanctiſi ed, body, ſoul, and ſpirit, And or 
be duty to meet together on one particular day of 
3 the week, is not becauſe of any particular holi- 
12] neſi in that day, but that the whole body af 
I. Clift! 


c 1 2 


Chriſt may be comforted, and ſtrengthe red & 
edefied together. Even a+ when each fingle meme 
ber ſtrengthens his body by rating food at the 
appointed times ; or edefics his mind by reading, 
praying, or converſing the holineſs ard bene- 
fit in either caſe is not in the TIME, but in 
the WORK DONE, 

Yet it is goed for the vnited people of God 
to have ſet or appointed times of meeting to- 
gether, and to keep them in a reverent, orderly 
manner; and nt as many profeſſors, who inſtead 
being there a quarter of an hour before the time 
appointed for begining to read, or ſpezk, ſeldom 
come till the ſervice (as it is called) is begun. 

But though it is good inwthe fight of God and 
alſo the indiſpenſabls duty of them who are unit- 
ed in faith, frequently to aſſemble themſelves 
together to bear a public teſtimony ; that God 
may be glorified, themſelves edefied, and others 
converted; yet, my brethren, I beſeech you al- 
ways to remember that God dwelleth not in 
meeting-Houſes or churches built by man, [ Acts. 
7. 48. ard 17. 24] a many preachers would have 
us befieve: for when they are in their pulpits on 
2 Sunday, we hear them eontinvally ſpeaking a- 
bout © this his day,” and, “ this his houſe.” 
My beloved, this is a blind, enſnariog, carval 
way of ſpeaking ; and tends to deceive men, 4 

| | bj 
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hide the true ſabbath, and the real houſe of God 


. from their minds and unde rſtapdings 
. What houſe will ye build for me? ſaith the 
5 | „ Lord, or where is a place for my reſt ?=-With 


«« this man will 1 dweil, even with bim that is 
„ poor and of a contrite Spirit, and that tremb- 
«« jeth at my word. (II. . 1, ] 

God had promiſed Sol man {1 Kings. 9. 3.1 
that he would accept the prayers and offerings 
made in the the temple at Jeruſalem. and com- 
manded the Jews to bring their {acrifices & gitts 
to his pricſts there. NOW the carnal or unwiſe 
among them, kept the command no farther tian 
by worſhiping at theearihly houſe which Solom- 
an had built; but herein they ſtopped ſhort; that 
being only a type of the tiue habitation of Gods 
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2 For the ical houſe of God, my bretn.ers is that 
O. | which be himſclt hath mide: Wich inthe ti R 
; * and higheit degree, is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
| 2 in the n«&! place all his brethren or living mem- 
| — bers, according to their meaſure: even the juſt 
8 and merciful people who tremble at the voice 
Kt of Gcd in their conſcience, and dare not vio ate 
| =? it: but ſerve him in ſincerity according their knows 
; 2 ledge and ability. 
5 Ys So ſays Faul, “ ye are God's building,“ and, 


x again, your bodies are the members of Chriſt, 

TY, and the temple ot the living God” (1 Cor. 3. 9, 

2 16 and 6. 5 19 2 Cor b. 66. 1 Pet. 2. ; Exck. 37 
7 26, 27 Jer. 31. 34, and 32. 7 „ and 33, 8. 2 
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11. 62. 1—3.] So our Lord tells us that they who 
receive or give to his diſciples, in the name of dif- 
Ciples, [that is, becauſe they keep his command- 
ments, or are good men] receive or give to him, 
and to his Father. 
By the above text CIſ. 66. 1. 2,] therefore, we 
are taught that it is not merely our often going 
to a building made by man, and there hearing one 
preach, or joimng ourſelves in ſongs and prayers, 
that is ſcripturally and truly to worſhip at God's 
holy houſe or temple,and the way to get a bleſſing: 
no, my brethren, ſeek out his poor and needy, 
even them them that fear him and keep his com- 
mandments; that is, are humble, hone it, mercitul, 
kind, doing good to all as they have opportunity, 
[either by afſiſtanse, counſel, reproot or correcti= 
on] but eſpecially to good men, induſtrious, ſober 
quiet, temperate, keepers at home, living accord- 
ing to their circumKances, conſtant frequenters of 
that church or meeting to which they have joined 
themiclves : 1 ſay ſeek out ſuch as theſe, and 
there ſhew' your love in deeds, according to your 
ability, ard their neceflity : “ and let there be 
meat in theſe houſes of God.“ (Mal. 3. 10. Matt. 
25. 84—40.] For this is“ the place where be 
has recorded his name,” and according to his pro- 
miſe he will there meet with you, and Uleſs you, 
Indeed the chief, if not only benefit of going 
to a church or meeting is, that we may there 


meet the living n of God, or endeavour 
make 


ifs 


1 


make ſuch : and that by comforting, or edifying, 
or ſtrengthening them [by our preſence, or words 
or alms)] we may pet 4 bleſſing to ourſelves» 

O my brethren, ſeeing the moſt high God, our 
maker and preſerver, hath expreſſed himſelf ſo very 
affe ctionately concerning his faithful people, how 
ought you and 1 to ſtudy to ſerve and ſhew our 
love to tem: even though they be deſpiſed in the 

world, and locked upon as worthleſs, mean, and 
contemptable !Zeph. 2. 17. Heb. 1. 36—3 

Some may perhaps think, that becauſe the com- 
mand concerning thc {abbath was inſerted in the 
tro tables of the ten commandments, that there- 


| ſore it is of more authority than the reſt of the 


ritual Moſaic law, but it is not ſo: for when it is 
ſaid that God ſpake them wo.ds, and added no 
more; [Deut 5 22 the neaning is either that he 
added no more at that time, or elſe that all nece 
ſary, moral obedience may be gathered out of that 
law. But every other command which God ſent 
by Moſes and the prophe!s, or our Lord ind the 
Apoſtles, is of equal authority with the law of the 
ten comm endments : ard accordingly when our 
Lord was aſked which was the great or moſt 
comprehenſive commandment, [Matt. 2. 36-40. 
he did not refer to the tuo tables immediatly, but 
to a word which God ſpake afterwards by Moles 
[Deur. 6. 5. Levit. 19. 18 
As our Savior ſaid formerly to the Jewes John. 
7. 19-] ſo may 1 1 ſay to * in this day, 


1 * u 


Cc 126 3 


: * Moſes brought you a command to oblerve in 
ſuch a manner the ſeventh day, but every one of 
you breaketh that command : why therefore do 
ye cenſure and perſecute me for not keeping the 
outward, carnal, typical part thereof?“ or 
beſides that chriſtians have changed the keeping of 
the ſeventh to the firſt day of the week, which of 
itſelf is an utter breach and annulling of the lit- 
te ral or outward part of that commandment. [Deut 
4 2- and 12. 32, and 13, I——x, Levit. 10, 1 
3. 21]Chror, 13. 9, 10. and & 12-14. Pſ. 119. 144 
Matt. 5. 19. Ja. 2. 10, Rev. 22. 18——19.] J 
ſay beſides the total ſetting aſide of the letter of 
the fourth-command, by ſubſtituting another day 
inſtead of that which Ggd appointed: yet even in 
| the obſervation of this firſt day, no perſon keep» 
eth it according to the letter of the fourth com- 
. r. andment: [Deut. v. 12-14.] which yet would be 
the indiſpenſable duty of every chriſtian, if the 
literal was alſo the true and ſpiritual meaning 
thereof, | 
To conclude this chapter, let no man, my 
brethren, perſuade you that it is offenſive to the 
law of God, to do any thing that is good and ne- 
ceſſary upon a ſunday. I honour that day 
as a good inſtitution of man, for the ſake of them 
who have real noed of reſt or refpite thereon. 
Abd I alſo make that day a particular time 
bor communicating that good to others, either be 
tne 
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the body or ſoul, which God hath given to me, 
[1 Cor. 16. 2.] | 

If the command concerning the ſabbath-day 
had been literally or outwardly meant, I am per 
ſuaded that the Apoſtles would not have changed 
their meetings from the ſeventh to the firſt day 
in the week. For neither they nor the Lord Jeſus 
ever diſannulled he leaſt tittle of the moral, ever- 
laſting law of God, PC. 119. 144. Luke, 16+ 17. 

May the giver of all good, even the God and 
Father of our Jeſus Chriſt, ſpeedily bring you and 
J into the happy poſſeſſion of the true ſabbath, 
and into the communien of his faithful people. 
Amen, 


CHAPTER vVIIL 


Of The Lord's Supper. 


F 


4 Then Jeſus ſaid unto them, verily, I ſay 
„ unto you, except ye eat the fleſh of the ſon of 
& man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in 
% you. Whoſvever eateth my fleſh, and drink- 
« eth my blood, is in poſſeſſion of eternal life, 
« and ſhall not periſh. For whoſo'eateth my flefk, 
and drinketh my blood dwelleth in me, and 1 in 
© him+ As the living Father hath ſent_me, and 
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« I live by the Father; fo, he that eateth me; 
© even he ſhall live by me.” John 6. 33-37. 

„ I was taught by the Lord, that which I 
«« taught you; That the Lord Jeſus, the ſame 
ce night in which he was betrayed, took bread: and 
* when he had given thanks, he divided it among 
« them, ſaying, take and eat: this is my body 
„ which is broken for yon. So do ye alſo after 
© my example, After the ſame manner alſo he 
e took the cup, when he had ſupped, ſaying this 
« drink is my legacy, which I have purchaſed 
% for you at the expence of my life: in this al- 
© fo follow ye my example.“ 1 Cor. 11.23—25. 
% Matt, 26. 26—28, Mark 14, 22—24, Luke 22, 


4 14—20, 2 Tim. 2. 16. 1 John 3 16, Ads 20. 
« 28 John, Is, 12, 13. and 21. 15-17 Col 1, 24 


55 Though it may be needleſs to ſpend rime in 
proving to a proteſtant reader, that ** fleſh and 
blood“ in the above texts, are not to he literally. 
but figuratively underſtood; yet as this book may 


baply, by the kind providence of God, fall into the 


hands of ſome of his honeſt-hearted, ſincere ſeek- 


ert among the Roman=catholicks ; therefore I will 


for their ſakes, mention an argument or two te 
ſhew the unreafbnableneſs and falſhood of the doc- 
wine of tranſubſtantiation, or the perſonal _— 
0 
* 
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ef our Lord jeſus Chriſt, under the forms of bread | 
and wine, in the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, 
ſo called. 

I believe the cnly paſſages of ſcripture which 
can be brought in ſupport of tbis doctrine, are thoſe } 
which I have quoted above; the ſum of which may 
be comprized in theſe words,“ Jefns ſaid, my fleth 
is meat indeed, ard my blood is drink indeed ; and 
whoſoever eateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood 
hath everlaſting life: and whoſo doth not eat me, 
hath no life in him.“ and again,“ take, eat: this 
is my body Now as it is not poſſible that any 
ſenlible perſon, after due contideration, can hold 
the fir ſt text ( Iohn 6 ] in a litteral ſenſe; and ſe- 
ing allo that the eXpreſlions in that text are full 
as ſtrong as thoſe which he uſed at the laſt ſupper, 


What reaſon is there why aͤne patſage ſhould not 


be bgurative or ſpiritual as well as the other? 
In the fame metaphorical manner of ſpeaking 


David ſays | Pf. xXvii.2 J ** when mine enemies 


came upon me to eat up my fleth, they ſt umbled 
and fell”, but docs any one think from this that 
Saul or Abſalom &c were canibals ? No, it is a 
figure of ſpeech giving us to underitand that they 
ſought to wrong him, either of his ſubſtance or ef 
his life. 
The fame metaphorical manner of ſpeaking our 
Lord made uſe of on other occaſions; “ deſtroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raiſe it again. 


"0 Wholo believeth on, or obeyeth me, out of his 
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belly men flow rivers of living water.” “ Where- 
ſocver the carkaſe is, there will the eagles be. '” 
« Take no theught for tomorrow,” © If thy 
hand offend thes, cut it off : and if thy eye of- 
fend thee pluck it out“ &c, &c- | 

And here ſuffer me to remind you, that this 
myſterious and hidden manner of ſpeaking, which 
is uſed in numberleſs places both in the old and 
new teſtament ; loudly tells us the ueceſſity of 
drawing near to God, by an upright holy life and 


converſation, that we may be taught by him“ 
to judge of things truly and juſtly, and not mere- 


ly according ts the firſt or outward appearance 


of them.” And the ſcriptures do teſtify that many 
of the things of God are delivered in parab'es 
or dark ſayings, that the wicked who are not 
faithful to the light which they already have, but 
walk or live contrary to the eonviction of their 
own conſcience; may not underſtand them [Matt 


13. g=15 Mark 4. 1. 12, Acts 28. 26. 27. Rom 


11. 8-10, ] 

For to every men a measure of light is given; 
and te him that maketh a good uſe of that which 
he already hath, more ſhall be given; but from 
the unprofiting ſhall be taken away even that 
which he had, (Matt. 25, 1430. John 7+ 17)But 
to return ſrom this digrefſion . 

The doctrine of Chriſt's perſonal preſence un. 


der the form of bread and wine, in that blaſe 
phemous 
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mous, abſurd ceremony, called the facrament 
of the altar; is not only without any reaſonable 
foundation in ſcripture, but it is alſo expieſsly 
contrary both to the old and new teſtaments 
David ſpeaking of the Meſſiah ſays, ** God will 
[ay unto him him after his aſcenſion, reit thou 
with me in peace and glory, vntillI ſubdue thine 
enemies, and make them ſubmit to thee.” rf, 110 
1-3. And throvghout the goſpel we read, that 
« Chriſt dyed once for all ; ——that by that one 
offering he made ſufficient atonement for all 
them that ſhall ever obey him ;—that being now 
raiſed from the dead, he ſuffereth or dyeth no 
more; but is for ever entered into the peace 
and glory of God, and ever-liveth in his preſens 
ce. — that he dwelleth in heaven untill the refs 
titution of all things; —and that as his firſt com» 
ing was in a mean, poor, deſpiſed ſtate; laden 
with the fins of others; ſo his ſecond coming 
ſhall be in glory, and majeſty, and power, and 
dominion for the ſalvation of nis people, and the 
deſtruction of the wicked.” | 

Indeed upon a ſerious review of the doctrine 
of the boſt or euchariſt it appears ſo horridly im- 
pious and blaſphemous, as makes one even mud 


1 der to ſpeak of it !\—Firlt, that a created being, 


a man, the man Chriſt Jeſus, is the ſupremeGod: 


- ſecondly, that he hath but one proper bedy, 


It * ten thouſand wicked men haye power to 
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bring 
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bring down from heaven, and change into bread | 
and wine when they pleaſe; and thirdly, that 
this very body which hung upon a croſs on mount 
Calvary, and they ſay includes the Almighty 
Maker, Preſerver, and Ruler, of heaven and 
earth; I ſay to imagine that they have power 
daily to divide this body, or the Almighty Eter- 
nal God, in ten thouſand different places at the 
ſame time, and to give Him to be eaten by « 
million of wicked people; ſuc'1 doctrine makes 
makes me tremble to mention it! 

$o far, brethren, is the meſt high ard holy 
God from having put himſelf unto the power of 
wicked, reprobate men, ſuch as many prieſts are 
known to be who thus pretend (with dread and 
horror andfear I ſpeak it!) to break him in pieces; 


I ſay ſo far from his continually undergoing f 1 
q : transformations at the will of the vile worm, 
! man; the ſcriptures aſſure us that He continues nn 


; 
| ever bleſſed and unchangeable ; the ſame yeſterday 
4 to-day, and for ever; that with Him is fulneſs of 
f joy, without begining, intermiſſion, or end; and 
that we were created, and continue to exiſt for 
His pleaſure, and not He for ours ; that He ab- 
horeth uncleanneſs, and hath no fellowſhip or 
ſociety with wicked men, but is angry with them 
every day. | 
| Neither will He give His beloved fon the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, into the hands of the wick- 
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ed any more; for Chriſt being raiſed from the dead 
dyeth no more; death hath no more dominion 
over him; but he is entered into everlaſting reſt 
and joy in the preſence of God.—And in the name 
of G Almighty, and ol His ever-holy fon, our 
Savior, j earneſtly warn every one concerned, there- 
in, to ſeparate themſelves without delay from 
the fellowfhip cf that wicked, idolatrous, blaſp- 
hemous jrofeflion the doctrine of the euchariſt, 
or real preſence of God, or his Son under the forms 
of bread ard wine. Heb. 10. 12. 

Having thus proved the falſity of the doctrine 
of tranſubſtantiat ion, the queſtion that remains is 
what then is the meaning which lies conched or 
hidden under theie myſterious words, “ fleſh and 
blood”) - — No under theſe ſimilitudes we fee 
theſe things: fit, in our Lords public preaching 
(John 6.) by ** eating his fl-th,” a receiving the 
lame pure and holy natute or ipitit which was in 
him Secondly, in his private diſcourſe to his diſci- 
ples at the luſt ſupper, by ©* eating his body', is 
not only underiito}vd uving after his example, or 


walking as he walked : but allo the giving and re 


cciving of outward or b«dily food, which he at 
that time provided for, and gave ro them: and in 


the type or ſhaduw of the ca, or drink, 1 ſee, as * 


above, his holy nature or {pirit: which he received 
ol bis Father to beſtow upon them that receive or 


obry hem: having firſt laid down his life for their 
pat ſins, in order to ql them for the receivin 
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of that ęift, Becauſe that where fin has been 
obeyed and followed, there is no reconciliation or 
Frvour with God, without ſuffering or ſheding of 
blood, = 

I teftify nnto you my brethren, that the cer-m- 
ony commonly caljed the Lord's ſupper, as it is 
New generally ob erved both among papiſts and 
and proteftants. is an i«/olatrous thing, and abom- 
 inable in the ſight of God. The ſupper which our 
Lord jeſus Chriſt made for his diſciples at the 
time of the priſover, was not a mortſel of bread as 
it were to ſharpen the appetite : but it was a 
ſatisfying. body-ſtrengthening repaſt: and his 
command to his apoſtles and alſo to his people to 
the end of the world, is, that they ſhould thug 
ſupport and help one another. 

Upon a ſerious cor ſidcration of i Cor. 1 it 
appears to me, tha: when the Corinthians preten- 
ed to commemorate the Lord's ſupper, every one 
brought his own meat with him to the place of 
meeting, and ate it ſeparately : and that ſome- 
times even without waitin: til: the whole company 
were come: he therefore tells them that this 
was not following Chriſt's ex ample, for that 
they might as well eat it at home, ad nor ſhame 
the poor among them, who were not able to bring 
ſuch good food, nor even a ſuffi ien. auantity to 
ſatisfy nature. And by the words *© if any man 
hunger, tet him eat at home, [ver: 3i-] 1 under- 
Rand, either a command that they ſhould —5 
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ſome refreſhment before they came to the meeting 
rather than cone ſo hungry as not to be able to 
wait decently and orderly till ali the brethren carre 
or otherwiſe, [and which is indeed ore real and 

indiſpenlable part of our Lord's commands) 1 ſup- 
poſe that Paul in theſe words, taught them to 

communicate at this me-ting in this world's good, 
and ſupply each others wants that he who had 

gathered much might have nothing over, nor he 

that had gatheied little, any lack” 5 but that 

every member might have meat at home» 

More clearly to convey my idea of the means 
ing ot this ordinance,jl will give a paraphraſe upon 
part of I Cor. ir, | | : 

«« ver* 20, Yet meet together under a fretence 
of commemorati g the Lord's ſupper, but ye 
*« miſtak« that ordinance greatly: and your prac- 
1% tice is far from the intent of it. 

ver. 21. For ye eat every one his own ſup- 
„ per ſeparately; and fo }e bat hath plenty of 
* this norlYs good; fills himfelſ; but his brother 
** who1s poor, rem.ineth unlatisficd and hungry. 

ver. 2. therefore if ye cat your meat in 
this untving manner, ye had better cat it at 
home; and not ſh me your poor brethren wha 
** cannot bring o much or ſo good a+ yourſelves. 
Le act very far from our Lord's meaqirg in thig 
matter. | 

* 23. For I was taught by him, even as 1 dev 
** hvered to you; that the Lord Jeius juſt before 

M 2 * 
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* he was to ſuffer and leave his diſciples, made 
„ them a feaſt: [lohn 13.1 | 
„ver. 24, And after he had given thanks to God 
« for the blefling, when he was dividing the bread 
% among them, he ſaid, take eat, it is what my 
« Father hath given we, and I free.y give it to 
« you do ye elfo the ſame to one another after 
„% my example, 
«© ver. 2, In the ſame manner alſo after ſup- 
« per he took the cup, ſaying, drink this as a 
« ſymbol of a new. holy, comforting, and abiding 
4% ſpitit which you will receive from God by 
© means of my death: [Juhn 14 26. and 16, 7 
% do pe alſo labour and give yourſclves up, as 
« means in the hand of God, for the ſpiritual 
| « comfort and edification of your brethren. {John 
4 x5. 12. and 21. 1517-] 
« yer. 26. Cherefore, as often as ye thus ſpend 
« your wealth or ſtrength(t John 3. 16.) in nour 
E iſhing each other with bodily or ſpiritual food, 
e ye do ſhew or hold forth an image of the bui- 
ce den and ſufferings of the Lord Jeſus (2 Tim. 
| 6 jj, 10-12. 2 Cor. 4. E—11. Gal. 6. 2.) 
| © ver. 27, And whoſoever ſhall wrong the 
cc church or people of Chriſt, by joining them or 
cc receiving ſupport from them in an bypocritical, 
cc deceitful manner, under faiſe pretcnces; ſuch 


are guilty of ſacrilege, or . ihe 
or 
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Tord. (Zech. 2. 8 Matt. 12, 50, rnd 25. 47 
* 45-} > | 

« yer, 28. Therefore let a man ſearch and ex- 
et amine himſelf, and having found an vpright, 
« ſincere heart (Luke. fs 15.) and a full determin- 
© ation to ſerve God in all things acccording to 
« his knowledge and power; then let him join 
« to, or if need be receive ovtward ſupport and 
« help from the body of Chrif. 

cc ver. 29. For he that joineth himſelf or re- 
„ ceiveth in hypocriſy, or deceit, or guilt, doth 
« it to his own ſorrow ; (Acts. 1—11.) net knows 
ing or reverencing the holmeſ, omniſeience, 
« and power of God, whom he ſo mocketh and 
„ attempieth to over=reach in his peaple.“ 

Will ye therefore, my brethren,commemarate 
the Lord's ſupper in deed and in truth ? then 
break that brezd which God hath given von, 
? either for the body or ſoul, or both, to them that 
1 fear God and keep his commandments : every one 
43 more particulary comforting. aſſiſting. taking care 
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of, and ſupporting the members of their own ſoci- 
ety :; who are joined with them in a profeſſion of 
the ſame do trine, as well as in upright practice: 
and moreover to ſhew their love and ſervice to 
to every one, according to that degree of good- 
g nefs, and zeal, & honeſty, and ſelſ-denial, and aſe» 
| falneſ which they ſee in them: counting them wor- 
: ! thy of the greateſt honor, eſteem and 1ewaid who 
M 3 walk 
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walk cloſeſt to the ſteps or example of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt : (Pil. 2. 29, 30. 2 Tim, 5. 17, 18. fr 
Gal. 6. 6. Acts 20. 33—=35) and in ſo doing. may 77 
the holy, living, powerful, free ſpirit of God be * 
be your reward for ever. Amen. w 
CHAPTER X. =. 
a 
| 4 t 
Containing Sundry Scriptural Propoſitions | © 
Concerning Prayer, 1 
8 G ſ 
£ 
Prop. 1 God Almighty, even the Father of Y 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is the only Being to whom 
the faithful ought to pray: and if they addreſs a 
their prayers to any other, they act contrary n 
to our Lord's expreſs command ; and contrary 1 
allo to the commands and example of his Apoſtles. | 1 
(Matt. 6 6-1 5 and 7. 11 John. 4 23, and 16. 22. : a 
Acts 4. 24— 20 and 12. 3. Phil 4 6. Rom. rs. 30 5 ] 
Eph. i 16, 17. and 3. 14. and 3j. 20 Col. 2, 18, Ja 2 1 
1. 7. t Pet i. 17. 1 John 3. 21—23. Luke 1. P 
2—13˙) 8 " = 
2. In a multitude of words there is great dan- 1 . 
ger of erring; and alſo ſeemeth a want of re- £ 
yerence : therefore when we approach unto God in 15 : 


raver it greatly beho veth us to conſider the in- 
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finite diſtance which there is betwixt His holi- 
neſs, and wiſdom, and power; and our ſinfulneſs 
and ignorance, and weakneſs ; and to let our 
words be few. (Prov. 10 19 Eccles 5. 1, 21 

3 The world thinketh to pleaſe God and get 
an anſwerof peace from Him by the importunity, 
and urgency, and length of their prayers; and 
they love to pray openly, in their meetings and 


other public places; but when thou haſt need to 
pray let it be in ſecret, betwixt God and thy-] 


ſelf; and let thy words be few, and reverent,” 
and without idle repetitions. (Matt. 6. 5—98, and 
26, 39=144+ Luke, 18 13. and 20 46, 47.) 
4+ If any man be a faithful ſervant of God 
and keep His commandments, let him pray in his 
need, and God will ſurely help him. (P.. 50. 14 
156. and 33% 16—20. and 34. —22. and 3% 37. 
Prov. 15+ 8, 9. If, 38. and 1. 16-20 and 43 26. 
and 58.6—11. and 64, 5. and 65. 24» Hos. 2. 21 
Joel 2, 12-20. Dan, 9. 19=23, Mic. 6. 6—8. Hag 
1* 4-11+ Zech. S. 11%. and 12. 6=10, Mal. 3. 10 
Matt. 7, 7—-12- and 18-20. and 21. 22. John 9 3t, 
and 16. 24» Rome o- 13+ Phil 4» 6,19. t Theſs 
5+ 23, 24. 1 Tim. 2. 8. John 4, 20. 23. Je. 1. 
5—7- and . 1320 1 Pet, 3-12. and 3. 7. 1 John 


J. 22» and 5 1416. Matt. 17. 28. Heb. 13 18. 2: 


Pet 1 3, 4. Heb. 13. 18+ 2. Pet. 3, 4+ Heb 10. 
339. If. 48.19. | 


s An 
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+, An ebſtinate, or wilfully diſobedient, wick» 
ed perſon hath no right to pray for the peace God: 
neither to be fo prayed for by God's faithful peo» 
ple, 8 | | 

1 Sim, 28, 15-19, PC, 70. 1h, 17, Prov 1. 8 
and 21. 27. I. I” Jer 70 16. and 11. 14. and 
10. tr, t 2, and 15, 1. £20k, 14, 2-20. H b. 10. 
6, John 17,9, t chr. 16, 22. l. 2. 9. and 38 -f 
Acts 5. t-, 2 John to, . and 1 John 5. 15, 
Zech. 7. 19. 1 1, 6, 7 Mark 6. 5, 6. and 9. 
2% 24. Matt, 7 213. John 9. 3's Gal 5 1:—2t 
Eph. 7. 3- 4. Matt 12. 31, 32. Zech. 14. 16-10. 

6, Ry the following texts we learn that wo- 
ſever prayeth to, or calleth upen God ; or be- 
lieveth in Chriſt hall be ſaved: Matt 7. 8, Loke 
11 10, Rom, 10 12. [. 1. . P 10%. 2330 and 
145. 9, 14, 10. Mark 11, 24 John 3, 18, and 117 
25 John 4 2 and and 5,1. but the ſeriptures 
cited in the laſt propoſition teach vs. that no pers 
ſon who lives in known fin is ſaved. either here 
or heresfter. | | EEE 

Naw then, as many wicked perſons do beth 
pray to God, ard alfo confeſs end believe in the 
coming. of the Lord Jetus (I. 1. 0-1. Matt. 
7- 22. 20.) therefore we ſee from hence, that 
true, ſeripturel, Gving. prayer, and faith, doth 
pot confiſt eicher in words or thoughts; but in 
a ſteady courſe of univerſal welledoing, or a Pfe 
of active righteouſneſs: which includes in it 300 

veceſſary 
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neceſſary vocal and mental petitions to God, and 
an aſſent to or belief of the docirines (where re- 
veaied) of the atonement and ſalvation of our 
Lord J*ſus Chriſt :. accordiug to the ſcriptures 
cited in the fourth propoſition. - 

7- Some many perhaps urge the relation 
which is given concerning Stephen. (Acts. 7. 39) 
a3 au argument againſt my firſt propoſition. In 
anſwer to this I ſay, firſt, lam well informed the 
word © God” is not in that text in the original 
language, but only © Lordi” and ſecond!y, I an» 
ſwer, that the expieffion “ calling rpon” in this 
paſſage, (as alſo Acts 2. 21. Rom. 10 13, &c.) Is 
not of an active, but of a pafhve ſignification; 
being the ſame as having the name of the Lord 
named, or called upon us ; that is, being called 
good men, or keepers of God's com mandments. 
( Dan. g 9. Amos 9. 12. Ads 15. 17) 

In the new teſtament, „calling upon the name 
of the Lord, in general ſignifies the beirg a 
chriſtian, or callng Chriſt our Lord and Maſter, 
and obeying him ; (as John 13. 13,) and ſo his 
calling upon the Lord, and ſaying * Lord Jeſus 
receive my ſpirit” may be underſtood as owning 
Jeſus to be his Lord, and profeſſing himſelf a 
chriſtian ; even in the face of his maſter's moſt 
bitter enemies, and at the loſs of his own life, 

8, Perhaps alſo our Lord's eommand Matt, g, 


44 may be brought as an objectien to my fifth 
propoſition 


| 


( 142 )- 


propoſition, Now there are two ſorts of wicked 


people, who are encmies and perſeutors of the 


Faithful ſervants of God: one is the wilful wick» 
ed, who knowingly deſpiſe and torſake' the ways 
of God, and act contrary to the light which God 


bath given them; the other are ſich as offend 


ignorantly, and think they are ſerving and pleaſ- 
ing God, while they are perſ-cuting his children; 
becauſe though the blindneſs which is in them, they 
cannot diſtinguiſh ſight from darkneſs, nor truth 
from error in ſuch points. Of this latter fort was 
Pavl before bis converfion; and alſo them wha 
crucified the Lord Jeſus, concerning whom he 
ſaid “ Father forgive them for they know not 
what they do ” that is, 1 ſuppoſe. they acted 2c» 
cording to their conſcience or knowledge. (Acts 
3. .) © believing our Lord to be a falſe pro- 
phet (John 7. 12) and ſuch their Jaw cemmand- 
ed them to put to death. (Deut 13.) 

If there be therefore among our enemies and 
perſceutots, any whom we believe to fear and 
ſerxe God with an upright heart, and who hate 
us through miſtaken zeal for Him; we are to 
& pray for them, and love them and to do them 
good, by relling them their faults, and re- 
fuſiug fellowſhip with them while they perſiſt 
therein; (Matt, 18 1;—17,)——*y pleading with 
God his 1 to the good gifts he hath given 


them 
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chem and his mercy to the upright ignorant;(Luke 


23. 34,,——>y making a diffcrence betwixt them 
and he plainly or wilfuily wicked ; having com- 
paſſion on, ard :fſiſting them wh:n in diftrets ; 
(Jude, 22, —»——0 And if they repent of their un- 
zuſt, oppreſſive conduct, we are readily ard gladly 
to receive them into our fellow ſhip and atiection 
(Matt, I8, 21=35,) 

But do not think, my brethren. that our Lord 
commands us (Matt 5, 44) to live iu fellowthip 
with, or give our ſubſtance to, or pray for the 
peace of God upon any who live in plain, wilfull 
bn, . | | 
5. There is neither example nor command 
© x ughout the ſcriptures for a preacher alu. ys 
to begin and end his ſermons with prayer: eſ- 
peeially te aſſume to himſelf therein the office of 
mouth or ſpokeſman to the whole congrgeation, is 
indeed unſeniptutal, unteaſohable, and very en- 
ſnaring to ſuch of the audience as have tender 
conſcicnces, and happen to ditfer from him, which 
is very common, in any poirt of doctrine. We 
have not one inſtance either of out Lord or any 
of his apoſtles, begining and ending a ſermon or 
public ſpeech with vocal prayer. Their conſtant 
cuſtom was, either to begin preaching or ſpeak 
ing without any other exerciſe at all, or at moſt 
with only reading ſome portios of ſcripti.re, „att 
3. 1,2. and 13. 1-3. and 14. 22, 25+ and 23. 1 2. 
Mark 
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Mark, 4. 1-3. and 6. 2, 45 46. Luke 4. 15—2t. 
and 5. 1. 4. and 12. 1. john 8. 2. Acts 2. 14, 40. 


and 2. 11, 12. and 10. 33, 34, and 13. 16. and 17. 


19. 27. 

If any perſon pray i the name of a company, 
they ought lirſt to be well agreed in their ſenti- 
ments aud practice: Matt. 13. 19. Ac ts 4. 24. 
Heb. 1. 13. Ja. 1 6, 7 and 5, 16. and if a preac- 
her will publiclyipray in a mixt congregation, he 


' ought to do it in his own name only, 1 Kings 8. 


27, 28. and 18. 36, 37. 

We are told John 25. 22, 23. that our Lord 
aſter having given the diſciples the gift of the 
Holy «Spirit, faid ro them ** whoſoever fins ye 
remit, they are remitted unto them; and whoſo- 
ever ye retain, they are retained.” Now though 
it is true that every one Who is filled with the 
holy Spi it of God, either at that time or now, 
can either bind or ſet at liberty; t becauſe they 
judge every man according to truth, which is 
the judgment of God, and therefore muſt ſtand : 
yet we muſt not fuppofe that every one who has 
had an unjverſity-education, or the hands of a 
biſhop laid upon him doth judge 1n this manner or 
truly ab ſolve ſins. 

The Apoſtle James ſays, “is avy among you 
fick ? let bim call for the elders of the hurch; 
and let them pray over him and ef he have 
committed fins they ſhall be forgiven him.“ But 

4 Pf. 37, a1. 22. who 
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who was jt that belonged to, or were among them: 
no drunkari}, no whoremo; ger, no eovectous per- 
jon, u ho iuffered oe of his poor brethien to 
want While he had jlenty, no gameſte”, 1.,ver in 
pleaſure, liar, wearer of cotly, uſeleſs apparel, 
&c.—1 lay ſuch like people as theic are Ot mem- 
bers of Chriſt's myſtical body, neither were allow- 
ed among the primitive churches: but nuw, a 
per. on who does not even \retend to be filled with 
the !p-rit of God, but perhaps even rwicules ſuch 
doctrine, and is proud, covetous, uncha citable, 
addi: ted to drink, © game, or plcaſure: 1 tay 
Auch a chiid of the devi, and 1lave of fin, takes 
upon himicit 0 forgive all the fins of one who 
perhaps till ben has I ved in notoriour pleaſures 
and ſins; and now, becauſe dean ftares him in the 
face, tends for the prieſt and iays a few words 
which the parion or the prayer-book puts in his 
mouth !—cnd after the death of une who has live 
ed n pride,co\etovineis, intemperance, pleaſure 
&c. all his life, fo long as he had ſtrength, the 
ſame falie prophet, 1 ke a true, conpleat hneling 


( Ezek. 13. 6. 14. Mic 3. II. it. 11 will com- 


mit his body to the grave © in ſweand erte in 
hope of the reſurrection to eternal lite” ! 

O brethren, this is not a narrow Vas nor a 
trait gate: nor ae they ſew that go in at it ! 

Re not deceived, God Will not be ſo mocked. 

Ye that fear and ſerve God in ſincerity, ſepar- 
ate yourlelyes from theſe abominations. And the 
| N fellowſhip 
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fellowſhip of God Almighty, and of his Son Jjeſus a 
Chriſt, Le your reward for ever. Amen.“ < 


CHAPTER X. : 
Of the Preachers or Miniſters of God's word, | h 
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. «« A Chriſtian preacher ought himſelf to be a 
** ſober, honeſt, temperate, induſtrious, humble, 
*« ſelf-denying, world-fo:{ſaking, Charitable per- 
** ſon : and to take care that the outward walk of 
«© all his family be ſober, induſt rious, decent, 
** quiet, and as becometh ſuch a head or maſter.. 
«« Gen 12. 19. and 35. 2—1. Jos 21. 15. 1 Sam. 3. 


K 


«© 12—14.Pf. 59. 16. Matt. 7. 5. Acts 18. 3 and 
„ 29. 33 35. Rom. 2. 19=24.Fph. 5. 22 28. 1 Tim, 4 
„ 3. 1—12 and 412. Tit 1 5-4, and 2. 7,8 &t 5 
5 Theſs 2. 9, 10. 2Thefs. 3. 8 -12. 1 Cor. 4. 15. 5 
« A preacher of righteouſneſs ought not to re- 1 
«« ceive gifts or wages from unrighteous or world 1 
« ly people. Exod. 23. 8 Gen I4. 21-23 Deut. 16 4 
© 10. Prov. 23. 6-8, Eccles 7. 7, Matt 10. 11 Acts " 
#* 5. 1 10. and &. 20 1 Cor. 10. 21. and 2 Cor. 6. 1 
«© 14—8. Acts 16. 15. * 
They are not mi niſters A the goſpel, nor fol- * 


90 lowers of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, or his apoſtles, 
** who by outward power compel either good or 
bad men to contribute to their ſupport. But” 
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"«« But on the contrarv, all who make ſuch uſe of 
ot earthly authority, are tiuly avtichritts : And 
© whoever ſupports them in ſo do.ng acts con- 
* trary to the word of God. Mich 4. 5-.1. Matt. 
© 10. 8 I. uke 9. 51-56. and 10. 2 0. 
« andy. 7. and 12. 11. Ron. 1 5. 26. 27+ Fhik 5 10 
417 1 Tim. 3. 3. 8. Tit. 17 11. 1Pct. 5. 1-4 Jer 
* 28.1 Nom. 14 1. 10. 11. 16. 4 13 
'* Thoigh a true preacher of the goſpel ought, 
% and no doubt will :re.eive all reaionable and 
© needful help from his fa thful, able hearers: yet 
< he ought to take ca e that his needs be {mall as 
% may ht. 1 Cor. ye 12--ly. 2 Cor 11, 12. 1 Theis 2. 
69 and 2 The, 3 7-12 Acts 20 33 35. 
„% Num. 16. 14. 1 Sam 12. —5. 
it is al © the great duty of a-publi- miniſter= 
% ing ſervant of the Lord Jeſus chriſt to take 
*« eſpecial care for iuyplying the temporal as well 
* as ipiritual wants, of the peor and nerdy part 
% of his flock 3 o them who aic joined en church 
« flowitip with hm. Wh:ch be is to do by 
% his On labour or means, and by tiring up the 
% minds of the cf of the brethren thereto. Jer. 
% 25. 2. Ezck. 3 Matt. 2+. 314“, 1joha 3. 29 and 
« 21, 15-1, and 10. 11-12, 1 John 3. 16 18. 1 £0”, 
** 16. 1=-3. 2 Cor. 8. and 9. Ch. and vi. 28-29 Rom 
« 1;. 2 —28. A ts 20. 34. 35. and 2. 1- 45. and 
* 4- 2 F. Gal 2. 10. 1 Pet. 48, and 5. 11 Dent 
43.7 —11 Ja. 21-16. NZ DOCTRINE 
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DOCTRINK. 


That he whoſe particular and prof-T-d bufinefs 
it is to pe ſnade men againſt ſeeking human hon- 
or and exaltation : againſt laying up money 
while they know of a needy, gov, ho ieft perſon; 
—1g72inſt idleneſs, pleaſures, qiverſions or amuſe- 
ments :—— againſt keeping finfnl, fooliſh, world 
ly, frothy, company: aganſt vajn ſahjons, 
coſtlin ſs, and nnne-eſfary exoence in cloathing 
furnif®:re and food 1 ſay, that a chriſt ian preach- 
er Ou;ht himſelf to abſtain from all ſuch things, is 
ſo very evident both from fcriprure and common 
ſen'e, that the numerous inſtances which we every 
where {ee of the contrary. are very frong proofs 
of the impudence and bliadueſs of human na- 
ture 

And how enſiaring and unreaſonable. and mean 
is it that the ſervants of Gon ſhould receive wages 
of the devil !i——that they whoſe duty :t is con- 
tinnally to teſtify that the oppre ſſor, the unchari- 
table, the covetous, the proud, the drunka-d, glut- 
ton, idler, fornicator, gamelter. over-reacher, iiar, 
c. are enemies to God and man, and peſts to 
ſociety : ſhoulil yet receive a maintenance from 
theſe very people! 


Perhaps that text may be objected Rev. * 
0 I 


ne really Rood in need. (as 2 cor. II. 8, 9.) For 


( 149) 


under ſtood that God would cauſe even the wick- 
ed to help aad ſuccour his people: but we are to 
remember that it was in a time of particular diſ- 
treſs, when the floods of afflii ion were ready to. 
fwallow-up or overwhelm the woman. So Moles 
told the childreu ol jfracl in the wildcrnets, that 
when they centred into yolleflion of the promiſe, 
[that is, freedom and plenty) God would not then 
accept ſuch ſervice asthey paid him in the wilder- 
neſs during that time of hunger, thirſt, and waud- 
eriug, &. But would be ferved in a mote pure 
and perfect mannes. So alſo we fiud that David 
in one time ot his diftreſs begen of the Kiny of 
Moab a ſafe habitation for his tather and mother; 
and at another ſought reſuge fot himſelf among the 
Philiſtines but all theſe as well as that ot the 
church in the Revelations, were times of great 
diſtreſs ; and not intended to give a ſanction to 
unneceſſary iadlenefs, or receiving of gifts or wages 
or obligations from careleſs, imprnitent, worldly= 
minded people. 

When Paul ſays, ** 1 am debtor both te the 
Greeks and to the Barbariens, to the wiſe and ro 
the unwiſe,” (xom 1.14. I ſuppoſe he meaus that 
he had ſpiritual childrea among both theſe forts 
of people: who had at times perhaps kindly enter 
ta ined him, or miniftered to his necethties when 
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Paul had his Maſter's honor and ſervice too much 
at heart to be unneceſſarily burdenſome even to 
his ſpiritual chileren or brethren : and much leſs 
to them who deſgiſed gollineſs, aud walked con- 
trary thereto. {1 Cor. 9. 12, 1%. and 2 cor. 5. 14, 
15.) 

Some may perhaps ſay that I feem to ſet afide* 
thoſe texts (Matt. 1. i. Luke ©. 7. 1 Core d. 7 
14.) Which teach as that he who miniſters ſpiritual 
thinas, ſhould: receive a return from his flock of 
temporal things: hut God forbid that 1 ſhoub! en- 
deavour to pervert or weaken the ſenſe of ore text 
in all his word ' Such a thought is indeed far from 
me : and I truſt that God will always keep it fo, 

The Apogle Paul t or. 9. 3-11. refers for the 
authority of his dattrine to the law of Moſes, and 
to the commands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Now 
when God ſet apart the tribe of Levi from among 
the Ifraelites to be prieſts. and miniſters of holy: 
things, he ordained that they ſhould have no eſ- 
tates or lands, nor any other buſinefs or way of 
geting a living, than waiting upon the tavern cle 
or temple, and receiving the tithes and offerings 
which the other tribes were commanded to give 
them. (Numb. 18. 20, 21. Deut. 10. 9. and 18. 1, 
2. Jo. 13, 14, 23. Ezek. 44. 28——31.) fut as they 
who are called prieſts and miniſters in theſe days 
are under no ſuch reſtrictions, therefore the la- 
tithes, dues, &c Which are built upon that found- 


ation of the Moſaic law, fall to the ground. Apain, 
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( 251 ) 
when our Lord, ſent out his diſciples. (Matt. ro; 


8.) his words were,“ I have freely given you powe® 


to preach the goſpel, aud to heal the fick : do you 
alſo freely beftow theſe bleſſings upon others : ouly 
receiving ſuch things for your ne: eflities, as they 
willingly give you.” An as we are certain that 
the apoſtles did not go out in theſe times to make 
a long ſettlement or reſidence in any one place, 
but were continually preaching or healing or 
journeying; and therefore had not time to carn 
a ſupport by other labour: I fay for theſe rea- 
ſous there was the greater cauſe for their eh eiu- 
ing a temporary maintenance from the people to 
whom they miniſtered health of foul or body. 
But do we any where in the new teſtament find 
aty command or authority for eſtabliſhing any 
fixed, abfolite ſtipend or wages? no, not the 
leaſt ſhadow of it: but on whe coutrary, the 
Whole tenor of the goſpel is utterly oppoſite to 
that worldly, covetous, enſnaring practice. 
And let no man fay that t-:© world is more 


wicked now than it was then, or that none would 


contribute without they were forced by a human 
law, or that the providence of God is not fo re- 
markably with his faithful ſervants to provide for 
them now as it was then: all theſe object ons are 
falſe : and our Lord told his diſciples that they 
would not only mee with ſome that would not 

receive them, but would even perſecute thein to 


death: yet notwithſtanding he made no more 
fixed 
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( 232 ) 


red or ſettled provifion for them, than the watch- 


Ful care and love of God. And moſt certainly every 
faithful child of Cod will be well ſatisfied there- 
with; and be ready to go and work in his vine» 
yard, without bargaining beforehaud for wages. 
Matt. 26. 7, &c. 
luadeed there are other ways for a preacher to 
live of the goſpel beſides receiving a certain ſal- 
ary: for as i mentioned above the miniſters of the 
new teftamenr have liberty, and are also com- 
manded (Acts. 20. 34, 35. Tit. 2. 7. and 3. 14) 
to employ themſelves in ſome neceffary, uſcful 
trade: according as they have time and ability 
and in ſuch caſe no doubt his hearers ſhould 
employ him in preferance to others, and make up 
all reaſonable difficiences, and the more fo 
becauſe the world will hate him, and confequent- 
ty rather injure than help him, for teſtiſy ing a- 
gainſt them and their ways. And Oh how much 
more would you be in the wayofwinning ſoulsto 
Chriſt, and reconciling men to God and goodneſs ; 
and nearer the bleſſed priviledge of giving bodily 
a3 well as ſoul-ſupport toGod's children, than you 
are at preſent! Acts xx. 33—35 John iii 8. 
We have no authority from ſcripture, that I 
know of, to ſay that even the Lord }«< *us himielf 
antirely for ook his buſineſs of a carpenter when 
he began his public miniflry. But even though be 
had done (o,yet we know that his work as a preach 


er of righteouſneſs, and as 2 bodily phyſician, Was 
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far mare important and laborious than that of 


of his lervants. 

In 1 "or 9. Paul ſays, ** Have not I and Barnahs 
as power toeat and drink, and to marry, as well 
the other apoſtles and to forbear working like- 
wiſe ?” naw the word power in this place may be 
underſtnond in two ſenſes: as either that he had 
a ſufficiency of his own for thefe purpoſes, or | 
elſe that he had a © | right to receive ſo much 
of the churches which he had been made a means 
of raiſing up. Now even though we take it in 
the latter ſenſe, yet ſurely the avoſtle Paul's con- 
tinu»T, univerial, and extraordinary labours and 
ſufferings, much more reaſonably intitled him to 
a receſs or excuſe from handicraft I bour or 
merchandize, than them who conſtantly abide in 
one place, and perhaps never felt perſecution at 
all. 

We ſee that Paul had great reaſons to excuſe 
bim from han ſicraft labour and yet wrought 
night and day: but now we ſee men who have 
not his reaſons, yet do impudently and unjuſtly 
take to them elves the allowances or privileges 
which were due to hi.a, 

Pride, and wealth, and idleneſs, and neglect 
of the poor were the ſins of Sodom: Ezek. 16. 
49. and oh how near to that character do the gener- 
alſity of them come, who in this day are called 
good men, and preachers of righteouſneſs! and 


how oppoſite are they to the lowly, laborious cha- 
racter 


($59) 
der of him whom they profeſs to ſerve and fol- 
to and imitate ! 
O brethren, that I might be made a means of 


opening the eyes and turuing the hearts of any of * 
you that have not teriouſly coulidered thele things, tt 
nor wilfully and know:ngly rejected the couniel ö 1 
of God ! And let me periuade you for your own Þ| n 
lakes, not to de pile ray advice and (olicitude 1 
becauſe I peak rot ir latin, greek, or hebrew: PÞ % 
nor claim the ſanction oi y other names than wy 
thole which 1 find in the ſcriptures. Indeed 4 
though it is oſten he cale, yet it very ill becomes 5 R. 
the profeſſed followers of a carpenter, or a ſiſh er- q of 
man &c, to deipiſe and reject counſel or preach- t 
ing, becaute it comes by an unlearned, or a lab- tj 
Quring perſon. But men {ay one thing and do a- 8¹ 
nother: they profeſs to believe that God doth not ch 
bring many of the learned or noble or great ones * 
of the earth, to true wiſdom and goodneſs and fel- 1 
lowſhip with Himſelf : ( Matt. 25. Luke. 10. 21, 1 
Cor. 1 26-29.) but yet they take care to prelerve an 
all their attention and reſpect for that body of bi 
people : ard leave the living avd true temples of th 
Almighty God to want and lonelineſs and con- eV 
tempt. (Ja. 2. 1-7. of 
| Though what I have faid in this chapter re- a ge 
| | lates more particularly to preachers, or public ap 
miniſtering iervants of God: yet it belongs abo N ha 
to all who make a profeſhon of the chriſtian re- | 32: 
Lgion. For every faithful member of Chriſt's Al 
VN | | x Church "Ty 
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church 1s in one ſenſe of the word a preacher : E 
mean by his actions: (Matt. F. 16.) and o it was 
that Abel and Noah were preachers, both at 
the time in which they lived; and alſo now that 
they are dead: even by their obedient, holy works 
Heb. 11. 4, 7. And irdeed the proverb is true 
which ſays, that example is a more powerful 
way of preaching than precept.“ But every true, 
wiſe, zealous chriſtian will ſtrive alſo to make 
R:mſ(elf uſeſul as a public {peaker, for ſo the word 
of God commands. 1 cor. 12.31» and 18. 1, 12+ 39 
1 Tim. 3. 1 Matt. 9. 37, 38, Dan» 12.3. And we 
know alſo that the ſame holy nature, tho” not 
gifts, is abſolutely neceſſary to every true faithful 
chriſtian, whether public ſpeaker or not, as that 
which is equired of a biſhoy, elder, or deacon. 
1 Cor 12. 13 2 Cor. 5. 17. EpÞ. 4. 4. 

As fo” thoſe who refule to hear or receive 
any preacher excepd he came in the name of a 
biſhop, or a preſbytery, &c. the inconſiſtency of 
their profeſſion ana practice, muſt be obvious to 
every ſenſible perſon who conſiders it. For none 
of them will pretend to condemn or cen{ure the 
godly remnant who followed the prophets and 
apoſtles of old, when the chief prieſts and rulers 
had forbid them to preach : as Jer. 26. 11. and 
32. 3 and 3$* 4. 1 Kings 18. 17. and 22. 23 27. 
Amos 7. 10—13. Acts, 4. 16—21. 1 fay they will 


commend the conduct of the faithful of that time, 


and yet themſelves will refuſe to hear one who 
preaches 


( 156 ) 


preaches the ſame doctrine now : and that not 
becauſe of any immorall:ty or prophanencis in 
his conduct, but merely becauſe he has not been 
ſent by the chief prieſts and rulers of the p.efent 
A 
The apoſtle Paul ſays ** neceſlity is laid upon 
me, yea wo tome if | preach not the goſpel.” and 
indecd we do alto in this time frequently bear 
prayers put up that God would pleaſe to ſend forth 
labourers into his vineyard, and give a door of 
utterance to his people, that they may ſtaud up 
and boldly declare the truth as it is in the goſpel; 
but we muſt remember that they mean God to ſend 
' ſend his ſervants in the way which THEY like: 
that is, through the hsnds, and preaching the doc- 
trine of the preſent Chief prieſts and rulers. For 
it is not the poſſeſſion of the mind and ipirit of 
Chriſt that ean procure a | erion the privilege of 
a congregational audience in the cufomary way, 
but recommendatory letters from biſhops, pre. 
pyters or elders. And ſo far is the Lord jus 
from being THE DOOR of the ger erality of the 
ehurches of theſe k ingqoms, that they have gigen 
the keys to them who evidently bear in their forc- 
heads the mark of the beaſt. 
And not only is this the cale with the National 


churches of the Kealm oi Great Britain, but abo 


the Quakers and Methodiſts, who cannot but re- 
member (at leaſt 1 think the latter cannot yet bave 
forgot) what it is to be PRESSED IN Four, 


* A 
£ 

+ 
S.; N 
4 | 

p 
ny. 

&) 
/ 14 
5 \ 
| : 


* 8 n — — 


157 1 


AND DENIED A PLACE OF SPEAKING, 
(e{pec tally in ſome particular circumſtances which 
render feld-preaching exceeingly inconvenient :) 
yet I fay the Quakers and Methodiſts forgeting paſt 
temptations, Jeſhurun like, having Now gotten en- 
trance and fiting at eaſe, take care to Keep the door 
faſt agaioſt thoſe that would carry them a ſtep 
farther. Wo be unto them that will neither go 
forward themſelves, nor ſuffer others! Matt. xxiii 13 
No doubt, it vas a bleſſed day when the pri- 
mitive Proteſtants ſeparate l themſelvs from the 
| groſs blaſphemies and idolatries of the church 
\ 4 Rome: and it was alſo a precious day in the fight 
F of God when ſome other ſects, but eſpecially the 
Quakeis, teſtified againſt the old leaven and carnal 
ordinances whic h the firſt Reſormers (and no wane 
der) had retained. But the Spirit of God is not 
bound tonatural deſcent; and fo far are the outward 
ſacce ſors - of them worthy children of God, from 
advancing ſtill further in the knowledge and love 
of God, and ſtill more and more purifyinz them- 
ſelves and laying aſide the errors of their prede- 
ceſſors, that they are ſunk, as collective bodies, 
exceedingly below the attainments of their fathers. 
Thcir gold is changed, and the fine gold is become 
dim ; and they are at eaſe in retaining ſome of 
the outward carnal ordinances of their fathers, and 
are ſettled upon ſuch lees or filthineſs as their 
fathers abhered the thoughts of. | 

© Great 
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5 Great was the bleſſing of God upon the primi- 
five Quakers for the kind a d earneſt care which 


they took to ſupply the wants of their poor and 


needy. —— Them that had this world's good gave 
or lent to them Who needed it, and God returned 
it with :ncreaſe into their boſom: ſo that we may 
ſay of them, there was no complaining in their 
ſtreets“ for want of bread. Their Speakers wete 
particularly attentive to inculcate and ſee to the 
performance of this great, fundamental, indiſpenſ- 
able. atoning LI et. 4. 6. Heb 3. 6.) propitiating 
duty. And indeed I believe that to this day the 
nakers preſerve ſo much of their fore-fathers 
ractice in that reſpect, as makes them ſuperior 
therein to moſt other religious ſocieties in theſe 

Kingdoms. 
It is the particular and indiſpenſable duty of 


every one that pretends to be a preacher or mini- 
ter of God's word, to lay this brotherly, deed-love 


in the foundation of his bu.lding, and to ſee that 


| it be continually uſed as cement in the carrying of 


it on. (Jobn 13. 35. 1 John 3. 14-18. Ja. 2. 15, 16. 
Acts 4. 32—37.) And knowing that no unloving, 
unmerciſul, uncharitable, or covetcus perſon hath 


— any fellowſhip with, or inheritance in the Kingdom 


of God; (Eph. 5. 2-7. Rom. 1. 31, 32, 1 John 4. 
8. and 3. . Matt. 18. 21-35) 1 ſay fecing that ſuch 
are in a ſtate of enmity with God, His miniſlers 
dught to cut themoff as rotten, infectious, unproii- 


table members, from the viſible church or com- 
| munion 


( 159 ) 


Munion of the ſaints: (John, 15. 6. Ats 5. xt, 


I Cor. 5. 13. and F. 33. Heb 12. 
to ſeparate themſclves from them. 
As to the Methodiſts, though they have ſeparat- 


15 ot at leaſt 


ed themſelves from the groſs immoralli ies which 


many members of the national churches live in the 
practice of, and fo far, and I believe alſo for a 


ſuperior degree of brotherly-love, are praiſe-wor 
thy; yet they do not depart or ſe parate them- 
| ſelves from the communion and doctrines of the 


national churches ; and therefore are partakers of 
the errors & ſins and judgment thereof. Where- 


fore come out from among them, and be ye fe» 


parte, faith tbe Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing ; and then I will receive you, and make you 
holy and happy.” (2 Cor. 6. 17, 18. rev. 18. 4.) 
Before I cloſe this chapter, it may not be amiſs 
to take notice of an argument which ſome preach- 
ers bring to prove the eſſential equality of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt with Almighty God: 


this book; but it was not in my mind at that time, 
The plea which 1 mean is this; That it was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the Meſſiah to be an infinite 


** perſon, becauſe uo finite, created being. ſay they; 


*« Was able to make a ſufficient ſatisfaction to God 


for the ſins of mankind.” Now this falfe afler- 
tion hath not one ſingle text of {cripture to ſupport 
it, but on the cor trary it is ealy to overturn it both 


: 5908 ſcripture and reaſon. | 
8 O 2 | Saint 


I ought indeed 
rather to have anfwered it cn the fourth chapter of 
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Saint Paul tells us (Rom. 5. 12-19)that ©* as ſin 
and death entered into the world by MAN, fo by 
MAN alſo cometh holineſs and jultification.” Our 
Lor.i tells us tht ** to whom moch is given, of 
them much is required; and where leſs is given, 
leis is required:” plainly teaching us thereby, that 
God doth not require infinite holinels, nor exact 
infiuite fatisfaction where that is wanting, from 

finite creatures.“ And bow oppolite that do trine 
is to reaſon and common-ſculſe, muſt : ppear to 
every ſenuible perſon who properly coukders it. 
For it a dog or cat run away with a piece of meat 
Which happens to lay in their way, do we judge 
thule animals to deſerve 10 great a Puniſimeut as 

dur 104 or daughter, grown up to years of vil. reti- 
ou, Would if they had committed fuch i fault? 

We alto read in the ſcriptures of the apoſtles 
ani mwuliters ot the golpel ** filing up the meaſure 
of Shrit's ſatferings for nis peoples like.” And 
When James and John told him they were able to 

drias ot his bitter cup, be, did not rebuke them 
tor Chat atjſeriion; but on the contragy, formed 
them that they ſhould partake uf his fuiterings, 
ali gain Paul ſays, ** the ſuffer.gs nd death of 
Chrilt are maniicitly fultilled in us.” 290. 1. fl. 
and 4. 1918. Agaiu, ** 1 could with my fell 2ccurte 
ed from Chriit for my Kinſmens fake.” Rom. 9. 3 
and Moſes ſays the Lime EN d. 32. 3034 nd al- 
ſo tells us that God Wes algry With him upon the 
Jews account. Deut, 3» 40. aud 21» ng ages Ae 
wm 
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read ofGod's offers to pardon Sodom and Jeruſalem 
if righteous MEN could be found in them, to ſtand 
in the gap. Gen 18. 32 Jer. 5. 1 Ezek. 22. 30. 

in ſhort, God neither req red an infinite fatis- 
faction for finite man's offence, neither was the 
Lor Jeſus Chriſt an infnite perſon to give ſich a 
ſ:t:s\uction : but the ditfe rence betwixt him and 
his human brethren, conſiſted in his being naturally 

leſs, and exceedingly ſuperior to all of them in 
all m-nuer of gifts and graces : even ab ſome of 
tlicin are ſaperior to others. And for the work of 
redem tion, or bearing the fins of mankind, he was 
in a part.cul:r manner fupported ndꝰ made ſtrongꝰ 
by the power of the Lord God Almighty. If. 42. 
1 0. & $2. 7-9. and 61. i. Ger. 49 24. Luke. 22. 
42. Pf 117. 7. and 8. 1-28. Pf. 8.7. 

To conclide tis chapter: I am perſvaded that 
there are both of tne church of Rome, the church 
of England, the Quakers, Methodiſts, Preſbyteri- 
ans, B:ptiits, Seceders, and other religio. s ſects, 


ſoine( KingsxixI5. Rom. i 1-5) Miniſterswho fearGod 


and have by His grace in a meaſure put off the old 
ynholy mon, and put on the new, righteous man, 
I pray to God that | may be made a mens of per- 
{u:ding them to come forward, and to fep-rate 
themſelves from the things againſt which I have 
given a ſcriptural teſtimony : [ Acts. 28. 23--28,] 
that this light may not turn to their coudeinatis 


on Amen. | 
8 CHAP- 


— 


( 1&@ ) 


OGHAPTERE Xb 
Of Faſting, 
Think not, my Brethren, to pleaſe God by 


inflicting pain upon your bodies, either by faſt ing or 
Otherwiſe, without need. God ſpeaking by Jere- 


miah to Jehotakim the ſon of the good Joſiah fays, 


** Did not thy Father eat and drink and do judgment 
and juſtice, and then it was well with him? He 
% judged the cauſe of (ſuccoured, righted, helped) 
© the poor and needy, then it was well with him, 
« was not this to know me, ſaith the Lord?“ Jer 
4% 22. 13=19. Alſo by Iſajah He ſays, “ Is it ſuch a 
« faſt as this that I have com!=anded you? A day 

«« of going without food & ſtopping your neceſ- 
« ſary lawful work, and aſſembling at hurch or 
« prayers? No, this is not the way to make me 
« hear you favourably. Behold, this is the faſt that 
„% have choſen, that ye ſet at liberty them that 
« are cruelly impriſoned ; help the 2-ſerving that 
<« that are labouring under heavy afflictions: ard 
% feed aud cloath and protect my wandering, 
% geſtitute people. If. 58. 3--7. 

Alſo in Matt. 6. 16-18, our Lord tells us that this 
duty of faſting as well as prayer, ought not to be 
off entatiouſly proclaimed to the world, as men 
do when they ordain ſuch and ſuch days to be kept 

| "E 
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as fiſts : but it hould be done privately ; which 
would prove it to be done with a ſingle eye to 


God, and for his fake alone, and not to purchaſe 


praiſe or honor from Man. 
Will ye faſt to God, my brethren ? this is the 


way : when he hath taken away from you other 
other means of aſſiſting your brethren that are in 
want, then faſt, or lower the quality of your food 
or cloathing &c, or work harder then uſual, and 
by the or any other lawful means raiſe them all 
the help you can $0 did Paul: “ who is wenk 
ſays he, ard I am not weak?” and again “ my 
ow*r. hands have labored both fur the {ſupport of 
myſelf and, my friends.“ 

And will ye afflict yourſelves according to God's 
word? this is the way; deny not to yourſelves, 
without neceſſity, that which is good and neceſſary 
and lawful; but deny yourſelves the gratification 
of your luſts and pa ſſions, ſuch as pride, revenge, 
idleneſs, covetouſneſs, cruelty, fornication, unchar- 
itableneſs, luxury and imtemperance in meat or 
drink, and ſuch like: crucify or deſtroy theſe, 
by denying their call, and by laying them before 
God whenever they tempt you: for © if we con- 
feſs our ſins, He is faithful and juſt to forgive us 
our ſins, and to cleanſe us from all unrightcouf- 
neſs.” 1 John 1. 9. 

But though God hath no pleaſure in neevleſs, 
man- in. ented burdens; yet if we will eat the fat 


and drink the ſweet when our conſciences are fully 
convinced 


515 

convinced that the poverty of our circumſtances 
the wants of Our brethren, the luſts of the fleſh, 

or the health of our bodies requite us to practice 
abſtinence, or to uſe plain or cou le food; 1 ſay, 
if we will caſt off conſcience and reaion in the uſe 
of our food, God will ſurely caſt us out of His 
Kingdom: and if on the contrary Ido“ put « knife 
to my throat,” when there is need, and mortify 
(kill) the luſts and lovings of our palates and appe- 
tites; I ſay, fo far, and for this cauſe, God is well 
pleaſed with us. 

By falling, in Scripture, we do not alway under- 
ſtand a total abſtinence or refraining trom food, 
Either for one day or any other ſpace of time ; but 
in ſome places I take it to ſignify a letjenizg the 
quantity, or richneſs of our food, as DH. 10, 2, 3. 
and perhaps alſo the 14 days faſt or abſtinence of 
the ſaiiors mentioned by ſaint Paul Acts 27 may be 
of the ſame nature, or meaning that they had not 
had any meat dreſſed during that time; but 
through the vehemence of the ſtoim had been glad 
to take a kaſty morſel when and what and how they 
could. 

When we hear faſts proclaimed «as a means of 
of procuring ſucceſs in vain, cauſeleſs, covetous, 
ambitious wars: or when we {ee a rich man faſt, 


and put what he ſaves by that means into his pock- 


et, inſtead of giving it to the poor: I ſay when we 
obſerve ſuch things as theſe, how do they aniwer 


what the prophet complains of formerly!“ * ſaſt 
ays 
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ſays he, for firife and debate, and to ſmite with the 
fiſt of wickedneſs; but God hath no pleature in 
fuch faſts ; nay, he abhoreth them,” 

Belides poverty, debt, the wants of the breth- 
ren, the healti of the body, and the luſts of the 
fleſh in unmariied people ; there is alſo ſometimes 
another reaſon tor our f. ſting, or le fſening the quan- 
tity or quality our food; though indeed it is na- 
turally comprehended in ſome cf the reatons al- 
ready mentioned; 1 mean when poverty, debt, or 
too many children, &c make it neceſſary for us to 
refrain for a time from the rites of the marniage-bed: 
(i Cor. 7. 5) a very great help, by the bletling of 
God, towaids Which is abſtinence in the ule of 
meat and wink which ſtimulates our bodies. For 
though it is lawful and good to eat and drink and 
weg cloaths and marry and beget children, yet a 
Chriſtian may not rob or ſteal, either for the lake 
of theſe things, or on any other account. (Exod, 
20. 15. Matt, „ +47—20. EI h. 4, 28: 

Ou: Lord tells us of ome who have made them 
felves Eunuchs ior his fake: Matt. 19. 1a, but 
we do not ſuppoſe that he here means any who had 
litterally deprived themielyes ot any bodily mem- 
ber but that they had by the grace of God, and 
by uſing ,1oper means luch as abſtinence, labour, 
watchfulneſs, & conquere.! their natural deſires 
as effectually as others whole viriiity had been 
taken away by the hands of a lurgeon. 

There are more ways of martyrdom, my * 
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en, than being cucified or burnt at a flake ; and 
they who endure hunger, nakedneſs, extraordingi y 
labour, impriſonment or contempt, rather than 
rob or ſteal, o any other way violate their pure 
conſciences, are as truly [according to their mea” 
ſure] martyrs for religion, as them who are hung 
upon a croſs, or burnt alive. 

But though it is the indiſpenſable duty of a 
chriſtian to live according to his circumſtances, 
(Exod, 20. 17. Heb. 13. 5. Phil. 4. 11——13.) and 
rather to ſtarve than ſteal; and though many pro- 
feſſors of chriſtianity are continually murmuring 
and complaining againſt the hardneſs of the times, 
when they ought rather to complain of them cles 
and refrain from the uſe of ſeveral things (ſuch as 
rich food, ſtrong: liquors, fine cloaths, &c) which 

are often the, cauſes of many ſtraits, hardſhips 
and difficulties to them: I ſay, though people 
ſhould oftener begin at home and mend themſelves, 
than complain of the times ; [Eccles 7. 10. 1 Cor, 
10. 16. Jude. 16. Phil. 2. 14, 15 ] yet wo to h'm 
who hath this world's good, and ſeerh an honcft, 
orderly, uſcful member of ſociety in diſtreſs or need 
and refuſeth to help him; either becauſe be does 
not belong to his par ticular ſociety, or bee: uſe He 


efpieth ſome weakneſs, infirmity, or error of ju'p - 


ment in him !—-—Let ſvch remember that he 
who ſhews no mercy, ſhall himſelf have judyment 
vit hout mercy,” and that“ mercy tejoiceth #- 
gainſt judgment,” Exod, 23. 5. Gal 6. 19. 


'm 


— MY AS. ]²— SB 


| 1 

May the goo] God who ſeeth all that is done 
in every place, return an hundred fold the love of 
him who abridgeth himſelf of necethry food or 


cloathing that he may thereby aſſiſt a needy goo 
perſon. Amen. 


CHAPTER Xi. 
Of Food, Cloathing, and Furnitare. 


FT. & X I. 


get ter is the meaneſt food with the love and 
* peace of God. than the greateſt dainties with hi; 
'T anger. Prov. 15. 17. & 16. 8, 1 & 17, 1. &- 


20. 1, 1. & 23 1,2, 3, 2, 21, 2931. K 21.17 


„Wo to them that eat the bread of idlegeſs: 
* hleſſed are they that eat the bread of their own 
« induſtry ; and that for ſtrength, and not to in- 
* dulge the unneceſſary cravings of their taſte, or 
* appetite, Eccles 10. 16, 17. Gen. 3. 19. Ps. 128 
70 1, 2. Phil. 3. 18, 19, Rom. 13. 4. Gal. 5. 16. t 
© Pet 2 11. Prov, 30. 7-9. and 31. 47. II. 5 22. 
© Ezek- 16.49, 2 Tneſs. 3 10. 1 Tim. 6. 8. Heb. 


1328 


And Jacob (iid unto his houſhold, and to 
4% all that were with him, put away the fooliſh, 
© idle, vain parts of your food and cloathing, _ 
17 - 


( 168 ) 

4 be clean, and change your garments: andletus 
*« ariſe and ferve God, who hath heard and preſer- 
«« ved us and they did ſo.— And the terror of 
** Godwas upon their enemies. Gen. 35. 2—5. 

When God for iniquity doth rebuke men, He 
% maketh their wpridly beauty to conſume away 
% like a moth. Pf. 

When the Lord ſearcheth & purifieth his peo. 
« ple, He taketh away their faſtionable, ornam- 
** enta], fine, expenſive c loathing Iſ. 3. 18—23. 


Let the members of our ſociety be cloathed 


« in modeſt, humble, grave, cheap apparel ; and 
** not with gold, jewels, curl'd or plaited hair, 
. ** coſtly ſilks or linens, &c. 1 Tim. 2. 9, and 3. 4, 
4% 8, 1x, Tit. 2. 2. 1 Pet. 2. 3. 

« The Lord hateth all uſcleſs pictures and other 
«« peices of furniture made merely for grardeur or 
© to pleaſe the eye, and therefore idolatrous. I 2 
16—20. and 44. 10. Acts 19. 19. 


DOCTRINE. 


Though it is a very tender point to ſay expreſſly 
that ſuch and ſuch things ought not be uſed ; he- 
cauſe ſickneſs, or ſervile, or diftreſsful ſituations 
may ſometimes excuſe that which is not perfe& , 
[2 Chron. 30. '8—25, 2 Kin. 5. 17—19. Deut 12. 8 
—tI ) I fay, though for theſe reaſons we ought to 
be very careful in forbiding the uſe of any- thing 


which God hath not expreſly forbiden, yet both 
comman 
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common ſenſe and ſcripture teaches us that tere 


are many things which are lawfu! and proper to be 
uſed in ſome places and cafes, which yet are utter- 


ly improper and unreaſonable to be made ule of. 


in other places and circumftances (t Cor. 10. 23 and 
6. 12. Rom 14 20. 21. 


For inſtance, Tea is not only lauful, but may 


atfo I ſuppoſe be very reaſonably uſed in a common 


way in China, where it grows and is cheap - but 


yet the common uſeof it in England to which place 


it is brought at a great expence, and hazard of 


mens lives, and where alſo there ie naturally pro- 
duced many things which are wholeſome, nouriſh - 


ing, leis enſraring, and much cheaper than Tea: 
1 fay, for theſe reaſons, as alſo for the fake of 
encouraging our own country's produce, though 
Tea may be lawfully and reatonably uſed in China, - 
yet it appears to me unlawful and unreaſonable to 
uſe it in England; excepting in caſes of particular 
neceſlity. 

Again, Silks and Muſſins may in ſome places and 
caſes be lawfully and reaſonably uſed, but certainty 
the expenſiveneſs of them, and the coldnefs of our 
climate, proves the preſent unmeaſureable utt of 


them in this kingdom to be very unlawful and un- 


reaſonable, 
Alſo, foreign Wine may very reaſon?bly be 
drank in France, Spain, Germany, &“ where it 


grows and is 3 but the uſe of it in England is 
P unchiiſtian | 
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unchriſtian and unrea ſonable; except in caſe of 


ſickneſs or neceſſity. 

But it is not the weight of many fooliſh, coſt ly 
Forreign things only which a chriſtian is to lay aſide, 
Gieb. 2. 1) for there are aso many articles of 
our own growth or manufacture which call alſo ei- 

ther for reſtrainment or aboliſhing. 

The great abuſe of ſtrong-liquors, both ſpirits 
and ales, is oN ous to every reasonable, obſerving 
perſon ; and therefore every chriſtian ſh::uld be 
careful to bear a teſtimony againſt that abule 
at all times by their a&tions, and at all reaſonable 
opportunives by their words, | 

Gold and filver Lace ſor Mens wear, and ſilk and 
thre.d lace for Womens wear, is in general unc kriC. 
tian, vain and klolatrcus: and ought to be laid 
aſide by every one h makes a profeflion of reli 
gion : exc*pting perhaps in ſome caſes of tervitude, 
or ſtrait, diſtrefsful circumilances. 

Embroidery; flowering ; net-work caps, hand- 
kerchicfs. and aprons; unneceſſary ribbons; rutfies: 
filk or ſattin gowns, coats, cloaks, ſtockings, or 
tho#s ; are contrary to the induſtry, humility, and 
charitable Spirit of the goſpel. 

White gowns, waiſtcoats, and ſtockings are ut. 
terly oppoſite to the thrift and gravity of true re- 
ligion 
The fooliſh, unnatural head-drefſſes of the 
faſhion, both for women and men ; but eſpecially 
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„ 
Drmer, need not be mentioned to any ſerious per- 
ſon. 

Light, gaudy, and expenſive colturs, ſuch as 
ſcarlet, red, crimſon, pi: k_ gicen, ſtraw Hine, &c 
are not the ſigns of them who :re crviificd to the 
world, and who have taken their atte&:ons from 
things below, ana ſcck not human praiſe or onor. 
Statues and buſts, po! iraic and landſcape pictures, 
gilding, ſtucco- work and generally all Kinds of or- 
namental carving in metal wood or tone &c with 
all ſoits of furniture that is merely for ornament, 
are of the nature of thoſe curious things mention 
ed to be deſtroyed by the primitive chriſtians Acts 
19.19, according to the ſpiritual meaning of Deut. 
7. . 

And not only are ſuch things to be intirely laid 
aſide as are merely to gain admiration, and feed 
pride and vanity and luxury; but alſo in things that 
are good and uſeful, the moſt reaſonable, and chiiſe 
tian-like ſhoul4 be choſen. For which reaſon /#- 
perfine cloths, ſtuffs. linens, hats, and ſtockings, 
though uſeful and of our own manufacture, ar 
yet too expenſive for the charitable, ſelf-denying, 
humble ſpirit of the goſpel. And alfo many of the 
idle. curious,expenſive niceties, trimings and ways 
of making-up cloaths, which are now generally 
uſed, ſeem very different from the practice of him 
who wore a garment without a ſeam. (John. 19. 


23.) 
China, and other ſorts of painted, enamelled, or- 
P2 namented 


F. 52-1} 
namented, or coſtly E:irthen-ware, ought not to be 
bought by chriſtians for their own uſe+ 1 ſay for 
. Their own uſe,” becauſe in caſes of debt, ſervitude 
or other diſtreſsful circumſtances, it may be excuſ- 
able to buy and ſel}, and even uſe ſomethings which 
we ought not todo when in ow power to act 1 
Otherwi'e, 'Fhough it is highly neceſſary, and ear- 4 
nei iy to be deſired and endeavoured-for by every 


Chriſtian, not only to abohſfi ſuch things as 1 have 

mentioned fiom their own clcatliing, food and 4 
furniture, but alſo to lay alide the deal- 3 
ing or tradi: E in all ſuch articles. [Tit. iii 14. and \ 
I. 14. 2 Cor vii. 1. 1 Theſs. v. 22, 23. Phil. iv. 8. 4 
and.ii, 15. Eph, v. 11, 15, 16. 1 Tim. v. 22. and 2 : 
Tin ite 4 5. Kom Fiji. 1, 2. ; 
The very great: quantity of ſugar which is ufed 9 


in this Kingdom ſeems burden ſome and unrecaſon- 
Able, eſpecially if we conſider the means by which it h 
is produced; 1 mean the ſlave-tradt: for I believe 
they are not only often-times treated in un in- 
numant, brutiſh manner in ourplantations, but alſo 
the pu: hae of them encourages and promotes war 
c- in their own country: and indeed the African 
gate traiie ems to me the moſt hazardous and 
undeſireable of any public branch of commerce that 
this nation is engaged in. But beſides thofe, there 
is another good 1euſon why we ſhould reſtrain the 
'the preſent great uſe of ſugar ; I mean the temp- | 
tation or occaſion of ſlumbling which it lays before 4 


N n children, and ſei vants ; for 7 — © 
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„ 
eauſe not only ſugar, but alſo every other ſort of 
food that is nice, delicate, or dainty ; ouzht ſo 
far as health and ſtrength will allow us. to be a- 
voided. And if two kinds of meat or drink are in 
our choice, which are equa!ly proper for the ſuſ- 


Y tenance and health of our body, we ought to make 
1 uſe of that whoſe taſte is the moſt plain and ſimple 
Heb. xii. 3. Matt vi. 13 1 John ii. 15—:7 Col. 
* 222 

ni. 2. 


Iſaiah tells us [ii. 6, 7 that one reaſon of God's 
forſaking the Iſraclites was becauſe of the great 
number of horſes and chariots which they kept; 
and certainly we may tru-ly ſay that the exceſſive 
N number of horſes now kept in Btitsin, but eſpect- 
; ally in Enzland, are an exceeding great burden and 
; caule of the dearneſs of provitions therein. Some- 
| time ago I found by a moderate calculation, that 
þ the continual expence (beſides the fi:ſt-colt) of the 
| Stage Coach horſes going from London to one fingle 
Town ahout 120 miles diſtant from it,was equal to 
the maintainance of about fix hundred human 
ſouls ; beſides all the Stage Coaches, Chaiſes, and 
Gentleman's Carriages imployed on the intermedi- 
ate road ! | 
The number of ſtages continually employed he- 
twixt Loncon and the City which I mentioned above, 
was three; to which I reckoned forty horſes each: 
£ and I computed the daily expence of each horſe 
4 (being large and high-feq) in bay, corn, farriery, 
- and hor ſe-keepers wages, * *t two ſhillings, be- 
2 3 
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( 174.) 
Ing fonrteen ſhillings a week 3 which I am perſwad- 
ed is much above the wedium earnings of labour- 
s tamihes throughout the Kingdom, reckoning 2 
man, his wife, and ihree children to each. But if 


the ſupport of fo imall and inconſidetable a number 


of horſ's takes away the food of io many human 
beings, how amazingly great mult be the burden of 
all the unneceſary aud idle horſes kepg in this 
Kin dom ! 

Our Lord. my brethren, was content to travel a 
foot : let every one. who pretends to be his ſervant 
or fillower, endeavour in all things, to the utmoſt 
of their power, to follow his example. For if every 
one who hath time and ſtrength to walk, would 
uſe themſelves. thereto; and if many who perhaps 
are not ble to travel fur on foot, would learn to 
be better kee pers at home;” and alſo every one in 
general as much as my be make uſe of the pro- 
duce of the country about them, inſtead of giving 
an  unacighbourly, unreaſonable preference to 
the things brought fiom diſt ant places; and al- 
10 Farmers as much as is reaſonable and in their 
power, uſe oxen inſtead of horſes to cultivate their 
land &c. I fay in theſe caſes, no doubt we ſhould 
quickly feel rehef from the heavy preſſure which ſo 
great a number of horſes brings upon us. But how, 
ever others may do, let every one vide pretends to 
| have received the $piit of Chriſt, © walk as be 
walked ; „and as much as in them lies refrain from 


the uſe of horſes « or coaches &c- 3 
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(- 275 ) 

Neither do 1 ſee how they can preſerve the 
character of chriſtianswho kc ep ill-natvied uumuz- 
zelled dogs about their houſes; o that a ſtranger 
(etpecially if poor, or mcanly clan] cannot paſs 
by without danger of being {cized or bit by them, 
of at jealt the appearance ot it, For my own part, 
] had much ratuer run the rilque of lohng my pro- 
perty by thiev.s, tha hazard the luis ut iu or 
limb to an innocent perſon; o than even be a 
means of cauſing the fright and terror which 
them fierce. ammals bring upon fome + people. 
However, ii ems very clear tuat it wucicreatules 
are kept about houics, they ougut at leatt to 
be chained, or locked up, or muzzelled during 
working hours; neither ought Maiuts &. to 
be let looſe even in the night ncar any public 
road, 

1 have mary more things to ſay to you, my 
brethren, when it ſhall pleaſe God to give me 
further opportunity.—In ihe mean time, though 
I am poor and weak and deſpiſed, and though your 
rejecting my mere word woulu be imall maiter; 
yet as | have declared unto you the truth accor- 
ding to the word of God, take heed that you 
deſpiſe not THAT ! 

My love in deed and in truth, and my 
earneſt prayers to God, is with and for all them 


who ſerve him in honeſty, goodneſs, and humi - 


lity, Amen, . 


( 176 ) 
The Citizen of Heaven, 


Pf. i. & 15. & 34. & 37. & 112. & 119. 165. 


Ja. i. 27. Rev. ii. 4 


x Who ſhall in fellowſhip with God, 
And with his Son abide? 

Whe ſhall be own'd at the laſt day 
As the Lamb's faithfal bride ? 


2 The man that walketh uprightly, 
And worketh righteouſneſs; 

And, as be thinketh in his heart, 
So doth he truth expreſs, 


3 Who doth not ſlander with his tongue, 
Nor to his friend doth hurt; 

Nor yet againſt his neighbour doth 
Receive a falſe report, 


4 In whoſe eyes vile men are deſpiſcd ; 
But thoſe that God do fear 
He honoreth, and ſerveth them, 
And proves their friend ſincere. 


s With watchful eye he views his paths, 
And walketh not aſtray 


r 


(257 } 


In counſel of ungodly men, 


* 


Nor ſtands in ſiuners way; 


6 Nor ſitteth in the ſcorners chair; 
But piaceth nis delight | 

Upon God's word, and wedi'ates 
In ths jaw day and night, 

7 To hear of lois and troubles ſore 
He ſh au nut be afraid; 

His heart is hx'd, his confidence 
Upon the Lord is ſtay'd, 


8 His heart is firmly ſtabliſhed, 
Afraid he ibali net be; 
Upon his unjult eo-mics 
He his deſire ſhall ſee 


He ſhall be like a tree that grows 
Near planted by a river, 

Which in his ſeaſon yields his fruit, 
And his leaf fadeth never, 


10 Content and peace ſhall eyer be 
Within his heart in ftore : 

And bis untpotted righteoufiicls 
Endres for evermore, 
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On The Meſſiah. II. 53. 


Who hath believed our report, 
(Cryed the meſſengers of good) 


Who hath confeſs'd our record true, 


And followed the Lamb of God? 


A 
Though the deſit'd Meſſiah comes, 
No ſigns of princely pomp appear 


A veil of ficſh the Lord aſſumes, 
A ſervants form he ſtoops to wear 


3 
He lays his heav'nly glory by, 
Ig nobly low, obſcurely mean; 
Of beauty void, to ſinful eye, 
Though perfect he by God is ſeen. 


3 
Rejected ard deſpis'd of men, 


A man of grief, inur'd to woe ; 


He made an intimate of pain, 
And ſorrow was his cup below. 


3 
Profeſſors ſaw him, and away 
Diſdainfully their faces turr'd ; 


The wicked follow d him with ſpight, 
And did in ſcorn and madneſs wound, 


6 
Surely for us he humbled was, 


And gricy'd with ſorrows not his own ; 
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8 n 
Of all his woes we were the cauſe, 
We fill'd his foul with pangs unknown. 


Him an offender they ater; 
Stricken by heaven's vindictive rod; 
Afflicted for himſelf they deem'd, 
And puniſh'd by an gry God, 


But oh! with our tranſgreſſions ſtain'd 
For our offence he ſuffer'd loſs ; 


Ours were the ſins that bruiſ'd and pain's, 
That ſcourg'd and nail'd bim to the croſs. 


Alas! we all as Ks, WER ſheep 

Had left our God, and lov'd to ſtray; 

Refusy'd his good commands to keep, 

And madly ruſh'd the ſinful way. 
a. 

To fave his Rn Pu Jcſus dy'd, 

The mighty taſk for us fulfill'd; 

He made atonement with his blood, 

And by his ſufferings we are heal'd. 
11 


Meek as a lamb to ſlaughter led 

Or ſheep before its ſhearers dumb; 
To lutffer in the finners ſtcad, 
Behold the ſpotleſs victim come. 


12 
Who could his heav'nly birth declare, 
When boun@ by men he ſilent ſtood ? 


_———— — 


' ( "to ') 


When ſinners brought him to the dugg 
And doom to death the Son of God? 


' 
Meekly he ſunk FOE the dead ; 
The friendly.rich a tomb pez 
But ſoon did he lift np his ;heed 
And roſe in triumph to the {ky, 


14 
A num'rous feed his eye ſhall ſee, 
The purchaſe of his mighty toil ; 


True converts to his church be join'd, 


Aud glad the great Meſſiab's ſoul. 


1 
Their conq'ring 2351006 he mall ſtand, 
And waſh away each ſinfub-ſlein: 
Their canſe ſhall proſper in his hand, 
And righteouſneſs ſpring vp in them, 


16 
Our everlaſting love is due 


To him who ranſom'd ſinners loft ; 

And pity'd wretches, when he knew 

The great expence his love would coſt. 
Exhortatio!, 


John 14. 15, ar, 23. 1 John 3. 18 & $ 3. 


Keep his commands, - purchas'd geek; 
that is the way to love; 

Obey his Father's word in DEED ; 
That ſtall your true love prove. 
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